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INTRODUCTION:
main trends and generalizations

The year of 2005 was marked by a considerable aggravation of the general
situation in the field of human rights in Belarus. It was not only political rights
that were violated but social, economic and cultural rights as well. These viola-
tions are constant and conditioned by the authority’s voluntary policy, with Lu-
kashenka at its head. At the same time, human rights violations are not merely
a side-effect of the authoritarian state control; they are deliberately used as a
means of eradicating political opponents and creating an atmosphere of intimi-
dation in the society.

The negative dynamics is characterized by the growth of the number of
victims of human rights violations and discrimination. Under these circums-
tances, with a high level of latent violations and concealed facts, with great
obstacles to human rights activity and overall fear in the society, the growth
points to drastic stiffening of the regime’s methods.

Apart from the growing number of registered violations, one should men-
tion the increase of their new forms, caused in most cases by the development
of the state oppressive machine, the expansion of legal restrictions and ad-
ministrative control over social life and individuals. The period was marked by
further development of the conflict between the state and the individual, by the
state’s growing interference in the people’s private life and pressure put upon
its political opponents. The authorities were particular about meddling into the
sphere of freedom of opinions, including the liberty of speech and the right to
peaceful assembly and association. There was a considerable diversity of vio-
lations, connected to political, national and religious discrimination, characteri-
zed by violence, tortures and other inhuman and degrading treatment.

The problem of the missing people remained unsettled. The country still
resorts to capital punishment.

Belarusian society experienced considerable negative affection of human
rights violations, due to the absence of efficient means of legal rehabilitation —
Belarus lacks independent and fair justice, guided solely by the law; the inde-
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pendent media are on the brink of eradication; there is neither special human
rights commissioner post nor any other institutions of a constitutional state.
The principle of legality is not followed by the national legal system — the de-
crees issued by the president have more legal force than the law. This diverts
the administration from the sphere of the law, helps to legitimize any unlawful
measures against the citizen and stimulates autocracy.

It should be observed that the Belarusian government turned to complete
negation of the human rights values. For the authorities, they are no longer the
aspect to be taken into consideration in the process of forming the state policy.
Human rights activists’ criticism on the national level is not perceived by the
state, meanwhile the former ones are constantly persecuted. The criticism on
the international level (from international institutions, NGOs and other coun-
tries) is received as an attempt of political pressure on Lukashenka’s regime
and an element of political war against Belarus. In its turn, together with accu-
sations of the policy of ‘double standards’, on the international level the regime
uses human rights rhetoric to accuse the USA and European countries of hu-
man rights violations in their home countries. Under the condition of the inter-
national isolation such policy brings Belarus to an alliance with other outlaw
dictatorships.

The isolation tendencies are a logical result of such events. As far as the
international human rights system is concerned, international regulations and
standards, together with interstate means of human rights protection are ne-
glected. Belarus systematically fails to follow the obligations assumed by the
ratification of the appropriate international agreements. It also tends to neglect
the conclusions of the UN Commission for Human Rights and the Committee
on Human Rights. Belarus’ reluctance to follow the standards of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, its inability to consider the ver-
dicts of the UN Commission for Human Rights on Belarusian citizens’ appeals,
and to produce regular reviews on the fulfilment of the Convent point to the fact
that Belarus does not match the UN international human rights protection sys-
tem.

The development of legislation
for political persecution

The year of 2005 Belarusian legislation experienced a number of changes,
which aggravated the situation of human rights and freedoms. The laws regu-
lating the work of political parties, NGOs and foundations, together with edu-
cational legislation, were also changed. The state limited the youth’s ability to
receive education abroad or leave the country for any other private reasons.
The scope of the law machinery’s competence was legally enlarged, especial-
ly that of the KGB, as well as the limits of the usage of truncheons, tear gas
and other weapons. Special police forces were allowed to penetrate a citizen’s
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home or an organization’s office (even international) without a warrant. Disclo-
sure of information on the KGB agents’ activity in organizations, associations
and institutions is punished by the law.

The most essential change to the Criminal Code is connected with the
legal persecution for political and social activity. On 25 November during the
first reading, and on 2 December after the second reading the House of Rep-
resentatives of the National Assembly of Belarus passed amendments to the
Criminal Code and the Criminal Process Code, which increased the responsi-
bility for ‘activity directed against man and social security.” The bill marked
‘urgent’ was introduced by the president; it was considered with compact pro-
cedure and accompanied by mass resonance both in Belarus and abroad.

The criminal Code was complemented with a number of new articles. Arti-
cle #193-1 provides for fines or imprisonment up to 2 years for organizing or
participating in the work of organizations or foundations, which have been le-
gally liquidated. Under such circumstances, when most NGOs were not grant-
ed registration permissions and it is almost impossible for an independent
institution to obtain official status, the regulation declares criminals thousands
of Belarusian citizens. A person who on one’s own free will stops participating
in such activities and informs the governmental bodies about this is freed from
responsibility if he or she has not committed any other crime. Article #193
(Organizing or managing an organization or religious association menacing
the citizens’ personalities, rights and obligations) has a provision, which in-
creases responsibility for such offence, if it is committed in the framework of an
unregistered civil organization.

The new regulation of article #293 of the Criminal Code provides for impris-
onment up to 3 years for educating or other training of people to participate in
mass riots or financing or other material assistance to such activity. Taking into
consideration that the article already included similar regulations on mass ri-
ots (part 1), the novelty will lead to the criminalization of the activity which is
neither a mass riot nor disturbance of public order. It is highly probable that the
regulation will be used against any educational activity which, according to the
authorities, may undermine the regime. The language of the article (‘educating
or other training of people’, financing or other material assistance’) makes
several interpretations possible and admits of legal persecution without any
material elements of offence.

Article #342 of the Criminal Code contains a new provision, according to
which educating or other training of people to participate in group activity vio-
lating the public order (connected with civil disobedience or causing interrup-
tion of the work of public transport, enterprises or organizations), as well as
financing or other material assistance to such activity without any evidence of
a more serious crime entails imprisonment up to 2 years. Apparently, the nov-
elty is similar to the previous regulation of article #293 and enables the state to
legally persecute the people who carry out educational activity in the field of
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civil relations. Political and civil activity which has nothing to do with rioting —
peaceful resistance actions, strikes, transport routes’ blockades, flash-mobs,
hunger-strikes etc. — also falls under this regulation.

According to the redrafted Criminal Code, riotous statements will receive a
more serious punishment (article #361). It provides for imprisonment up to 3
years. At the same time, the object protected by the article was considerably
expanded, as well as the scope of possible means of circulating such state-
ments: Riotous statements or calls for treason, terrorism, sabotage or other
activity in prejudice of the external security of the Republic of Belarus, its sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, national security and defense capacity, or distrib-
uting materials containing such appeals. The most serious punishment is car-
ried by such calls if they are directed to a foreign state, foreign or international
organizations — imprisonment up to 3 years, or if circulated through mass me-
dia —up to 5 years. It is perfectly clear that defining of crime without concretiz-
ing the possible means of its committing helps to turn the article into an effec-
tive means of eradicating the freedom of speech and political opponents. In
reality, any manifestation of dissatisfaction with the existing regime and an
appeal for altering the situation may be treated as a crime.

Another innovation to the Criminal Code is article #369-1 — Discrediting of
the Republic of Belarus. Discrediting stands for ‘providing a foreign state, for-
eign or international organization with knowingly false information on the polit-
ical, economical, social, military or international situation of the Republic of
Belarus, on the legal position of the citizens of the Republic of Belarus or its
governing bodies’. Such activity carries imprisonment up to 2 years. With gen-
eral responsibility for defamation in the Criminal Code, the new regulation can
be used solely against political opponents.

The human rights activists of Belarus view these amendments as a ‘legal’
ground for exercising criminal persecution of the existing regime’s political
opponents, a carte blanche to police forces and an open road to mass repres-
sions in Belarus.

The bill On counteracting extremism, drafted and introduced for consider-
ation by the KGB, which was passed by the House of Representatives after
the first reading in 2005 and is being prepared for the second reading, con-
tains even more severe measures that can be taken against dissentients. Ac-
cording to the bill, preventive activity against extremism will be carried out by
the prosecutor’s office, the Ministry of Justice, the KGB and other bodies. They
will issue official warnings of the inadmissibility of ‘extremist activity’ to organ-
izations and citizens.

At the same time, corruption was legally decriminalized — the law provides
for discharging from liability the people who committed economical crimes, but
made amends. In 2005 the case of H.Zhuraukova, ex-head of the presidential
administration, was followed by many repercussions. She was found guilty of
plundering over USD 1 million from the state. For this offence Zhuraukova was
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sentenced to 4 years of imprisonment and forfeiture of estate, but A.Lukashenka
pardoned her after the verdict had gone into effect.

Thus, in 2005 the oppressive device was developed; on the eve of major
political campaigns new legal grounds for political persecution and criminal
imprisonment of the state’s opponents were introduced. At the same time, the
loyal elite were given possibility to escape punishment for committed crimes,
provided that they keep on signalizing their loyalty to the regime.

Persecution of dissentients
and political opponents

The year of 2005 was marked by the increasing number of political prison-
ers in Belarus. Both M.Marynich and V.Levaneuski, convicted in 2004, remained
in prison. In 2005 S.Skrabets was sent to prison, M.Statkevich, P.Seviarynets
and A.Klimau were sentenced to detention in distant regions. lu.Bandazheuski
and A.Vasilieu were amnestied.

In July 2005 lu.Bandazheuski, ex-rector of Homel Medical University, who
had previously been sentenced to 8 years for bribery, was freed from deten-
tion. According to human rights watch experts, persecution of the scientist was
provoked by the fact that the results of his research on the aftermath of Cher-
nobyl disaster contradicted to with those of the official medical science.

Another detainee A.Vasilieu, one of the leaders of the trade union move-
ment, who had been previously sentenced (together with V.Levaneuski) to 28
months of imprisonment for an insult of the president, was also released from
detention. At the same time, Levaneuski was not amnestied and is still serving
his term.

M.Marynich, ex-Minister of Foreign Economic Affairs and Belarus’ ambas-
sador to Lithuania, is still in prison. On 30 December 2004 he was sentenced
to 5 years of imprisonment and forfeiture of estate for illegal taking of the US
embassy’s computers. In spite of the fact that the US embassy renounced all
claims to Mr.Marynich (it became known during a prejudicial inquiry and reas-
serted in court in a special statement of the US State Department), the court
found Marynich guilty of breaking of article #210, part 4, of the Criminal Code
‘Grand larceny through jobbery’. Both the investigation procedure and the judi-
cial inquiry pointed to the fact that the legal persecution and conviction of
M.Marynich are a result of his civil views and active political activity. Minsk
Regional Court Board of Appeals commuted his sentence to 3.5 years, taking
into consideration his previous state merits, his age and state of health. In
March M.Marynich had a stroke in Orsha high-security Prison. But for Belaru-
sian and international public demands, the detainee had not been taken to the
National Prison Hospital in Minsk and later sent to serve his sentence in Minsk
prison UZh 15/1.

Another example of political persecution is the case of S.Skrabets, mem-
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ber of the House of Representatives of the 2" convocation and head of Re-
spublika parliamentary fraction. Suffering from persecution, Skrabets addressed
the Russian president V.Putin asking for political asylum, but his appeal re-
ceived a negative reply. In May S.Skrabets was charged with organizing a
crime (article #13, part 1) and bribery (article #431, part 2) — he was said to
have intended to bribe several prosecutor’s office and court clerks for justifica-
tion in the case of one of his friends. During the prejudicial inquiry S.Skrabets
announced his intention to participate in 2006 presidential election — his elec-
tion agents were registered by the Central Commission for Elections and Ref-
erendums, but failed to canvass the necessary amount of signatures. Belaru-
sian human rights watch specialists have a strong belief that the actual reason
of Skrabets’ isolation is purely political.

In June 2005 businessman A.Klimau, member of the Supreme Soviet of
the 13" convocation and one of the initiators of Lukashenka’s impeachment,
was sentenced to 18 months of imprisonment for organizing a demonstration
requesting Lukashenka’s resignation on 25 March. He was also charged with
slander against the president, but the case was eventually closed.

In May Minsk Tsentralny District Court sentenced M.Statkevich (ex-leader
of Belarusian Social-Democratic Party Narodnaia Hramada’ and P.Seviarynets
(ex-head of Young Front) to 3 years of imprisonment. They were found guilty of
organizing illegitimate mass protest rallies against the fabricated results of the
parliamentary election and referendum on 18 and 19 October 2004 in Minsk.
M.Statkevich and P.Seviarynets had previously been sentenced to 15 and 10
days of detention for the same rally; but after a criminal case had been initiated
they found themselves in the dock.

The absence of an objective and independent judicial system (all the judg-
es in the country are appointed and removed by the president only) contrib-
utes to the usage of similar oppressive device against the political opponents
of the regime. Criminal persecution for such offences, especially for Defama-
tion of the president (article #367), Insult of the president (article #368) and
Insult of a state official (article #369), is used against the critics of the regime —
human rights watch specialists, journalists and opposition politicians. In 2005
a number of similar cases were registered.

One of the most scandalous cases of the kind in 2005 was the legal perse-
cution of the creators of animation satirizing the Belarusian dictator. Members
of the public initiative Third Way created an animation club and distributed
their works in the Internet. Minsk prosecutor’s office initiated a case for insult-
ing A.Lukashenka. KGB officers searched several members’ flats in Minsk and
Hrodna, confiscated a dozen computers and all the media. By the end of the
year the case had not been yet finished, still some of the creators of the anima-
tion received political asylum abroad.

The democratically elected leaders of the Union of Poles in Belarus were
also legally persecuted under a vain pretext. Among them were the head of the



REVIEW-CHRONICLE of the human rights violations in Belarus in 2005

Union Anzhalika Borys, vice-head Veslau Keuliak, editor-in-chief of the Gios z
nad Niemna newspaper Andzhei Pisalnik and editor-in-chief of Magazyn Pol-
ski Andrei Pachobut.

Another scandalous case with many repercussions was the persecution of
a Hrodna businessman Mikalai Autukhovich, which is apparently connected
with his activity as the leader of the entrepreneurs’ movement in Hrodna re-
gion. He is accused of tax evasion with grand damage to the state budget. In
protest against false accusations, M.Autukhovich was on hunger-strike in pris-
on for 72 days.

In 2005 a number of cases connected with political graffiti were initiated.
Such cases are not only a kind of legal persecution of the opposition youth, but
also a formal ground for searches in the civil activists’ flats and offices of civil
organizations, interrogations and other investigational activity.

The current Belarusian authorities resort to various means of administra-
tive persecution of their political opponents, including arrests, violence and
usage of weapons. The largest amounts of peaceful demonstrationist were
arrested during the action on Freedom Day, 25 March and during Chernoby!
Way on 26 April in Minsk. On 26 April the police detained not only Belarusian
citizens but Ukrainians and Russians as well. Such cases usually followed by
short terms of imprisonment or large fines; courts do not issue warnings or
stop cases in the absence of corpus delicti any more — such trials are often a
mere formality.

During peaceful demonstrations the police usually use extremely violent
means, tortures and battery of demonstrationists and detainees, with no pun-
ishment for such actions. Sviatlana Zavadzkaia was beaten by a riot police
squad officer Davidovich during the action in remembrance of her missing
husband. In spite of the fact that the battery was filmed, both the prosecutor’s
office and the court refused to bring the officer to responsibility.

6 participants of the rally on 16 September sustained traumas of different
severity. The youth activist Mikita Sasim was taken to hospital with a craniocer-
ebral injury. After a medical treatment he sent complaints of the police unlawful
actions to the prosecutor’s office and court, but none of them was brought to
responsibility.

There are some cases that arouse especial concern — several people ex-
perienced administrative persecution for holding meetings indoors, e.g. in flats.
S.Antonchyk, member of the Supreme Soviet of the 12" convocation, was put
to prison for 15 days. A.Novik, member of the Belarusian Communists’ Party,
was fined around USD 500 for holding ‘an illegitimate meeting’ in the backyard
of his own house.

Members of various religious communities, mainly Protestant one, were also
administratively persecuted. Masses were viewed as illegitimate meetings, with
subsequent big fines. V.lurevich, administrative officer of the church New Life,
and its pastor V.Hancharenka were repeatedly punished with huge fines.
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There were numerous arrests and punishments of the people who distrib-
uted alternative media, both registered (Narodnaia volia, Vremya, etc.) and
unregistered ones. A considerable part of them were youth activists.

Violent arrests and detentions of political activists became a rule for Bela-
rus — hundreds of such cases were registered in 2005. Moreover, administra-
tive and judicial rules are not always followed — the maximum period of deten-
tion and arrest report procedures are neglected, there were cases of illegiti-
mate confiscations. Unwarranted searches by the police and KGB officers also
became customary all over the country.

Dismissals and pressure
on employees and students

Apart from criminal and administrative persecution of political opponents,
the authorities use threatening and discrimination of employees and students.
In 2005 there were numerous cases of dismissals of political activists or threat-
ening with dismissal. The contract system of employing civil servants (80% of
employees work at state-owned enterprises) affords ground for political perse-
cution at work. This is buttressed up by numerous facts of dismissals —
V.Dukhomenka (head of the Belarusian Free Trade Union’s office at Navapo-
latsk heat and power plant), I. Abukhou and |.Haichanka (members of the Council
of the Belarusian Free Trade Union), V.Rybchanka (head of the Belarusian
Communists’ Party Zhlobin office), M.Bahdanovich (member of the civil move-
ment Razam (Together), |.Darashenka (head of radio-electronic industry trade
union organization), U.Feaktystau (head of the Belarusian Free Trade Union’s
office at Zaslaueburvod enterprise), L.Haravy (schoolmaster of a Horki school),
P.Usau (teacher in political studies at Mahiliou State University) etc.

A number of major scientists with alternative views on the state policy in
science were disemployed from the National Academy of Sciences. The ad-
ministration of the Institute of History of the National Academy of Sciences
refused to continue contracts with famous historians H.Sahanovich,
U.Anishchanka and A.Kishtumatau. There were numerous cases of pressure
on disloyal teachers. With the beginning of the presidential campaign at the
end of 2005 the state intensified the pressure on the employees who act as
agents of alternative candidates.

Another oppressive device is sending down of students for their civil activ-
ity and beliefs. In 2005 such persecution acquired legal power in A.Radzkou’s
(Minister of Education) decree On measures against attempts of involving stu-
dents in unlawful political activity. The decree issued for official use only, deals
with the procedure of ideological activities with students and provides for per-
sonal responsibility of the heads of educational departments and institutions
for ‘the facts of students’ participation in illegitimate rallies and unlawful ac-
]|] tions.” The essential part of the document is compulsory administrative inves-
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tigations into such actions held by oppositional organizations. Another com-
pulsory measure is educational reaction including dismissal of students for
‘taking part in unlawful activities and committing unlawful offences in a public
place’. After this document was issued, Belarusian educational institutions began
developing their own regulations, carrying open political discrimination. Mean-
while, those students who cooperate with the state youth organization Belaru-
sian National Republican Youth Union (BRSM) were granted benefits. Accord-
ing to the president’s decree #369 On making amendments to president’s de-
cree #382 of 25 September 1996 such students are provided with higher schol-
arships.

There was a considerable amount of pressure on students (including ex-
pulsion) for dissidence this year. Iryna Toustsik, a senior student of Minsk Ped-
agogical University and a member of the youth movement Zubr, was expelled
by the University’s administration. A number of students of the journalists’ fac-
ulty of the Belarusian State University had to give up their studies because of
ideological pressure, including the journalist Volha Klaskouskaia. Tatsiana
Khoma, a student of the Belarusian State Economic University, was expelled
for missing three days of classes without the official permission and participat-
ing in an ESIB meeting, a major European organization for students’ rights.
Other victims of persecution who were sent down from higher education insti-
tutions include |.Shchakarevich, A.Kursevich, la.Skrabutan, A.Zarembiuk,
S.Savich, |.Valkavets, P.Krasouski, A.Finkevich, Z.Chartkou and other students.

Some teenagers cannot even obtain secondary education because of po-
litical reasons — they are sent down from schools and colleges. S.Murashka
was sent down from Zhodzina Polytechnics College, K.Shymanovich — from
Minsk College of Law, P.Karaniukhin — from Pleshchanitsy State Sports Col-
lege, A.Smolski — from Suvorau Military College. N.Maksimava and V.Halubets,
students of Zhodzina Single-sex School, were threatened with sending down
for expressing solidarity with the excluded activists. A youth hunger-strike in
protest against political oppression was held in Zhodzina.

Several students experienced active pressure from the KGB, including re-
cruiting.

|.Toustsik, coordinator of Zubr human rights watch department, was not
allowed to obtain a permissive seal for leaving the country. In the passport
department, she was told that she had ‘certain problems with the KGB’.

The KGB tried to recruit a Zubr member V.Lazouskaia. On 22 March she
was asked to come to Minsk Frunzenski District KGB Department ‘for a talk’.
She refused to turn up without a summons. Her father who decided to go
instead of her was shown a floppy disk with ‘information on the girl'. A KGB
officer said that Lazouskaia would have to collaborate with the KGB in order
not to have problems while entering a university.

There were several recorded cases when special police services put pres-
sure upon young activists’ parents. The father of the head of Baranavichy Young
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Front office Siarhei Marchyk received a telephone call from Baranavichy KGB
vice-head. He was threatened that his son would be expelled from the univer-
sity if did not stop his political activity.

Thus, in 2005 administrative persecution and pressure on employees and
students became a custom means of eradicating dissentients, among which
the young appeared to be the most unprotected ones.

Restraint of freedom of speech,
censorship and persecution of independent media

According to the Ministry of Information at the beginning of 2006 there
were 1 222 periodicals (751 newspapers, 434 magazines and journals, 33
bulletins, 2 catalogues, 2 almanacs and 8 news agencies), 54 TV channels
and 154 radio channels (156 of them are state owned and 52 are private) in
Belarus. Experts say that there are only 20 newspapers in Belarus dealing with
social and political issues, which are not controlled by the state. There are no
independent TV and radio channels in Belarus — all the private media have to
submit the broadcast data to the government’s approval (the news contents
are approved in advance), there is constant monitoring of information and the
political set of independent radio channels is always checked.

In 2005 the authorities used the following means of eradicating freedom of
speech: closures or suspensions of media, pre-censorship and other ways of
violating the professional independence of the editorial staff, legal persecution
for publications, arrests of journalists and warnings connected with their pro-
fessional activity, economic pressure on media, obstruction in creating and
distributing media, groundless judicial suits, limited accreditation facilities. The
government was especially particular about restraining foreign journalists and
distributing foreign media.

On 18 October 2005 Vasil Hrodnikau, journalist of the Narodnaia volia news-
paper, was found dead in his house in Zaslauie (Minsk region). According to
the medical experts, he died of a craniocerebral injury. His personal things
remained intact. In his publications V.Hrodnikau criticized the regime and its
anti-democratic policy. His colleagues think that an assassination must not be
ruled out. The police stopped the case saying it was a fatal accident.

Belarusian police have not found the murderer of Veranika Charkasava, a
journalist of Salidarnasts newspaper, who was murdered with a knife in Octo-
ber 2004. The police refused to treat the case as murder connected with the
journalist’s professional activity, including journalistic inquiries. The investiga-
tion is constantly delayed, while the attention is focused on the version of a
domestic crime. The police view Charkasava’s teenage son as the main sus-
pect in this case. Later, he was detained and charged with counterfeiting.

In 2005 several newspapers were closed, including Den, Navinki, Novaya
12 gazeta Smorgoni and Maladziozhny praspekt. Many newspapers, including
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the biggest independent newspaper Narodnaia volia, were warned by the Min-
istry of Information.

Following the president’s decree, a number of newspapers were forced to
change their names, leaving out the words ‘Belarusian’ and ‘national’: Be-
lorusskaya delovaya gazeta had to change its name to ‘BDG.Delovaya gaze-
ta’, Belorusskiy rynok — to Belorusy i rynok, Belorusskaya gazeta — to Belgaze-
ta, Natsionalnaya ekonomicheskaya gazeta — to Ekonomicheskaya gazeta.

Most of the periodical press faced refusals from publishing houses — both
single issues and the whole newspaper. Such were the cases with Gios znad
Niemna (the newspaper of the Union of Poles in Belarus), Pinsk newspapers
Miastsovy chas and Zhivaia voda, Hrodna newspaper Birzha informatsii. Be-
ing unable to be published in Belarus, several major newspapers are printed in
Russia: Narodnaia volia, BDG.Delovaya Gazeta, Tovarishch etc. The newspa-
pers’ circulations printed abroad go through the customs examination; they
are very often unlawfully confiscated either by the customs officer or by the
police.

The hardest blow to independent press was made by the prohibition to be
distributed through Belsaiuzdruk’s system. The 2006 subscription index did
not include over 20 private newspapers, both republican and regional ones:
Nasha niva, Narodnaia volia, Salidarnasts, Zgoda, Rehiianalnaia hazeta (Ma-
ladechna), Hazeta Slonimskaia, Volnaie Hlybokaie, Brestski kuryer, Borisovski-
ye novosti, Birzha informatsii (Hrodna), Vitsebskiy kurier, Liakhavitski chas,
Niasvizhski chas, Hantsavitski chas, Mestnaya gazeta (Smarhon) and others.
By doing this, Belposhta violated the law On Postal Service. Earlier in 2004, a
new procedure of licensed postal delivery was initiated — only state-owned
enterprises received such license. At the same time, distribution of independ-
ent newspapers through Belsaiuzdruk system was practically banned. Private
distributors are also persecuted: there were numerous cases of arrests and
fines for distributing independent media.

Moral damage suits remained one of the basic means of economic perse-
cution of media. Such suits were normally brought by civil servants and were
apparently meant to bankrupt independent newspapers. Minsk Tsentralny Dis-
trict Court resolved to exact 30 million roubles from the editorial board of Pressbol
newspaper and 10 million roubles from its editor-in-chief U.Berazhkou in fa-
vour of M.Korbut, Minister of Finance and head of Belarusian Gymnastics As-
sociation. Minsk Kastrychnitski District Court resolved to exact 50 million rou-
bles from BDG.Delovaya gazeta and 5 million from one of its journalists S.Satsuk
in favour of ex-special police squad officer S.Biadrytski.

The biggest sum of money in the history of Belarusian independent media
was exacted from Narodnaia volia. Minsk Leninski Borough Court resolved to
exact 100 million roubles (over USD 45 000) in favour of S.Haidukevich, the
leader of Belarusian Liberal-Democratic Party. |.Siaredzich, editor-in-chief, had
to ask readers for assistance, and as a result of active public support Narod-
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naia volia managed to pay off the damage. At the same time, the newspaper
was bound over to pay huge sums of money to six people who had sued Nar-
odnaia volia for publishing their names among the supporters of Wil of the
People movement. It is indicative that all the suits were identical.

Such cases point to the authorities’ bias, who always meet claims brought
against independent media. Meanwhile, apparently false information in the
state press cannot be disproved in court — even if there is indubitable evi-
dence, courts would not sustain such claims.

Thus, the year of 2005 was marked by further attempts of violating free-
dom of speech and opinions, and restraint of independent media, which result-
ed in nearly complete eradicating of alternative information sources.

Restraint of freedom of associations
and persecution of NGOs

Throughout 2005 Belarusian NGOs, political parties and independent trade
unions were subjected to numerous persecutions and restraints.

There occurred several fundamental changes to the legislation on NGOs.
The parliament passed redrafted versions of the laws On public associations
and On political parties. The president’s decree crucially changed the legal
status of funds — the scope of their activity was considerably narrowed. NGOs’
ability to receive donations and international technical assistance was also
limited.

Belarusian legislation in this sphere is one of the harshest in the CIS and in
other neighboring countries. The Civil Code provides for the existence of sev-
eral forms of non-commercial organizations — public associations, religious
associations, funds, establishments and unions. Civil associations are the most
popular type of NGOs. Their activity is controlled by a special law On Public
Associations of 1994, which was considerably altered in 2005. These changes
were made in haste, neglecting the parliamentary procedures. As a result, the
restraint of NGOs which had previously been used unlawfully was finally legit-
imated — the number of liquidation occasions increased; any activity of an
unregistered NGO was declared illegal and subject to legal punishment; regis-
tration procedures were made even more complicated and formalistic. The
new regulations include: possibility of closing an NGO, obligation to produce
reports on their activity to the Ministry of Justice till 1 March annually, ban for
NGOs’ business activity. NGOs’ statute terms were also changed. All the NGOs
were to change their statutes in accordance with the new legislation within
2005 and 2006. Thus, NGOs faced new obstacles connected with the govern-
ment’s increasing control over their activity.

These requirements also include a high duty (over USD 220 for a national
NGO and some USD 100 for a local NGO), and legal address specifications (it
is to be situated in non-residential premises, which is difficult to be followed
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under existing conditions with the state’s total control over real estate). A number
of national and local NGOs were closed down in 2005 on the grounds of not
having a legal address.

It was the local NGOs’ offices that suffered most from the new regulations
on the legal address — hundreds of them were liquidated because of this. The
most striking is that Homel branch of the Belarusian Association of Journalists
only managed to find 3 m? premises under the stairs of a block of flats. Later,
the organization was asked to produce official permissions of the sanitary in-
spection and Emergency Control Ministry, while these issues had previously
been settled in a contact approved by the utility service. Some of NGOs and
political parties tried to assert their rights in court, but none of the claims
(F.Skaryna Belarusian Language Society, Belarusian People’s Front
Adradzhenne, the Communist Party of Belarus, the United Civil Party, etc.)
was met by the Supreme Court.

Several religious organizations also faced similar problems in 2005 — a
number of them were liquidated, while the believers were put pressure upon.

The history of NGOs’ registrations points to the fact that their applications
are considered from the political point of view. NGOs that are not politically
linked to the existing power are not granted registration. Claims do not appear
to be an effective means of protest — courts never take sides of NGOs and
never overturn the official decisions. They are never guided by the law regulat-
ing the grounds for such decisions, but take into consideration by-laws and
experts’ decisions, which are not always based on the law. The work of interna-
tional NGOs and their representative offices is also considerably restrained
and presents severe financial difficulties.

In the next example we will see the authorities’ treatment of the principles
of freedom of associations. As early as 2002 the public initiative Partnership
specializing in electoral observing was not granted registration permission.
The members of the organization intended to hold a new constituent assembly
in October 2005. The congress was stopped by the police, who accused its
participants of holding an illegitimate meeting and took some 70 people to the
police station. M.Astreika, the organization’s leader, and his assistants
E.Branitskaia and A.Bondarau were sentenced to 15 days of imprisonment;
S.Konava was fined around USD 350.

According to the official data, 61 civil associations were registered in 2005
(3 international, 13 national and 45 local ones). All in all, against the beginning
of 2006 there were 17 political parties, 41 trade unions, 2 247 civil associations
(239 international, 724 national and 1 284 local ones) and 16 unions of civil
associations. The majority of civil associations and initiatives (over 2 000) work
without registration, which is subject to criminal persecution of their partici-
pants.

Apart from the problems that parties and NGOs face, one should mention
the changes in the legal regulations of the funds’ activity. Their work is not
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regulated by any law — it is controlled by the presidential decrees. On 1 July 1
2005 the president’s decree On certain measures on regulating the funds’ ac-
tivity initiated their re-registration, which was a hard blow for the organizations
that had been liquidated and later registered as funds. According to the de-
cree, a person that has previously been a member of the executing council of
a liquidated organization cannot act as the founder of a fund for three years.
Like civil associations, funds should be registered and controlled by the Minis-
try of Justice. A new notion of the territory of the funds’ activity was introduced
—they are subdivided into international, local and republican ones. The number
of liquidation occasions, and the statutory fund fees were increased. In order
to create an international or a national fund one should bring in more than USD
14 000, for a local fund the sum should not be less than USD 1 500. All the
registered funds must be re-registered by 1 February 2006.

The possibilities of receiving donations were considerably limited by the
president’s decree #300 of 1 July 2005 On granting and utilizing free assist-
ance (sponsorship). Donations other than described in the decree are accom-
plished by the presidential decision only.

Inspections are one of the basic means of control over the associations’
activity — every check-up may entail serious punitive sanctions. Liquidations
and legal persecution of organizations are absolutely unlawful and violent —
any minor violation of by-laws and regulations may be viewed as a serious
offence by the court and end up in their liquidation.

Many major NGOs were liquidated by the court in 2005. In April the Inde-
pendent Institute for Socio-Economic and Political Studies was closed down at
the suit by the Ministry of Justice. The grounds for that decision were usual —
the Institute was not situated at its legal address, besides it failed to send a
report to the Ministry of Justice (it did not produce one of the questionnaires).
Thus, according to the state, the Institute violated the legislation and its own
statute. Meanwhile, the actual reason for the decision was well known — dis-
seminating information on the results of the referendum and election in Octo-
ber 2004. The liquidation was a means of preventing similar research in future
electoral campaigns.

All'in all, 68 NGOs were liquidated in 2005 (17 republican and 51 interna-
tional). Among them were the women’s movement Revival of Motherland, the
public association Usiaslau Charadzei, the international public association
Belarusian perspectives, Belarusian Scout Association and other NGOs. There
were no recorded cases of rehabilitation in court. 43 NGOs decided stop their
work because of the pressure put on them by the state. In 2005 NGOs re-
ceived 425 written warnings (as compared with 264 in 2004). Political parties
were warned 32 times.

2005 was marked by the Ministry of Justice’s violent interference in the
affairs of the Union of Poles in Belarus (UPB). The Ministry did not renounce
"i the results of the Union’s March congress, and willing to have control over the
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organization started mass persecutions of its leaders. With the help of the
state the loyal part of the UPB held a new congress, as a result of which the
organization appeared to be practically split. The conflict had many repercus-
sions on the international level, since it was viewed as an attempt of oppress-
ing the Polish minority in Belarus.

Thus, from a country with unfavorable civil climate Belarus turned into a
real zone of danger to NGOs. Probability of legal persecution, detention or
forced labor, confiscation of property, disemployment, the unsettled legal sta-
tus of any commercial enterprise — all this makes Belarus an extreme zone for
NGOs.

Belarus still resorts to capital punishment

Two capital sentences were executed in Belarus in 2005 (according to the
head of the Supreme Court V.Sukala). Belarus is the only European country
that uses capital punishment. European and international organizations criti-
cize Belarus for using capital punishment. The criticism is not only based on
the existence of such punishment, but on a lack of information on its execu-
tion.

Pressure on human rights activists
and organizations

Human rights activists and organizations also experienced persecution from
the side of the regime. The case of Hary Pahaniaila (defamation of the presi-
dent), vice-head of Belarusian Helsinki Committee, was suspended and then
resumed. In his interview to a Swedish TV channel H.Pahaniaila spoke of the
existing power’s possible connection with the kidnapping and murder of fa-
mous politicians, a businessman and a journalist — l.Zakharanka, V.Hanchar,
A.Krasouski and D.Zavadzki.

After the Supreme Economic Court reversed all the previous decisions on
the case of the Committee, the risk of criminal persecution of the organiza-
tion’s head T.Protska and accountant T.Radkevich became too momentous.
The case, initiated as early as 2004 on the grounds of the Committee’s failure
to pay the taxes on the EU’s financial assistance, was later stopped. Under the
tax department’s decision, the organization is to pay some USD 75 000 of
taxes and penalty fees.

The case of U.Malei, a human rights watch expert and a member of Ma-
laryta District Deputy Soviet, who is charged with libel upon the head of Ma-
laryta District Executive Committee, is still under investigation. It had previous-
ly been stopped in the absence of corpus delicti, but soon resumed.

In October a window in the flat of Aliaksei and Sviatlana Lapitskis, human
rights activists from Zhodzina, was shot at with a pneumatic gun. The next
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night the window was stained with paint. In spite of the fact that Zhodzina City
Board of Internal Affairs initiated a criminal case, the culprits have not been
found yet.

Belarusian authorities do not allow the UN special reporter on human rights
in Belarus A.Severin to enter the country, saying that his coming to Belarus in
this capacity is inappropriate.

It should be stated that human rights violations in Belarus turned into one
of the main means of the dictatorship state policy. The oppressive system
created by the state was developed and legitimated in 2005. The problem of
human rights violations cannot be solved under these circumstances unless
the existing regime is changed.
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1. Legal acts and restrictive
amendments to them

On 25 January it became known that the draft law On national state-
public associations was included into the agenda of the spring session of the
Chamber of Representatives. The draft which was elaborated on Lukashen-
ka’s errand provides establishment of pseudo-public structures, controlled
and financed by the authorities. The adversaries of the law stated the author-
ities wanted to revive the public structures of the totalitarian period of Belaru-
sian history. The head of the parliamentary commission on human rights,
national relations and mass media Aliaksandr Sviryd confessed there hadn’t
been such a law in Belarus before, but state-public associations already ex-
isted and were a hybrid of state and public property. The law proposes to
confess such organizations as a peculiar kind of non-commercial organiza-
tions that are established and liquidated by the supreme organs of state
power. The conditions for their establishment are to be defined by president
or the parliament, depending on the tasks which the state gives to them,
pointed Sviryd. Among the existing organizations of this kind we can mention
Belarusian National Youth Union (BRSM), women’s and veterans’ unions that
execute the official orders and actively delegate their members to election
commissions. The human rights activist Ales Bialiatski thinks that this draft
law witnesses the intention of the authorities to return to the former soviet
system of pseudo-public associations.

On 1 February there were enforced the amendments to the law On inter-
nal military forces of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Belarus
that were adopted by the Chamber of Representatives on the initiative of the
presidential administration. Now internal military forces can use special trun-
cheons, gases, equipment and weapons on presidential order. In fact, these
norms set aside the notion of ‘criminal order’, according to which military forc-
es have the right to refuse, for instance, from shooting peaceful citizens or
pressing them with tanks. Analysts think it was done not to let a color revolu-
tion happen in Belarus. The lawyer Valiantsin Stefanovich commented: ‘Lu-
kashenka doesn'’t trust secret services and wants them to increase the control
of the society. He tries not to admit any manifestations of the oppositional
activity. These are alarming tendencies. As a result of the amendments to the
law On internal military forces the article that regulates the use of special means
and firearms was supplied with the words ‘and in other cases that are defined
by the president of the Republic of Belarus’. At the same time, the article doesn’t
define in which cases the president can decide that it is necessary to use
firearms and doesn’t specify the form of his order, oral or written. These amend-
ments pose a threat to one of the main human rights, the right to life.’
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On 3 February it became known that a person who joins such organs of
the law machinery as KGB, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Security Soviet, prose-
cutor’s office or presidential guard, must fill the following note: Due to receiving
access to state secrets | agree to check-up measures related to me by the
state security organs of the Republic of Belarus and also to temporary limita-
tion of the immunity of personal life... It is necessary to fill this paper during the
acceptance to the aforementioned organs and prolongation of the contracts
there. The right to immunity of personal life is one of the fundamental rights
and is mentioned in the Constitution and in the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights that was ratified by Belarus.

On 15 February the information minister of Belarus Uladzimir Rusakevich
gave interview to Interfax informational agency. There he said it was too early
to set aside the articles of the criminal code according to which journalists
could be punished for insulting the honor and dignity of state officials: ‘Some-
day, when the level of the political culture of the society is much higher, this
norm will become unnecessary, but it won’t happen quickly’. U.Rusakevich
emphasized that the laws of the majority of European countries provided pun-
ishments to journalists for libel: ‘I am very anxious about human dignity and
when somebody resorts to shameless insults, it must bring punishment.” The
minister didn’t agree with the statement that journalists must criticize the state:
‘Itis a good and safe business to criticize the state, but a journalist’s work must
be creative, first of all’, he said.

On 21 April it became known that according to the new order issued by
the justice minister Viktar Halavanau, the organization structures of the pub-
lic associations and political parties would have to re-register their legal ad-
dresses by 1 June of this year. Aleh Slizheuski, the head of the public asso-
ciations department, said the justice department issued a commission re-
quiring that this issue be closed by the indicated date. This means that the
structures of the parties and public associations that will fail to submit docu-
ments for changing the legal address will be deregistered. In October 2004
the Ministry of Justice addressed all national public associations and politi-
cal parties, which have organization structures registered apartments of multi-
storied residential buildings, proposing that they move such structures to the
legal addresses on non-residential premises or in one-apartment (detached)
houses by 1 February 2005. However, according to a statement by Mr
Slizheuski, quite a few public associations and political parties did not get
their organization structures re-registered to new legal addresses. As a re-
sult, the Ministry of Justice issued several dozens of written warnings for this
violation. However, because the inability to meet this deadline set by the
Ministry of Justice became obvious, the Ministry decided to extend the re-
2“ registration deadline to 1 June.
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On 12 May the BPF Party directed to the Constitutional Court the request
to check the constitutionality of Lukashenka’s decree of 7 May, in which he
ordered to rename Frantsysk Skaryna Av to Nezalezhnastsi Av, Masherau Av
— to Peramozhtsau Av, lerusalimskaia, Drozd and Varvashenia streets — to
Masherau Av and Starabarysauski Tract — to Frantsysk Skaryna Av. According
to Uladzimir Labkovich, chair of the organization-legal commission of Belaru-
sian People’s Front, the decree about renaming of three large streets in the
center of Minsk that was signed by Aliaksandr Lukashenka, violates Belaru-
sian legislation, according to which only local Deputy Soviets have the powers
to rename streets.

On 25 May there was introduced the new version of the bill On state secu-
rity services that gives broader powers to secret services. Now they can enter
a person’s place or any (even foreign) organization’s office without the prose-
cutor’s office sanction. The prosecutor’s permission is not necessary at all,
informing the prosecutor within 24 hours of the entry necessitated by operative
reasons will do. Another important innovation of the law is the right of the spe-
cial service to implant its secret agents into any organization. A person disclos-
ing the identity of a secret agent will be criminally persecuted under the law.
The punishment is up to 5 years in prison. The one who makes public a state
secret will be imprisoned for the same term...

On 31 May Aliaksandr Lukashenka signed the order regulating the use of
the words ‘national’ and ‘Belarusian’ in the names of commercial and non-
commercial organizations of the country. State organizations, organizations
with the state form of property and the mass media that were established by
the state are permitted to use both these words in their names. Political par-
ties, national public associations, trade unions and banks can use only the
word ‘Belarusian’, but have no right to use the word ‘national’. Non-state inde-
pendent mass media have no right to use any of these words. The order also
obliged the organizations and the mass media whose names didn’t correspond
to these conditions to re-register within three-month term. It concerned first of
all such influential independent editions as Belorusskaya delovaya gazeta,
Belorusskiy rynok and Belorusskaya gazeta. Mikhail Pastukhou, the chair of
BAJ Center of Legal Defense of Mass Media, stated the order limited the con-
stitutional rights of citizens: ‘In this case there takes place groundless limita-
tion of the freedom of expression, the right to use words and terms. | speak
here of limitation due to the fact that article #23 of the Constitution defines the
cases in which the constitutional rights and liberties can be limited. In this case
limitation is groundless — there are no serious reasons for it. And one more
thing: why is there such a difference between state and non-state structures?
It is an evident form of discrimination of the rights of certain structures. This
limitation creates problems to those who had the words ‘national’ and ‘Belaru-
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sian’ in their names. For instance, why must Belorusskiy rynok undergo re-
registration?’

On 3 June the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives Siarhei Kastsian
demanded forcible sterilization for the persons who lead anti-social way of life.
It happened during the discussion of who was to compensate the loss which
the state incurred upbringing the children whose parents were deprived of the
parental rights.

On 7 June the leadership of the BPF Party received the negative answer
from the Constitutional Court to its request for finding unconstitutional Lukash-
enka’s order for renaming of a number of streets and avenues in the center of
Minsk. The Constitutional Court refused to consider the application concern-
ing the legality of the order referring to the fact parties didn’t have the right to
initiate proceedings at the Constitutional Court and the court refused to initiate
them on its own initiative.

On 7 June Human Rights Center Viasna obtained a copy of the letter of
the Ministry of Education #03-24/28, restricted publication About non-admis-
sion of the attempts of involvement of pupils and students in unlawful political
activity, signed by the minister Aliaksandr Radzkou and addressed to the edu-
cation departments of regional executive committees and heads of secondary
and higher educational establishments. This document confirmed the practice
of political persecution of students that has existed for several years already.
The letter offered to enhance the ideological work with pupils and students for
‘neutralization of the attempts to involve students in lawless activity of political
kind’. For instance, it was proposed to widen the practice of creation of com-
missions on lawless and addictive behavior of students in educational estab-
lishments, organize registration and individual work with the pupils and stu-
dents that had inclination to such activity. It means that publicly and politically
active persons are watched with especial attention, which contradicts to the
Constitution, violates basic human rights and liberties. The letter also advises
to teachers and lecturers to do everything possible to leave no place for anti-
state rhetoric and criticism in the classrooms and introduce courses and pro-
grams oriented on upbringing of law-obedient citizens. Meanwhile, article #33
of the Constitution guarantees to each citizen of Belarus freedom of opinions,
convictions and the right to express them and article #34 guarantees the right
to receive, save and distribute complete, true and timely information about
activity of state organs, public associations, political, economical, cultural and
international life and the situation of the environment. The mentioned letter
actually introduced censorship in educational establishments, as a result of
which it would be possible to distribute there only ‘ideologically correct’ infor-
22 mation, which again contradicts to article #33 of the Constitution. The letter
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also made the administration of educational establishments responsible for
participation of students and pupils in unauthorized measures that are held by
oppositional organizations. It was recommended to them to expel pupils and
students, though neither the law on education, nor the rulings of the Ministry of
Education on secondary and higher educational establishments contained such
reason for expulsion as ‘participation in unauthorized measures held by oppo-
sition’. The human rights activist A.Bialiatski said the measures proposed by
the education minister would inescapably lead to fascist totalitarian order at
educational establishments: ‘Belarusians were expelled from the universities
of the Russian Empire, Polish gymnasiums and Soviet institutes for their polit-
ical views and public position. Now they will be deprived of the right to educa-
tion in Belarus. It is a crying shame from which the present education minister
and the direct implementers of the letter won’t wash clean till death.” Members
of HRC Viasna urged teachers and administration of higher educational estab-
lishments not to follow the urges of the non-constitutional letter of the educa-
tion minister, stay real intellectuals and defend the rights of the students and
pupils irrespective of their political views and convictions.

On 29 June the Chamber of Representatives adopted the Law On am-
mendments to the law of the Republic of Belarus on public associations. The
main part of the amendments to the law concerned the reinforcement of the
by-laws and practices that have already existed in the Belarusian law (presi-
dential decrees, documents approved by the Ministry of Justice). However, the
new edition also provided for a number of new grounds that can be used to
liquidate public associations. For example, the public association may be sus-
pended following violation of the law committed. Earlier, this measure did not
exist. The law increased the possibilities of the state interference with the ac-
tivity of associations, broadened the list of monitoring agencies and areas where
public associations would be monitored. At the same time the law didn’t pro-
vide for the possibility of cooperation between the government and public as-
sociations. For example, it didn’t contain social order provisions that exist in all
neighboring countries. The new edition stipulated that all public associations
would have to file with the registration authority a complete report on its activity
every year. A new article was added, which provided for up to six months of
suspension of public organizations following a court ruling. Business activity
may be performed only through specially created designated commercial struc-
tures. Some of the crucial loopholes of the Belarusian legislation on NGOs
have not been eliminated by the new law. Thus, the law does not regulate the
activity of the Committee for registration (re-registration) of public associations
and political parties, whose conclusions are required before a public associa-
tion can be registered. lury Chavusau, coordinator for the system of collective
defense of Belarusian NGOs, commented on the adoption of the new edition
of the law: ‘Now it is too early to say how the new provisions will affect the
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Belarusian third sector. | see it as a great danger that as a result public asso-
ciations will be required to go through re-registration again. Because, the new
edition of the law places some new demands on the contents of the mission
statements of public associations (the mission has to include ‘the subject of
activity’, a procedure for registration of the organization’s members, etc.). Judg-
ing from the text available, | can say that a number of restrictions on the right of
assembly contained in the new edition of the law do not meet international
standards of human rights — first of all, this concerns the ban on the activity of
unregistered associations of people, interference of the government into the
activity of associations and restrictions imposed on the activity of organiza-
tions.’

On 19 July the decree issued by Aliaksandr Lukashenka granted the Fed-
eration of Trade Unions in Belarus the right to exercise public control over the
execution of the labor legislation by organizations and individual entrepreneurs.
According to the new decree the trade unions have the right to control the
execution of the labor legislation in any economic entity. The chair of the Bela-
rusian Congress of Democratic Trade Unions Aliaksandr larashuk comment-
ed: ‘By the way, the government views the Federation of the Trade Unions of
Belarus as a part of the governmental system, a governmental agency’. Earli-
er, official trade unions could only control organizations that employed FTB
members, and primary trade union branches. Now they have the right to con-
trol individual entrepreneurs, and companies of any property type.

On 21 July the National Register of Legal Acts of Belarus included the law
‘On amendments to the law of the Republic of Belarus On public associations
signed by Lukashenka on 19 July. Article #12 of this law says that the names of
public associations and their organizational structures can no longer have the
words ‘Republic of Belarus’, ‘Belarus’, ‘Belarusian’, ‘national’, ‘people’s’ ‘un-
less otherwise specified by the President of the Republic of Belarus’. The doc-
ument specifies that all public organizations and unions must before 1 March
submit to registration agencies information about their numerical makeup, or-

ganization structures and events conducted during the year.
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On 21 July the Ministry of Labor and Welfare worked out a draft law that
would officially limit the unemployment status registration term to no more than
three years. The officials explained this by the need to harmonize the Belaru-
sian law with the Russian law that had this provision. The ministry stated that
many people who were registered as unemployed with the employment agen-
cy conscientiously did not want to work. The head of the ministerial depart-
ment Mikalai Kokhanau said that there were people who were registered as
unemployed for up to nine years. He said the country had 74 000 registered

2 unemployed persons, and the number of available jobs was 45 000. Inde-
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pendent analysts called the proposals by the Ministry of Labor an attempt to
artificially reduce the problem of unemployment. The draft law was brought
before the Chamber of Representatives.

On 28 July the United Civil Party addressed the Constitutional Court, re-
questing that it consider the decrees issued by the Presidents and regulations
adopted by the Government regarding business operations. According to the
UCP members, they largely contradict the Constitution. The statement made
by the political council of the UCP says: ‘The Belarusian authorities pursue a
goal-oriented policy of eliminating the national private enterprise. The creative
potential of the most active citizens of the country is blocked by officials’. The
actions of the authorities, in the opinion of the UCP, are ‘immoral and inflict
direct damage to Belarus’ because government ‘does not get new jobs, invest-
ments or innovations’. The position of the businessmen got still worse after the
presidential decree #285 of 18 June On some measures to regulate the busi-
ness operations took effect,” says the document.

On 2 August we obtained information that 30 000 children from Homel
region had been deprived of the possibility to receive free health care, provid-
ed by the law. The change is connected with a governmental decree. Accord-
ing to it, 48 villages and towns, including Zhlobin and Rahachou, were de-
clared radiation-free. The region authorities were going to enhance the rest of
people in summer camps. Except the 24 older camps, 8 new camps were
opened on the basis of a number of rest-homes. These camps could accept up
to 55 000 children. Many parents didn’t approve of the decision, due to a high
level of radioactive contamination in the region.

On 17 August a new version of the presidential decree On international
technical aid was issued, which bans receipt and use of international technical
assistance for ‘anti-constitutional purposes’. International technical aid with a
view to ‘seizing or overthrowing the state power, interfering into the internal
affairs of Belarus, whipping up social, national and religious hostility’ is banned.
Also, aid can not be used for preparation and conduct of elections, referenda,
mass actions, or production of agitation materials. The press service of Lu-
kashenka informed that the decree also views as international technical as-
sistance organization and conduct of seminars, conferences and other public
events. The organizers of such events that receive international technical aid
should submit information about these events to the international technical
cooperation committee. Representatives of the Belarusian third sector said
that the new decree would influence the situation neither positively nor nega-
tively: receiving funds from international donors will be just as complicated.

On 23 August Aliaksandr Lukashenka signed a decree that relaxed the
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contract-based employment system. According to the press service of Aliak-
sandr Lukashenka, the decree aims to limit the subjectivism of the employers
with respect to the conclusion and closure of contracts. Now the term of the
contract should not be less than a year. The term of contract concluded with
pregnant women and those on maternity leave should cover this period. With
respect to 53-year-old women and 58-year-old men, the contracts offered should
not last less than two years. The Belarusian Congress of Democratic Trade
Unions has been struggling against the contract-based employment system
launched by Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s decree #29. Though the new decree
issued by Lukashenka relaxes the negative consequences of the contract-
based system, it does not change the situation much, argues Mr larashuk: ‘I
can responsibly say: this is the same as refining serfdom or slavery. In es-
sence, these steps do not cancel the enforced nature of the contract system
that exists in the country now’.

On 12 September A.Lukashenka’s press-service announced that the pres-
ident had issued a decree regulating the procedure of pardoning the people
who have committed crimes connected with the damage to the state property.
According to the document, a citizen may be pardoned in the case she/she
admits the guilt, repays the damage and reveals the means of committing the
crime, together with the property obtained through criminal activities. The change
was said to be stimulating people’s penitence and contributing to crime pre-
vention. Some lawyers and politicians said the decree has a different purpose.
According to BHC Executive Director, A.Hulak, the new decree is a step to-
wards the personification of justice. ‘Such decrees speak of the president’s
further attempts to monopolize power, including the judicial one. He under-
takes the responsibilities for sentencing and granting pardon. On the other
hand, the decree is primarily directed at civil servants. It is a means of keeping
them underfoot — give everything back and | can pardon you. Only | can punish
or free, | am God and Master. It is a personification of the judicial power.’

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 19 September the Constitutional Court started to consider the ‘permis-
sive’ stamp issue. The case was initiated by the Constitutional Court in 2002
after the opposition group Respublika of the Chamber of Representatives had
tabled such a proposal. However, none of the group members were elected to
the new Chamber, so lury Kulakouski, the chair of the deputy commission for
human rights, appeared in the proceedings. He said that the governmental
agencies have virtually done nothing to implement the court ruling: ‘I see that
this issue is basically at the same level as three years ago. So | proposed the
term be continued.’ In his speech the representative of the Secretariat of the
Soviet of the Republic Aliaksandr Filanovich reminded that in 2004 almost 350
000 people received a stamp in the passport and paid a total of more than 9

25 billion rubles. According to Mr Filanovich, this money is a third more than was
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required for a registration system. What we have as a result is that the govern-
ment sells the right to go abroad, and sells this right at a price that is three
times as high as is economically justified. This is economic limitation of the
citizens’ rights.

On 21 September the Ministry of Justice adopted the ruling that demands
the state registration of blocs of political parties and trade unions, movements,
initiatives and coalitions and bans the activity of unregistered civil structures
on the territory of Belarus. The lawyer Uladzimir Labkovich explained that the
Civil Code doesn’t require registration of civil initiatives, while election blocs of
political parties are registered by the Central Election Committee: ‘I am afraid
that acting on behalf of such initiatives will be treated as activity on behalf of an
unregistered organization with all consequences. For the mass media this can
be a reason for liquidation, and for individuals — a reason for administrative
punishment, a fine or even administrative arrest. This continues preparations
for the presidential campaign. Because the main entities will be informal asso-
ciations, because all civil associations have already been eliminated, they are
now delivering a final blow.’

On 4 October the Constitutional Court of Belarus issued its verdict on the
case that was initiated on 5 September on proposal of the Soviet of Ministers
of Belarus, who asked the court to change the term of fulfiiment of the court
decision that was declared on 27 September 2002. By the latter decision the
court proposed the authorities to establish the system that would allow refus-
ing from usage of the seal in passports that permits travelling abroad. The
Constitutional Court confessed that the responsible officials haven’t taken any
appropriate measures for implementation of the decision. However, taking into
account the proposals of the government that were upheld by the Chamber of
Representatives (the case initiator), the court prolonged the term for imple-
mentation of the decision for unknown term.

On 17 October Aliaksandr Lukashenka signed the decree to change the
order for release of subjects of economy from economic responsibility. Accord-
ing to the decree, the decision to release any subject of economy from eco-
nomic responsibility, including the penalties imposed by courts, can be taken
only by the head of the state. The article provides the possibility of release
from economic sanctions for tax violations and violations in the spheres of
building, customs, trade and banking.

On 27 October the law On counteraction to extremism passed its first read-
ing at the House of Representatives. The law puts the political opponents of
the current regime in an extremely difficult position. In principle, all their ac-
tions have the potential of falling under the proposed law. The human rights
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activist Ales Bialiatski commented: ‘The proposed law does not introduce any-
thing particularly new and is barely in supplement to anything. So there is no
serious cause for alarm. It consolidates the current laws serving as basis for
the government’s current actions against associations, parties and individu-
als. What matters though is the change in the vocabulary and the labels that
could be potentially attached to NGOs. Now things could be categorized as
‘extremism’. This relays a higher degree of nervousness and, to a certain de-
gree, danger, which, in the government’s opinion, certain organizations and
individuals presumably pose. The current law on NGOs already provides for
the types of punishment being set by the new law (written warning, suspension
of activity, termination or liquidation of NGO). It has successfully served as legal
basis for retaliation against public opponents of the regime. The Ministry of Jus-
tice liquidated more than 150 organizations over the course of three years. The
same applies to political parties. The law On mass media contains all limitations
provided for by the law On counteraction to extremism, but it doesn’t use the
term ‘extremism’. We are moving on to another level of political vocabulary. The
new law serves as a means of propaganda and ideological pressure.’

On 14 November the Soviet of Ministers of Belarus passed the decision
which essentially signifies an even more severe state control over the public
opinion polls on social and political topics and publishing their results. The
decision is that all sociologic researches of political nature will be controlled by
the Commission on Public Opinion Polls of the National Academy of Sciences
of Belarus. The commission will be accrediting judicial persons who apply for
running public opinion polls connected to referenda, elections of the president,
elections of the Chamber of Representatives and the Soviet of Republic dep-
uties, social and political situation in the country as well as publishing the re-
sults of the researches in mass media. The commission has the authority to
control the activity of social services at any stage of running a poll and in a
case when the violations are found the Commission can terminate the accre-
ditation.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 25 November the Chamber of Representatives of the National Assem-
bly of the Republic of Belarus adopted in the first reading the draft law On
introduction of amendments to some legal acts of the Republic of Belarus with
the aim to increase the punishment for actions against individuals and public
security’. This draft was submitted by A.Lukashenka for urgent consideration.
It provides introduction of changes and amendments to the Criminal Code of
the Republic of Belarus. In particular, according to this draft law, a number of
new articles (such as illegal organization of activity of a public association or
fund and participation in their activity, discrediting of the Republic of Belarus)
were to be introduced. These amendments provide up to six months of arrest

28 or two years of jail for participation in the organizations which weren’t regis-
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tered or were deprived of the state organization and also for presenting to
foreign organizations or citizens ‘knowingly false information about the politi-
cal, economical, social, military or international situation of the Republic of
Belarus’. Human rights activists of Belarus stood against the introduction of
the political articles to the criminal legislation. In their protest note they stated:
‘The proposed amendments to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus
contradict not only to the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, but also to
the international acts in the field of human rights that were ratified by the Re-
public of Belarus, including the Convent on Civil and Political Rights, the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights and the fundamental principles of the
OSCE. These amendments violate such fundamental human rights as the free-
dom of opinion and conviction, the right to receive and distribute information,
the liberty of word, the right to association, etc. We are deeply convinced of the
solely repressive nature of this draft and think it is aimed at the intimidation of
the country’s citizens on the eve of the upcoming presidential election. Against
the background of the general deterioration of the situation of human rights in
the country, the liquidation of independent mass media, these amendments
will bring on yet further aggravation of the political repression and will return
Belarus to the worst times of the Soviet totalitarianism’.

In November Aliaksandr Lukashenka issued a decree to introduce amend-
ments to his decree On some measures for counteraction of human trafficking.
In the new decree #15 it is stated that the organizations that provide to Belaru-
sian students the possibility to work abroad during the summer vacations, have
to receive the appropriate state license with the previous approval of the Min-
istry of Education. In the previous decree the necessity of the ministry’s agree-
ment for studying abroad was mentioned as well. The new decree requires
such agreement of the ministry or the local authorities even for short trips of
students to foreign countries for participation in cultural and sportive events.
‘There’s no doubt that the Belarusian authorities continue the policy of self-
isolation. They try to limit the educational and public contacts of youth. The
Belarusian authorities are afraid of democratic influences the students can
naturally bring from foreign countries after comparing the situation in Belarus
with that of the countries they visit’, commented the human rights activist Ales
Bialiatski.

On 1 December the Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights De-
fenders, ajoint program of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)
and the World Organization Against Torture (OMCT) expressed their deepest
concern about the adoption in first reading, on 25 November 2005, of amend-
ments to the Belarusian Criminal Code by the Low Chamber of Parliament,
which strengthen penal responsibility concerning ‘acts against people and public
security’. The Observatory stated its preoccupation with these new amend-
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ments, which ‘put at serious risk the very activities of independent human rights
defenders in Belarus and constitute an additional tool for the authorities to
crackdown on the independent civil society’ , pointed they constitute a blatant
violation of international human rights instruments and called upon the Belaru-
sian authorities to stop the adoption process of these amendments, to put an
end to any kind of harassment against human rights organizations and their
members, and to put Belarusian legislation in conformity with the provisions of
the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, and international standards
relative to freedoms of association and expression.

On 2 December the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights
and Belarusian Helsinki Committee expressed their deep concern with the
new draft law that ‘would destabilize the work of human rights activists and
other segments of the Belarusian civil society’. ‘lmpreciseness of formulations
in the proposed amendments to the Criminal and the Criminal-Process Code
provides the authorities with the possibility to consider legal human rights ac-
tivity as illegal attempts to discredit the Belarusian state or damage its image’,
said the statement. IHF and BHC condemned the proposed repressive amend-
ments to the legislation and stated they were an evident attempt to further limit
the space in which people could publicly voice their opinions.

On 2 December the deputies of the Chamber of Representatives adopted
in the second reading amendments to the Criminal Code, introduced on behalf
of Lukashenka by Stsiapan Sukharenka, the KGB chief. During the vote the
bill was supported by 97 deputies, with only four voting against. The total number
of the deputies in the Chamber of Representatives is 110. The amendments
made provide for criminal punishment for discrediting the country, passing
deceitful information about the situation in Belarus to the foreign and interna-
tional organizations — from fines to a six month arrest or even imprisonment of
up to 2 years.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 3 December the chair of the OSCE office in Minsk, the Ambassador
?ke Peterson expressed his deep concern with the adoption of the amend-
ments to the Criminal and the Criminal-Process of Belarus that ‘can become a
hard blow on the civil society on the whole as well as particular individuals’. Mr
Peterson stated the enforcement of such amendments could lead to gross
violations of a number of principles and undertakings of Belarus to OSCE. The
Ambassador expressed the especial anxiety with the article ‘discrediting of the
Republic of Belarus’ that provided punishment for providing foreign organiza-
tions with knowingly false information about the situation in the country. The
OSCE mission in Minsk considered it could negative consequences for the
cooperation between the OSCE and the civil society and undermine the mis-

3“ sion’s efforts aimed at execution of its mandate.
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On 8 December the Soviet of the Republic once again demonstrated his
being only a tool of the presidential power and unanimously adopted the amend-
ments to the Criminal and the Criminal-process Code that were introduced by
the KGB head on behalf of Lukashenka on 2 December. The amendments
provide criminal punishment for ‘discrediting of the country, passing false in-
formation about the situation in Belarus to foreign and international organiza-
tions’ — from fine and 6-months’ arrest to 5 years of jail. The specialist in crim-
inal legislation, representative of the expert-legal group the Soviet of the Re-
public Vasil Tsimoshchanka said he had no principal remarks concerning the
article ‘discrediting of the Republic of Belarus’. The proposed punishment, up
to five years of jail, was left as well. Mr Tsimoshchanka said in the case of
adequate and strict following to the norms this draft law couldn’t lead to human
rights violations: ‘I think this norm is close to the legal norms of many Europe-
an countries and much depends on the practice. The law is quite concrete and
| think violations are not likely to happen.’

On 8 December the Chamber of Representatives of the National Assem-
bly of Belarus adopted in the second reading the draft law on introduction of
the changes to the Criminal and Criminal-Process Code according to which
the persons who inflicted economical harm to the state had to be freed from
criminal responsibility in the case they returned the means and repented. Dur-
ing the discussion of this draft law it was stated it was elaborated in connection
with the issue of a presidential decree that would come into force after the
introduction of the changes. The presidential administration explained that
according to the decree the decision about the release from criminal punish-
ment could be taken only by the head of the state. It was also said that on
A.Lukashenka’s decision parole could be also granted to for other crimes in-
cluding the crimes committed in the fields of building, customs and bank activi-
ty and trade.

On 9 December the Council of the Belarusian People’s Republic adopted a
statement concerning the voting of the amendments to the Criminal Code. The
Council considered it as another step in legalizing of the terror against all kinds
of political religious, public and cultural initiative that couldn’t be controlled by the
authorities. According to the statement, the criminalization of citizens for the so-
called ‘discrediting of the Republic in Belarus’ and their participation in the public
life destroyed the civil right to liberty of speech and freedom of association and
returned Belarus to the corrupt practice of Stalin’s times. The Council of BPR
also reminded that any attempts to usurp the power in Belarus, limit the civil
rights and actions against the state sovereignty would inescapably bring the
present head of the state to criminal and moral responsibility.

On 9 December the international organization Article 19 issued an official
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statement in connection with the adoption of the ‘draconic’ amendments to the
Criminal Code by both chambers of the Belarusian Parliament. Article 19 de-
clared the amendments incompatible with the right to free expression that was
guaranteed by the Belarusian constitution and article 19 of the International
Convent on Civil and Political Rights that was ratified by Belarus and urged
Aliaksandr Lukashenka to abstain from signing the law and refuse from this
very legislative initiative on the whole.

On 16 December at its special session the Chamber of Representatives of
the National Assembly of Belarus unanimously voted for the appointment of
the presidential election of 19 March. According to the Constitution it is the
parliament that fixes the date of presidential elections. The session took place
in the presence of the vice-head of the presidential administration Natallia
Piatkevich and the chair of Central Committee for Elections and Republican
Referenda Lidziia larmoshyna. Uladzimir Kanapliou, who presided the ses-
sion, stated that according to the experts in holding of elections spring was the
best time for such campaigns. The former chair of the Supreme Soviet, lawyer
Miachyslau Hryb stated that in this case the election would take place before
the end of the presidential powers of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. According to
him, pre-term election could be held only in the case the presidential seat
became vacant. On the other hand, the procedure of the appointment of the
Election Day was defined neither in the Constitution, nor in other legal acts.
According to Mr Hryb, the Chamber of Representatives gave quite a loose
explanation to the Constitution instead of adoption of the appropriate law. Mia-
chyslau Hryb stated that in the case of early election the country could get in
the situation of double presidency.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 20 December the law On amendments to the Criminal Code that pro-
vided up to five years of jail for ‘discrediting of the Republic of Belarus and the
state organs, urges that could inflict harm to the country, destabilization of the
situation, etc.” was introduced in the National register of legal acts. Lukashen-
ka signed the law on 15 December, but his press-service didn’t give publicity to
this information. The amendments come into effect 10 days after the official
publication.

2. Capital punishment

At his press-conference of 24 January, the head of the Supreme Court of
the Republic of Belarus Valiantsin Sukala informed journalists that the author-
32 ities sentenced two citizens to capital punishment. According to him, it wit-
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nesses that ‘Belarus really came up to the introduction of moratorium on death
punishment’. The head of the Supreme Court believes that the alternative to
the capital punishment is the life sentence, introduced by the new Criminal
code. In 2004 twelve persons were sentenced to it for especially hard felonies.

On 5 April in its report for 2004 Amnesty International stated that more and
more countries refused from death penalty. However, during the last year the
number of the people to which it was applied was the greatest for the last 25
years. Meanwhile, Belarus is the only country that uses death penalty. In 2004
five people were executed. According to Amnesty International, among CIS
countries only Belarus and Uzbekistan use this kind of punishment and both of
them conceal some of the cases.

On 10 October the world celebrated the date of abolition of death penalty.
Belarus and Uzbekistan remain the last countries that still use this kind of
punishment. The OSCE head Rene Van Der Linden pointed it in his speech.
The UN also has pretensions to Belarus concerning the process of execution.
Its special memorandum states that in Belarus it is equal to torture. According
to the death penalty department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, 126 death
verdicts have been pronounced since 1997. According to the department, their
number decreases: in the end of 1990-ies some 30-40 verdicts were issued
each year, in 2003 there were only four of them and in 2004 — 2. Minsk isolator
is the only place in Belarus where the executions take place. Usually at least a
year passes before the issue of the verdict and its execution. The convicts
have the right to complain against the verdict to the Supreme Court. Their last
hope is the presidential commission on paroles. Each decision of this commis-
sion is signed by Lukashenka in person.

3. Concealment of truth about the fate
of the missing persons

At the press-conference of 12 January Uladzimir Navumau, chair of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, stated MIA was making everything it could to find
the missing Belarusian citizens. He emphasized he didn’t single out lury Za-
kharanka, Viktar Hanchar, Anatol Krasouski and Dzmitry Zavadski from all oth-
ers and said that about 1 000 Belarusian citizens were missing, which, accord-
ing to him, was the smallest number in the former CIS countries. About 100
Belarusian citizens were wanted abroad, Belarusian MIA searched for 1/3 of
the Belarusian citizens on the request of the Ministries of the Internal Affairs of
the EU.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 17 January the human rights activist Aleh Volchak passed to Minsk
Prosecutor’s Office some documents related to the circumstances of the dis-
appearance of the former Minister of Interior of Belarus lury Zakharanka in
1999. Mr Volchak said about it at the presentation of the public association
Defenders of Fatherland that was establish with the aim to unite the democrat-
ically-minded former workers of the law machinery and military organs. Ac-
cording to Volchak, he received the documents from the former workers of the
prosecutor’s office Dzmitry Petrushkevich and Aleh Sluchak, who in 2001 re-
ceived political asylum in the US. The documents are related to the history of
the establishment of ‘death squadrons’, their staff and administration, the de-
tails of the kidnap of lury Zakharanka and the place of his burial. Besides,
there’s the list of 30 persons who, according to Petrushkevich and Sluchak,
knew about the existence of the ‘death squadron’. Among the enlisted persons
there were workers of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, KGB and the prosecutor’s
Office. According to Aleh Volchak, some of the documents were passed to the
investigators after the retirement of the KGB head Leanid leryn.

On 19 January Zinaida Hanchar submitted the letters with the request to
investigate the kidnap of her husband, vice-speaker of the Supreme Soviet of
Belarus of the 13" Convocation Viktar Hanchar to the Russian Federal Secu-
rity Service and the Prosecutor’s Office of the Russian Federation. In these
letters she referred to statements of the highest duty officials of Belarus that
Russian secret services were engaged in the kidnap and that from time to time
Belarusian state mass media distributed such information. Zinaida Hanchar
asked the administration of RFSS to use the convention of legal assistance,
signed by Russia and Belarus and conduct the investigation.

On 30 March the human rights activist Ales Bialiatski who took part in the
61t session of the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, passed to
the special reporter on Belarus Adrian Severin the appeal of Zinaida Hanchar,
wife of the missing politician Viktar Hanchar. Zinaida Hanchar expressed there
her regret with the fact that Mr Severin was deprived of the possibility to meet
with the relatives of the kidnapped politicians and journalists because of the
position of the Belarusian authorities. She also stated that none of the de-
mands of the previous UN resolution on Belarus were executed by the author-
ities, including the demand of exhausting, objective and independent investi-
gation of the politically motivated kidnaps and punishment of the persons guilty.
She also urged the commission to adopt one more resolution in Belarus and
condemn there the position of the Belarusian authorities who concealed true
information. Zinaida Hanchar said she was sure that under the present regime
it was impossible to investigate the political kidnaps.

On 7 April Volha Zavadskaia, mother of the missing cameraman of the
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Russian TV channel ORT Dzmitry Zavadski, received a notice from the Prose-
cutor’s Office of the Republic of Belarus, which concerned ‘the resumption of
the preliminary investigation in compliance with part 3 of article #249 of the
Code of Criminal Procedures of the Republic of Belarus’, and said ‘the prelim-
inary investigation into the criminal case 980159 initiated because of the dis-
appearance of your son Dzmitry Zavadski on 7 July 2000 was resumed on 4
April 2005 in view of the needed investigation measures in this case’.

On 30 April members of different human rights organizations visited Ul-
iana Zakharanka, lury Zakharanka’s mother who lives in the town of Vasilievi-
chy in Homel region. They congratulated her with the Victory Day. Among the
guests there were also Volha Zavadskaia, mother of the missing cameraman
Dzmitry Zavadski and Zinaida Hanchar, wife of the missing politician Viktar
Hanchar. The authorities still haven’t answered the question where are lury
Zakharanka, Viktar Hanchar, Anatol Krasouski and Dzmitry Zavadski. Uliana
Zakharanka is still waiting for her son.

On 4 May the active investigative measures were renewed on the case of
the disappearance of Dzmitry Zavadski, cameraman of the Russian ORT TV
channel. On the solicitation of Hary Pahaniaila, defense lawyer for Zavadski’s
relatives, the investigators checked the information about the body of the un-
known man, who in 2000 was taken there from Krupki and re-buried. The court
found that lhnatovich’s gang had relation to his disappearance. |hatovich was
born in Krupki. People saw him near Krupki, in Malinauka area, when Zavad-
ski disappeared. Later the bodies of two killed men were found there. The
investigative group on Zavadski’s case is still headed by lvan Branchel, inves-
tigator of the cases of especial importance. In 2001 he and his assistants
found that Zavadski was kidnapped by lhnatovich’s gang, but the body still
hasn’t been found. The General Prosecutor’s Office of Belarus tells nothing
about the details of this search, referring to the secret of investigation.

On 6 May in Kastrychnitskaia Square of Minsk there was an attempt to
hold the Chain of Concerned People, devoted to the sixth anniversary of Za-
kharanka’s disappearance, but in several minutes its participants were pushed
out of the square by riot squad police. The people held portraits of lury Zakha-
ranka in general’s parade uniform, hoping the police would understand the
aim of the action and pay at list a little respect to the former minister of internal
affairs.

At 1 p.m. on 7 May 10 people with white-red-white scarves and portraits of
lury Zakharanka came out to the Svabody Square and filed along the Art Mu-
seum. Valery Shchukin and activists of United Civil Party managed to stand
there for about twenty minutes. Suddenly the police arrived. There were twice
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more of them then the picket participants. Aliaksei Shakhovich, vice-chair of
Vitsebsk Kastrychnitski Borough Board of Internal Affairs, demanded from them
to disperse threatening to detain them otherwise. He reminded to one of the
picket participants, Alena Zaleskaia that a police report had been composed
on her for participation in Chernobyl Way on 26 April and for the repeated
violation she could receive a severe punishment, such as 15 days of jail, irre-
spective to her state of health and old age. Under the police pressure the
picket dispersed. However, UCP members held another action — they laid a
crown with white-red-white stripes to the Victory monument in Peramohi Square.
The police watched them all the time, but didn’t touch the crown.

On 7 May near lubileiny market in Brest there was held another commem-
orative action. It also lasted for about twenty minutes. The action participants
held portraits of the missing persons, which immediately turned the attention
of the police, who demanded from them to stop the unauthorized action. Sev-
eral minutes later the chair of Brest regional UCP organization Stsiapan Nav-
aselchan and his son Andrei were detained and taken to a police station. They
also tried to detain Zinaida Mikhniuk, chair of the trade union of radio-electron-
ic industry, but other participants of the action didn’t let them do it. However,
the police managed to put down her passport data. At the police station they
drew reports for organization of unauthorized assembly on Stsiapan and An-
drei Navaselchans.

On 5 May in Hrodna the civil movement We Remember organized an
unauthorized picket devoted to the anniversary of Zakharanka's disappear-
ance. It lasted from 2 to 3 p.m. Seven people took part in it and six of them
were detained at taken to Hrodna Kastrychnitski Borough Board of Internal
Affairs.
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On 7 May in Warsaw there was also held a picket devoted to the anniver-
sary of Zakharanka’s disappearance. About fifteen people handed out to pas-
sers by fly-sheets with information about the case. They also held white-red-
white flags and posters with such inscriptions ‘We remember the victims of
Lukashenka’s regime’. They also held a performance there, featuring a man
resembling Lukashenka, dressed in military uniform.

On 7 May a similar picket was held in the town of Landshut, not far from
Menchen, by the political refugee from Belarus lauhen Murashka. The partici-
pants held the poster ‘lury Zakharanka became a victim of the dictatorial re-
gime in Belarus’.

On 20 May Russia’s Prosecutor’s Office sent a letter to Zinaida Hanchar,
35 the wife of the politician Viktar Hanchar who had been kidnapped six years
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ago. The letter says ‘As it can be understood from you appeal, your husband
was kidnapped on the territory of the Republic of Belarus, and the case of his
abduction is being investigated by the prosecutor’s office of Minsk. If legal
assistance on the territory of another country is needed, the prosecutor’s of-
fice of Minsk may make an appropriate petition’. The press-secretary of the
General Prosecutor’s Office of Belarus lury Azaronak refused to say whether
the Belarusian side has made any petitions to the Russian office about legal
assistance. According to him, these were procedural issues whose publication
could hinder the investigation.

On 31 May with the assistance of diplomats Volha Zakharanka passed a
letter to the US president George Bush. In this letter the wife of the former
Minister of Interior lury Zakharanka (missing since May 1997) expressed grat-
itude to the American president for the moral support to the families of the
missing politicians. According to Volha Zakharanka, the Belarusian authorities
not only didn’t take any action to search the persons guilty of the political dis-
appearances, but also refuse to give any information concerning the investiga-
tion. In the letter to Mr Bush Volha Zakharanka wrote: ‘| have no illusions that
under the rule of the present authorities the criminal case will be objectively
and comprehensively investigated. The only way out, to our mind, is that one
of the European countries can bring a criminal case on the forced kidnap of
lury Zakharanka.’ After the disappearance of her husband Volha Zakharanka
was given political asylum in Germany and lives there with her daughters lulia
and Alena and five-year old grandson.

On 1 June Aleh Volchak, representative of the family of the missing ex-
minister of interior lury Zakharanka, stated that German lawyers were prepar-
ing the case on disappearance of Belarusian politicians for passing to the court
of one of the European countries. According to A.Volchak, Volha Zakharanka
informed him about this in her letter.

On 7 July on the fifth anniversary of the ORT cameraman’s disappearance
Dzmitry Zavadzki Reporters without Borders and the Belarusian Association of
Journalists made a joint statement that expressed their concern about the in-
activity of the Belarusian authorities as they conduct investigation into com-
plete disappearance of Dzmitry Zavadzki. The journalist organizations called
on the authorities to allow foreign experts to take part in the investigation re-
sumed on 4 April 2005, a year after the case closure.

On 7 July BAJ conducted a Day of Remembrance in commemoration of
the fifth anniversary of the ORT cameraman disappearance Dzmitry Zavadzki,
a member of the organization. Those who took part in the event also recalled
Veranika Charkasava, a Salidarnasts journalist violently murdered in October
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2004. About 40 journalists gathered in Kurapaty memorial. Both colleagues of
Veranika and Dzmitry, and their relations attended the Day of Commemoration
event. Those present there held candles and portraits of Charkasava and Za-
vadzki. According to the vice-chair of Belarusian Association of Journalists
Eduard Melnikau, the location for the event was not accidental, because ‘mur-
ders and disappearances of the journalists and common people are a sign of
all totalitarian communities, with Kurapaty being vivid evidence. After short
speeches the people lit candles near the Great Kurapaty Cross. The event
was closely watched by unidentified people in plain clothes and several uni-
formed police. At 6 p.m. in Kastrychnitskaia Square in Minsk a Chain of Con-
cerned People dedicated to the fifth anniversary of the tragic disappearance of
Dzmitry Zavadzki was to have taken place. But the people had hardly formed
a line at the square and unfolded posters with the photo of the disappeared
journalist when the riot police appeared and started driving the people off to
the Svislach River. Sviatlana, Dzmitry Zavadzki’s wife, who walked alongside
her son lury, received a powerful punch right on the face.

On 16 September in Kastrychnitskaia square of Minsk the police dispersed
the action We Remember. At 6 p.m. there gathered about 100 people to ex-
press their solidarity with the families of the missing politicians and political
prisoners and demand the cessation of the political harassment of Belarus.
The action participants filed in line and unrolled photos of Viktar Hanchar, Ana-
tol Krasouski, lury Zakharanka and Dzmitry Zavadski. In several minutes the
riot police broke the line into parts and started pushing the people out to Kam-
salmoskaia St. Activists of the Zubr and the Young Front filed in a small col-
umn and went to Kastrychnitskaia square, but several dozens of riot police-
men ringed them and started pulling out of the square, accompanying it with
four-letter words, beating and threats. The police tore clothes to some Zubr
members and inflicted to them bodily injures. They tore out of the people’s
hands the photos and flags. Then the Zubr activist Mikita Sasim took off his
jeans coat, put it on the flagstick and started waving it. The action participants
chanted ‘Long Live Belarus!” Several times they returned to the square and
filed in line and the police again dispersed them.
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On 21 September in Dbsseldorf, where an international event Disappeared
People — Crimes Against Humanity was held the names of Viktar Hanchar,
Anatol Krasouski, lury Zakharanka and Dzmitry Zavadzki were recalled. The
main reports and discussions centered on the organization of politically moti-
vated disappearances in Belarus and Chechnya.

On 8 November Zinaida Hanchar, wife of the missing politician Viktar
Hanchar, sent open letter to the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives
38 Anatol Salauiou who presented to the Assembly of the Inter-parliamentary Union
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of Russia and Belarus false information about the process of investigation of
Hanchar’s kidnapping. In private, she wrote: ‘Anatol Mikhailavich, if you as a
man who personally has known Viktar Hanchar since the times of the Su-
preme Soviet of the 13" Convocation were really interested in this case, you
would surely have known that during the last two years the case hasn’t been
suspended. That's why I'm even more surprised to hear about the ‘constant
control’ of the Parliament over the investigation of the kidnap of your colleague.
| am sure that you simply protect your own image in the international commu-
nity and purposefully misinform them. You have also been a deputy of the
Chamber of Representatives of all previous convocations and doubtlessly re-
ceived from public and from me in person the requests to raise the question
about the progress of the investigation of my husband’s case. Unlike few of
our colleagues, you didn’t even consider it necessary to answer my request.
You are an officer and it is unforgivable for you to abuse the name of Viktar
Hanchar and the family grief to defend yourself, your helplessness and inac-
tion.’

4. Politically motivated criminal cases

At night on 8 January the police detained the activist of the youth move-
ment Zubr Mikita Sasim on the suspicion that he had written Freedom to Maryn-
ich! on the walls of several houses in the center of Minsk. He was detained for
almost three days in a temporary isolator. The police brought against him a
criminal case for purposeful defilement or destruction of property (part 1 of
article #218 of the Criminal code. This case was investigated by Minsk Lenin-
ski Borough Board of Internal Affairs. If found guilty, Mikita Sasim could be
fined, sentenced up to two years of personal restraint or up to three months of
arrest.

On 11 January, after a long course of medical treatment, the professor lury
Bandazheuski was again directed to the corrective colony-settlement in Dziat-
lau district of Homel region. By 6 December 2005 he served one third of his
prison term and, according to the Belarusian legislation, had the right to pa-
role. However, it depended on the decision of the colony commission. The
international community repeatedly urged the Belarusian authorities to dis-
charge Mr Bandazheuski, former rector of Homel Medical University, who had
been arrested in 1999 and sentenced to 8 years of jail. Human rights activists
believe the professor was imprisoned for his research of the influence of small
dozes of radiation on human body, the results of which contradicted to the
position of the official medicine.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 11 January Mikita Sasim, a coordinator of the Zubr movement, was
released from the isolator after signing a written undertaking not to leave the
city.

On 11 January Hrodna City Prosecutor’s Office officially warned the head
of Minsk regional organization of the United Civil Party Maryia Bahdanovich.
The reason was her radio speech as a candidate to the Parliament at Hrodna
regional radio. The prosecutor’s office decided that in her speech Maryia Bah-
danovich defamed the head of the state. The prosecutors found features of
violation of article #367 of the Criminal Code in her expressions about possible
relation of the president to illegal trade of arms and use of the financial means
that were received from such operations. Hrodna Leninski Borough Prosecu-
tor’s Office warned Maryia Bahdanovich about inadmissibility of violations and
explained that in the case it repeated she would be punished. Minsk Prosecu-
tor’s Office conducted similar check-ups concerning the speeches of the op-
position activists Aleh Volchak and Aliaksandr Tsynkevich.

On 12 January Homel Tsentralny Borough Court started the administrative
trial against Iryna Makavetskaia, correspondent of Narodnaia volia in Homel
region. The journalist was charged with disrespect to the court. The matter is
that at 10 a.m. on 2 December at Homel Chyhunachny Borough Court there
started the open trial against the director of the foreign publishing house losif &
Adzet. The journalist wanted to report about it. In the very beginning of the trial
the head of the court Tatsiana Ardybets ordered Makavetskaia to leave the court
hall. The journalist refused to do it saying she would obey only to lawful de-
mands of the court. As a result, Ardybets had to call the police, who detained
Makavetskaia, took her to Homel Chyhunachny Borough Board of Internal Af-
fairs and composed a report for violation of article #166 of the Code of Adminis-
trative Violations. This article provides fine or up to 15 days of jail as punishment.
According to the journalist, among the witnesses of the incident there was lulia
Marchanka, daughter of the well-known Homel businesswoman, head of the
Belarusian Free Trade Union of private entrepreneurs of Homel Tatsiana Marchan-
ka. She was a defendant at the trial to which Makavetskaia wanted to get on 2
December 2004. The incident was also witnessed by lulia’s defense lawyer.
However, the police report mentions as witness a representative of the opposite
side of the ftrial, the head of the juridical department of Homel Chyhunachny
borough tax inspection Andrei Krautsou. The judge on administrative cases of
Homel Tsentralny Borough Court laraslau Paremski rejected the solicitation of
Iryna Makavetskaia to interrogate judge Adrybets and also refused to question
the main witness lulia Marchanka who was on the leave of absence at the time.
‘The law doesn't free judges from the functions of withesses and the time allows
waiting till luilia Marchanka returns. That's why | can speak of biased attitude of
4“ judge Paremski to me,” said Iryna Makavetskaia.
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On 13 January Mikhail Marynich, a leader of the Belarusian opposition
who was sentenced to 5 years of jail, was transferred from the investigative
isolator of KGB to the investigative isolator in Valadarski St.

On 13 January, during the first sitting of the Regular Council of OSCE in
2005, Eberhard Heiken discussed a number of questions related to Belarus
with the new chairman of the organization. The sitting was attended by chairs
and delegations of OSCE offices from 55 member countries. Much attention
was paid to the trial of the political activist Mikhail Marynich, who was sen-
tenced to five years of jail. The office presented to the OSCE Secretariat a
detailed report on this situation. The chair of the OSCE office in Minsk invited
the OSCE chairman to visit Belarus and discussed with him the possibility to
invite there Miklos Haraszti, the OSCE representative on freedom of mass
media.

On 20 January Siarhei Kukharonak, the investigator of especially impor-
tant cases of Minsk City Prosecutor’s Office, interrogated Maryia Bahdanovi-
ch, chair of Minsk city organization of the United Civil Party, as a witness in the
criminal case, initiated after holding of the oppositional press-conference on
14 October 2004. At this press-conference Anatol Liabedzka, chair of the Unit-
ed Civil Party, informed journalists about the exclusion of the candidate to the
Chamber of Representatives Maryia Bahdanovich from the electoral race for
alleged defamation of the president. ‘The interrogation lasted for an hour, the
investigator was interested why | run in Lida electoral circuit, where | worked in
Lida, what was my position in the party, why | concluded that our country was
selling arms to foreign countries and Lukashenka received the profits’, said
Maryia Bahdanovich. ‘In the talk with the investigator | also said that as soon
as | found my candidate’s registration was annulled, | phoned to the UCP chair
Anatol Liabedzka and submitted to the executive committee of the party an
excerpt from the decision of the election commission concerning my exclu-
sion. That's why Liabedzka gave publicity to these facts that were proved by
documents.

On 25 January the US Ambassador George Krol met with relatives of the
political prisoners Valery Levaneuski and Aliaksandr Vasilieu. At the meeting
that took place at a hotel they discussed the political repressions in Belarus,
lawless actions of KGB agents and numerous law violations, committed by
courts and prosecutors’ offices. The relatives informed the US Ambassador
about new facts in the prisoners’ cases. He promised to do everything possible
for their release and said he spoke about it at all official meetings with the
Belarusian authorities.

On 27 January the chief editor of the non-state public and political week-
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ly Borisovskiye novosti Anatol Bukas was accused of violation of two articles
of the Criminal Code. If found guilty, he could be sentenced up to three years
of jail or up to two years of personal restraint. After the consideration of the
materials of the criminal case the investigator of the department of prelimi-
nary investigation of Barysau City Board of Internal Affairs Siarhei Kazlou
concluded that A.Bukas violated part 2 of article #188 (defamation in mass
media) and part 2 of article #189 (deliberate insult of honor and dignity of a
person, expressed in obscene form). The reason for the case was the article
by A.Bukas Silence of the lambs, published in #12 (18-24 March 2004) of
Borisovskiye novosti. The publication was about the editor of the newspaper
of Barysau City Executive Committee Adzinstva Vera Pratasevich. In partic-
ular, the investigator considered as defaming such expressions as ‘to cover
the faceless pages of her newspaper’, ‘having the level of a stenographer at
a factory newspaper’, etc. and insults — in ‘took the role of the defender of the
officials who go to extremes’, etc. According to Bukas, these articles were an
answer to the three publications of the newspaper of Barysau CEC Adzinst-
va in which Vera Pratasevich called him ‘ill-bread editor’, compared him to
foolish cock, etc. Barysau CBIA refused to conduct the linguistic expertise of
those publications. The chief editor of Borisovskiye novosti is sure that the
case was brought on the initiative of the local executive committee: ‘They
use cruel methods to liquidate the concurrent of the official newspaper, the
circulation and popularity of which are far from our one. Our edition publi-
shes materials, which are not very pleasant for the executive committee,’
stated Bukas.

On 28 January Hrodna Regional Court left in force the sentence to Ram-
uald Ulan, founder of Novaya gazeta Smorgoni. The matter is that on 6 De-
cember 2004 R.Ulan drove his car and happened to knock down a woman
who drove a bicycle. The woman received bodily injures. Mr Ulan paid for the
material and moral harm done. During the trial the woman asked the court not
to punish him severely. Smarhon District Court sentenced him to one year of
imprisonment in a colony-settlement.
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On 30 January more than 300 members of the Committee for defense of
prisoners’ rights of the English bureau of the PEN-club signed the petition to
Aliaksandr Lukashenka, asking him to release the professor lury Bandazheuski,
former rector of Homel State Medical University, before the end of his prison
term. The scientist is a honored member of the English bureau of the PEN-
club. The authors of the petition urged Lukashenka to do everything possible
for Bandazheuski’s release for humanistic reasons.

On 31 January Dyiana Charkasava, mother of the stabbed to death jour-
42 nalist Veranika Charkasava, directed a letter to prosecutor general of the Re-
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public of Belarus Piatro Miklashevich where she expressed her own vision of
the investigation and evaluation of its methods. She emphasized that though
the investigators had no evidence of guilt of the son and the stepfather of the
killed journalist in the murder these relatives were still suspects on the case.
Dyiana Charkasava also wrote she feared of the possible falsifications during
the investigation which could lead to punishment of innocent people (the main
suspects were Veranika’s son 15-year-old son Anton Filimonau and her step-
father) and asked the prosecutor to prevent it.

On 31 January it became known that the political prisoner Valery Levaneuski
faced health problems after the hunger-strike of protest against violations of
his rights by the administration of the prison where he was kept. According to
his son Uladzimir Levaneuski, after the transfer to a new colony on 28 Decem-
ber Valery Levaneuski was kept in the quarantine cell till 4 January and on 6
January was taken to the penal isolator where he was kept for fifteen days, up
to 21 January. His relatives didn’t know why he was taken to the isolator and
the colony administration refused to explain it. He hungered on 9-14 January,
but then had to stop because of acute heartache. Then he was transferred to
the national hospital in Minsk for medical examination. According to his son,
Valery Levaneuski was quite pessimistic about his early release and said the
colony administration did everything possible to make him look as a ‘malicious
violator’ of the regime. His family also stated they didn’t receive some of the
letters Valery Levaneuski sent to them.

On 1 February the investigators of Minsk Prosecutor’s Office with Uladz-
imir Chumachenka at the head tried to forcibly take Anton Filimonau to station-
ary psychiatric expertise. Anton is the son of the journalist Veranika Charkasa-
va, who was killed in October 2004. The group of investigators suddenly burst
into school #88 where 15-year-old Anton learns. They allowed him to phone
home — that’'s how the relatives found about it and ran to school to stop the
investigators. The relatives were indignant at such actions of the investigation.
They are sure that the nervous breakdown after the murder of his mother as a
result of which Anton Filimonau was hospitalized could be a consequence of
the methods, used by the investigators of the prosecutor’s office.

On 1 February the member of the United Civil Party Aliaksandr Tsynkevich
was summonsed to Minsk Tsentralny Borough Prosecutor’s Office for expla-
nations. The reason was that during the parliamentary electoral campaign the
UCP activist called some Lukashenka’s decrees ‘unwise’ and promised to strug-
gle for their abolishment. ‘| was told that in my fly-sheets it was stated that |
would struggle for setting aside unwise decrees and rulings and it was well-
known that decrees were signed by the president and it meant | insulted and
defamed the president’, said Aliaksandr Tsynkevich. He called such preten-
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sions absurd and lawless and refused to give any explanations to the investi-
gators of the prosecutor’s office, who, to his mind, fail to defend the law and
civil rights.

On 2 February Dyiana Charkasava had an audience with Mikola Stara-
voitau, vice-prosecutor of Minsk. She wanted him to refuse from conducting
the stationary psychiatric expertise of Anton Filimonau, 15-year-old son of Ve-
ranika Charkasava, the warrant for which was signed on 31 January by Uladz-
imir Chumachenka, senior investigator of Minsk and sanctioned by Mikalia
Staravoitau. The necessity of the expertise was explained with the fact that
after the violent murder of his mother Anton Filimonau was registered at the
city children’s psycho-neurological dispenser and in the end of November re-
ceived stationary treatment at the national clinical psychiatric hospital. The
experts of the State service of medical court expertise were charged to con-
duct the expertise. According to Dyiana Charkasava, they spoke about every-
thing. M.Staravoitau hinted they had no suspects except for Anton, but prom-
ised to think about refusing from the expertise. He also asked her not to inter-
fere with the expertise and calm down the journalists.

On 4 February, after the end of the three-day visit of the Working group of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE on Belarus with Uta Zapf at the head,
the group members expressed their concern with new actions of the Belaru-
sian authorities that were aimed at liquidation of independent public organiza-
tions and also with the legal persecution of Mikhail Marynich, Valery Levaneu-
ski, Aliaksandr Vasilieu and with the refusal to grant parole to lury Bandazheuski.
The working group also stated the National Assembly couldn’t represent the
real will of the Belarusian people. On the other hand, Uta Zapf said the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the OSCE intended to ‘resume the dialogue between the
Belarusian authorities and the political opposition’.
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On 4 February Anton Filimonau’s father took him to Moscow to save him
from the one-month stationary psychiatric expertise that Minsk City Prosecu-
tor’s Office intended to conduct. The prosecutor’s office could ask the Russian
side for extradition of Anton Filimonau as a suspect in the murder.

On 7 February it became known the administration of colony #19 in Mahil-
iou, where the leader of Hrodna entrepreneurs Valery Levaneuski was kept,
pressurized him. He informed his family about it in a letter. ‘They accused me
of several violations and now | am a malignant offender. According to the leg-
islation, | will be considered as such for at least a year. Corrective labor, condi-
tional early release and amnesty don’t concern malignant offenders. | will try to
apply to court to remove these violations. Hope dies last. When in the penal

1 isolator, | composed more than 40 complaints and statements on different is-
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sues. | can't sit calmly, through I try to. | simply can’t let them insult or degrade
me. That's how conflicts appear,” wrote Valery Levaneuski.

On 7 February the president of the World Association of Newspapers Gavin
O’Reilly and the president of the Universal Forum of Editors George Brock
sent appeals to a number of the duty officials of Belarus, urging them to pro-
vide the objective investigation of the murder of the journalist Veranika Char-
kasava and stop the persecution of her family. The letters were addressed to
Aliaksandr Lukashenka, Uladzimir Navumau and Piatro Miklashevich. Copies
were sent to the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and the UNESCO Secre-
tary General Koichiro Matsuura.

On 18 February the defense lawyer for the convicted leaders of business-
men Valery Levaneuski and Aliaksandr Vasilieu filed with the Supreme Court
of the Republic of Belarus a review complaint against the verdict passed by
Hrodna Leninski Borough Court. “Two appeals have been filed, one for Vasil-
ieu and one for Levaneuski. We ask the Supreme Court to cancel the verdict.
Numerous procedural violations were committed during the litigation in Hrod-
na. Expert examinations were not considered, and witnesses who had testified
in favor of the defendants were not called up to take part in the proceedings.
The evidence allowed in the courtroom was treated almost like expert conclu-
sions, though the linguistic examination has to be provided by experts,” said
Aliaksandr Birylau, who appeared for the defendants in court.

On 18 February Minsk Regional Court considered the cassation complaint
of the ex-ambassador, public and political activist Mikhail Marynich and de-
creased his prison term to 3,5 years.

On 23 February Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court declined the complaint of
Anatol Kulikou, the defense lawyer of Anton Filimonau against the decision of
Minsk City Prosecutor’s Office to conduct the stationary psychiatric expertise
of the teenager. The court sitting was closed and lasted for 40 minutes — only
the defense lawyer, the journalist's mother Dyiana Charkasava and a repre-
sentative of the prosecutor’s office were admitted. They had to sign the under-
taking not to publicize the case materials. Anton Filimonau wasn’'t summonsed
to the court, he stayed with his father in Moscow.

On 24 February the member of the United Civil Party, former candidate to
deputy position Aliaksandr Tsynkevich was summonsed to the prosecutor’s
office. The investigator A.Mikalaieu tried to interrogate Tsynkevich as witness.
The matter is that witnesses, unlike the accused, can’t refuse from testifying,
which the investigator warned Tsynkevich about. However, Aliaksandr Tsyn-
kevich refused to testify, referring to article #27 of the Constitution that guaran-
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tees the right not to testify against oneself. On 1 February the prosecutor of
Tsentralny borough of Minsk V.Khadatovich considered the materials that came
from the Central Election Commission of the Republic of Belarus on holding
elections and national referenda and decided to bring a criminal case under
part 2 of article #367 of the Criminal Code (defamation of the president) against
several candidates to the parliament for the agitation fly-sheets they distribut-
ed.

On 24 February the leader of the BPF Party Vintsuk Viachorka was sum-
monsed to the prosecutor’s office to testify about the organization of the elec-
tion-related press-conference of the leaders of the People’s Coalition 5+ on 15
October 2004. During the press-conference the leaders of the oppositional
parties stated there could be falsifications during the voting and demonstrated
to journalists the filled protocols of polling station commissions with the ready
numbers and the tables for circuit election commissions with the percentage of
votes for the candidates. In the beginning of the interrogation Vintsuk Viachor-
ka demanded from the investigator Kukharonak to formulate his questions in
Belarusian. The investigator agreed. Then Vintsuk Viachorka refused to an-
swer to a number of questions, referring to article #27 of the Constitution that
gave him the right not to testify against himself.

On 4 March it became known that the prosecutor’s office brought a crimi-
nal case under article #342 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus
(organization of group actions that violate the public order or active participa-
tion in them). The case was brought on the fact of the ‘violations of the public
order’ by stopping the traffic in the center of Hrodna during the 3 May protest
action of businessmen. Article #342 of the Criminal Code provides such pun-
ishments as fine, up to six months of arrest, up to three years of personal
restraint or jail. It's worth mentioning that it's the second criminal case that has
been brought under this article for the last six months.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 4 March the PACE deputy Christos Pourgourides stated that on 3 March
in Paris there was adopted the declaration of the PACE committee on legal
affairs and human rights concerning the imprisonment of Mikhail Marynich. In
the statement it was said that PACE ‘expressed its deep concern in connection
with the recent trial and imprisonment of Mikhail Marynich’. PACE urged the
Belarusian authorities to immediately release Mikhail Marynich.

On 9 March judge |.Krot set aside the decision concerning the necessary
psychiatric expertise of Anton Filimonau, son of the murdered journalist Veran-
ika Charkasava. The cassation complaint that was considered by the judge
was filed by Charkasava’s defense lawyer V.Kulikou. However, A.Filimonau

43 remained a suspect in the murder.
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On 9 March Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Court received a case against
the former businessman Andrei Klimau. Klimau was accused of defaming the
president of the Republic of Belarus (part 2 of article #367 of the Criminal
Code) and degrading the President of the Republic of Belarus (part 1 of article
#368 of the Criminal Code). The decision on the transfer of the case to court
indicated that A.Klimau, who actively resisted the current regime of the Repub-
lic of Belarus and employed provocative methods of creating an appearance
of opposition activity, wrote and organized printing and distribution of books
and flyers that contained statements degrading the President of the Republic
of Belarus, and accusations implicating him in grievous offences. The investi-
gation referred to Klimau’s books Revolt 2005, Obvious Truths, and | Made My
Choice.

On 11 March the long-term meeting of the political prisoner Valery Le-
vaneuski with his relatives came to an end. It took place in the penal colony
that was situated in lvatsevichy district of Brest region. The prisoner was given
the possibility to meet with his family only after he threatened to start a hunger-
strike of protest. His son, Uladzimir Levaneuski, said that during the five months
of the imprisonment the colony administration suddenly cancelled such mee-
tings.

On 11 March after Anatol Shumchanka served 10 days of arrest for al-
leged violation of part 2 article #167.1 of the Code of Administrative Violations
by organization of the unauthorized meeting of entrepreneurs in Kastrychnit-
skaia Square of Minsk on 1 March, instead of being released he was taken
from the detention center to the prison of the Main Department of Internal
Affairs of Minsk City Executive Committee to be accused of beating a cellmate.
Article #339 of the Criminal Code (hooliganism), on which the charges brought
were based, provides for public works or a fine, or an arrest for a term of up to
6 months, or imprisonment for up to 2 years.

On 12 March, during the concert that took place at Chinese Pilot Jao Dah
club Amnesty International and Russian rock-musicians organized collection
of signatures in support of the Belarusian prisoners of conscience Valery Le-
vaneuski and Aliaksandr Vasilieu. The first signatures were put by participants
of Tequilajazzz rock band. By the end of the concert many other individuals
also put their signatures in support of the prisoners. Al members planned to
pass them to Aliaksandr Lukashenka.

On 12 March the leader of the national public association Perspective
Anatol Shumchanka was taken for interrogation to Minsk Maskouski Borough
Board of Internal Affairs to testify concerning the criminal case that was brought
against him there. The interrogation was conducted in the presence of his
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defense lawyer. The investigation didn’t give official charges to Shumchanka,
so he remained a suspect. A.Shumchanka called it a provocation with the aim
to deprive him of the possibility to take part in further protest actions, such as
the Freedom Day on 25 March.

On 14 March about 40 Zubr activists took part in the action in support of
Mikhail Marynich that was held at 6 — 6.30 p.m. in Kastrychnitskaia Square in
Minsk. Pavel lukhnevich said the action would take place everyday that week
and its participants would gather at 6 p.m. in Kastrychnitskaia Square and
demand from the authorities to release Marynich. None of the action partici-
pants were detained.

On 14 March the influential international human rights organization Am-
nesty International declared an action in support of the Belarusian prisoner of
conscience Mikhail Marynich. The organization urged people to submit the
letters in support of Mikhail Marynich to the Belarusian authorities.

On 14 March the chair of the delegation of European Parliament on rela-
tions with Belarus Bogdan Klich and its vice-chair Aldis Kushkis urged the
Belarusian authorities to release the political prisoner Mikhail Marynich and
give him urgent medical treatment. ‘The delegation of the European Parlia-
ment seriously fears that the Belarusian authorities are going to physically
liquidate Mikhail Marynich’, runs the delegation statement.

On 14 March Anatol Shumchanka, leader of the national public associa-
tion Perspective was interrogated at Minsk Maskouski Borough Board of Inter-
nal Affairs one more time. Shumchanka didn’t receive any charges, but the
prosecutor of Maskouski Borough sanctioned his detention for a week.
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On 15 March Natallia Vasilieva, wife of the political prisoner Aliaksandr
Vasilieu, submitted to the prosecutor general, minister of internal affairs and
other state organs complaints against the illegal actions of the administration
of the colony where her husband was kept. According to her, they made him
work hard despite his health problems and exacted from his pension 60-100
thousand roubles a month for his keeping at the colony.

On 16 March Halina Bandazheuskaia, wife of the imprisoned professor
lury Bandazheuski, received an answer of the head of the punishment execu-
tion department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. In her letter to him she com-
plained against the refusal to conditionally release her husband before the
end of his prison term. In the answer it was said: The department sees no law
violations in the terms of consideration of the question about the conditional

48 release of the professor’ and considers the refusal of the commission of colo-



REVIEW-CHRONICLE of the human rights violations in Belarus in 2005

ny-settlement #26 justified and well-grounded’. The department accused pro-
fessor that, having received the permission to go home for 7 days in autumn
2004 he returned only in January 2005. However, during that time he had a
course medical treatment at one of Minsk hospitals. The department also stat-
ed the professor was at home, not at a hospital, for five days, which was a
gross violation of the punishment conditions and colony #26 demonstrated its
humanity, having decided not to apply any punitive measures to him.

On 17 March Ihar and Pavel Marynichs, sons of Mikhail Marynich, received
one more refusal to their request to meet with their father at the prison hospital.
The doctors that cured M.Marynich didn’t come out to speak with them either.
According to lhar and Pavel, the administration of Minsk colony and the pris-
oner’s doctors didn’t keep to their promise to present detailed information about
the state of his state. The press-service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs called
Marynich’s health ‘satisfactory’.

On 18 March the leader of the association of businessmen Perspective
Anatol Shumchanka was accused of hooliganism (part 1 of article #339 of the
Criminal Code) and his detention was prolonged for the term for the quest
stage.

On 18 March Mikhail Marynich’s defense lawyer wasn’t allowed to meet
with his client. The administration of Minsk colony said it was better not to
disturb the patient. Pavel Marynich, his son, said the real reason could be the
deterioration of his father’s health.

On 22 March the Investigative Committee of the Main Department of Inter-
nal Affairs of Minsk City Executive Committee issued to Mikola Statkevich the
investigator’s statement that officially brings charges by terms of article #342
of the Criminal Code — ‘organization of group actions that disrupt public order,
or active involvement in such actions’. Mr Statkevich had to give written under-
taking not to leave the city. He said he had no intention of taking part in this
farce, give any evidence or familiarize with the case materials.

On 22 March it became known that the political prisoner Valery Levaneu-
ski faced provocations at penal colony #22, situated in the settlement of
Damanava in lvatsevichy district of Brest region. The administration repre-
sentatives issued impossible and illegal orders and took him to the penal iso-
lator for their non-execution. Besides, the started to send to him provocateurs
who wrote letters to the colony administration, stating Levaneuski called them
to disobey the administration.

On 22 March Pavel Seviarynets and Mikola Statkevich were charged with
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organizing mass disorders on 18-19 October 2004 in Minsk, when about 5 000
people came to Kastrychnitskaia Square to protest against the falsification of
the parliamentary election and the referendum. The case was based on article
#342 of the Criminal Code (organization of or active involvement with group
actions that disrupt public order), providing up to three years of jail as punish-
ment. Pavel Seviarynets gave written undertaking not to leave Vitsebsk.

On 25 March the Supreme Court refused to revise the verdict to the lead-
ers of the unregistered national strike committee of entrepreneurs Valery Le-
vaneuski and Aliaksandr Vasilieu. The vice-chair of the court Kalinkovich stat-
ed there were no reasons to protest against the verdict and left the decision of
Hrodna Leninski Borough Court in force.

On 25 March there was initiated a criminal case on the fact of celebration
of the 87" anniversary of the Belarusian People’s Republic. The case was
brought under article #342 of the Criminal Code — organization of group ac-
tions that violate public order or active participation in them.

On 28 March Viachaslau Siuchyk informed the public that during the three
days of preliminary detention the action participants were interrogated by the
investigative committee of the main board of internal affairs of Minsk City Ex-
ecutive Committee concerning the criminal case that was brought on the events
of 25 March.

On 28 March the former businessman, deputy of the Supreme Soviet of
the 13" Convocation Andrei Klimau received the ruling about the beginning of
the investigation of the criminal case that was brought against him under part
2 of article #367 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus (defamation of
president) and part 1 of article #368 of the Criminal Code (insult of president).
In the ruling about passing the case to court it was specified that A.Klimau
wrote and organized distribution of books and flyers that contained insulting
remarks about the president of the Republic of Belarus and accusations of
felonies. The first hearings at Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Court were ap-
pointed on 6 April 2005. Judge Alena Ananich asked to inform her in advance
whether the defendant had a defense lawyer.

On 31 March the investigator of case of the leader of Perspective associ-
ation Anatol Shumchanka changed the restraint to the suspect ‘due to new
circumstances’. A.Shumchanka had to give written undertaking not to leave
the city.

On 4 April it became known that the Belarusian authorities cheated Lenla
Zerrougui, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
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tion of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. In August 2005 she
visited Belarus within the framework of the mission Civil and political rights
including the questions of torture and detention. The human rights activist Ales
Bialiatski met with L.Zerrougui in Geneva. She was very surprised to find that
Professor Bandazheuski was still kept in jail. ‘Belarusian authorities promised
to me to release him in January 2005’, said Lenla Zerrougui to A.Bialiatski.

On 5 April Mikita Sasim was informed at Minsk Leninski Borough Board of
Internal Affairs that the criminal case against him was stopped because of the
insignificance of the done harm. Sasim was detained by the police on 8 Jan-
uary and charged with having written ‘Freedom to Marynich!” on the buildings
in Frantsysk Skaryna Av and Valadarski St. He was kept at an isolator for three
days. After this he was charged with violation of part 1 of article #218 of the
Criminal Code (purposeful destruction or defilement of property).

On 5 April the political prisoner Aliaksandr Vasilieu was transferred from
the penal colony where he was kept to the national hospital for prisoners. This
information was spread by Pavel Marynich, son of Mikhail Marynich, who came
there to meet with his father and saw Vasilieu.

On 6 April Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Court appointed the beginning of
the trial of Andrei Klimau, former political prisoner, deputy of the Supreme So-
viet of the 13" Convocation and businessman. He was charged with defama-
tion and insult of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. Judge Ananich declared the trial
would be closed, but didn’'t explain the reasons. The acting chair of Minsk
Pershamaiski Borough Court didn’t answer to journalists either. Even the head
of the court chancellery said: ‘The acting chair of the court ordered us to give
no information’. There’s still no information about who will represent Lukash-
enka. Meanwhile, Klimau’s friend Leanid Malakhau was also summoned to
this trial. During the investigation of the criminal case against Klimau he was
interrogated as a witness. In his turn Andrei Klimau said he refused from advo-
catory services. He stated that he would go to the court to prove that Belarus
had people who weren't afraid of the court self-will or other pressurization of
Lukashenka on opposition.

On 7 April the lawyer of the political prisoner Aliaksandr Vasilieu Aliaksan-
dr Birylau said the prisoner would stay in the national hospital for prisoners in
Minsk for a month and would go through thorough medical examination. The
administration of the correctional facility had to agree with that because Aliak-
sandr Vasilieu complained that because of the state of his health he could not
do the work he was made to do.

On 13 April at the international scientific symposium in Lyons CRIIRAD

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

ol



REVIEW-CHRONICLE of the human rights violations in Belarus in 2005

stated its proposal to Belarusian authorities to establish a scientific laboratory
for the political prisoner lury Bandazheuski so that he could continue his re-
search in radiation medicine. Halina Bandazheuskaia, the professor’s wife,
took part in the symposium. The proposal to establish the scientific center was
upheld by the authorities of the Lyons region of France. Belarusian authorities
didn’t react to the proposal, but CRIIRAD intended to take all measures possi-
ble to create the conditions for the professor’s work. Professor Bandazheuski
treated the idea positively. According to Halina Bandazheuskaia, the laborato-
ry would be of biological nature and would be established and financed by the
French side:

On 15 April the criminal case against Pavel Seviarynets and Mikola Statkev-
ich was passed to Minsk Leninski Borough Court. They were charged with
organization of mass street actions of protest against the falsification of the
parliamentary election and referendum on 18-19 October 2004. Mikola Statkev-
ich refused from advocatory services and said he wouldn’t testify at court and
participate in the interrogation of witnesses. According to him, the criminal
case was politically motivated and aimed at neutralization of the activists of
street actions. Therefore, he said, the authorities could choose any punish-
ment they wanted. The activist of Young Front Pavel Seviarynets had to give
the written undertaking not to leave Vitsebsk before the end of the investiga-
tion. He spent a week trying to get the permission of the prosecutor’s office to
go to Minsk and meet with his lawyer. According to the Criminal-Process Code,
he had the right to the necessary number of meetings with his defense lawyer.
‘"There wasn’t anything criminal in the actions that took place on 18-19 Octo-
ber. The state order is to withhold the people who could organize active politi-
cal protest. There’s no doubt the result of the trial will be predefined by the
decision of the authorities. The decision will be dictated by the political situa-
tion. Of course, | prepare myself to the worst variant, imprisonment. | take it
easy,” said Pavel Seviarynets.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 19 April Dyiana Charkasava and Uladzimir Mialeshka (mother and step-
father of the murdered journalist Veranika Charkasava) held a press-confer-
ence. They stated the investigation didn’t react to the urges of international
human rights organizations to consider the version of murder connected with
the professional activity of the journalist. According to the version of
V.Charkasava’s colleagues, the murder could have political motivation, be-
cause the journalist could possess secret information about the arms trade
between Belarus and Irag. The journalist of Belorusskaya delovaya gazeta
Siarhei Satsuk found that the month before her death Veranika Charkasava
started collecting information about the Belarusian Infobank that had relation
to the contacts of Belarus with Iraq. Aliaksandr Starykevich, editor of Salidar-

52 nasts, the newspaper where V.Charkasava worked, also spoke in favor of the
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political version. The international organization Reporters Without Borders urged
the Belarusian authorities to investigate the political version of the murder.

On 22 April the well-known prisoner of conscience and politician Andrei
Klimau was detained in a car park in Platonau St., and then was taken to 7
Sapiorau St. The investigator Ihar Prakharenkau who investigated the case of
Mikola Statkevich and Pavel Seviarynets familiarized the new suspect with the
statement of charges. According to the statement, Andrei Klimau is suspected
of organizing ‘group actions that violate the public order’. On the same day, 25
March, riot police detained several tens of people. The investigator decided to
keep Andrei Klimau in the temporary detention ward for 72 hours.

On 25 April it became known that Andrei Klimau would remain behind the
bars for another 10 days. This decision was taken by Minsk Prosecutor’s Of-
fice. Andrei Klimau was accused of organizing a street demonstration on 25
March, which was under the demands of Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s resigna-
tion. Minsk Perhamaiski Boroug Court had yet another criminal case against
Andrei Klimau that was brought against him for alleged defamation of Aliak-
sandr Lukashenka. The hearing in court started on 6 April. On 25 April the
hearings were to have been continued, but because Klimau had not come, the
new date of the sitting was defined — 19 May. Relatives and associates of
Andrei Klimau came to Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Court. At 10 a.m. yet
another sitting was to have been held. The criminal case was initiated because
of the books and the news bulletin by Andrei Klimau, which were distributed on
the territory of Belarus. Only one court hearing was held — 6 April, on the fol-
lowing day the prosecutor asked for a break until 25 April to collect additional
information.

On 25 April the ambassadors of Lithuania and Latvia lonas Paslauskas
and Maira Mora visited the former minister and ambassador of Belarus to Riga
Mikhail Marynich in the hospital. He is now serving a sentence that is political-
ly-motivated in the opinion of international human rights groups and countries
of the West. Mr Marynich suffered a heart attack in prison. The ambassadors
lonas Paslauskas and Maira Mora showed Mikhail Marynich a certificate say-
ing that the European Movement of Denmark had conferred on him the title
Person of the Year 2005. Ms Mora noted that people in Latvia were concerned
with Mikhail Marynich’s fate, especially by the recent heart attack the opposi-
tion politician had in prison. Riga remembers Mikhail Marynich as a good am-
bassador, added Ms Mora. According to Ms Mora, the head of the prison hos-
pital said that after 9 May they would once again invite civilian doctors to exam-
ine Mr Marynich.

26 April was the day of the 19" anniversary of Chernobyl accident. The
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imprisoned professor lury Bandazheuski explained the decrease of the inter-
est to this problem: ‘Social apathy adversely affects both one’s health and
one’s civil position. Generally, this shows the level of maturity of the whole
society. | feel very upset because we are now ignoring a very important period
that requires vigorous actions taken to improve the health of the people. One
should be working toward this, rather than simply say we are doing something.
When all of this is given little attention, when we try to eliminate the high sick-
ness rate by an increased number of clinics — we’ll never succeed. Unfortu-
nately, we are losing time for study because in order to do something in a right
way one needs to understand the reasons and consequences of the sickness
rather than regularly declare slogans or launch some campaigns.’

26 April was also the day of the 1%t anniversary of the arrest of the former
Ambassador and Minister Mikhail Marynich, who serves his prison term for the
allegedly misappropriated computers of the US Embassy.

On 12 May Tatsiana Klimava visited her husband Andrei Klimau at the
investigative isolator where he was kept since 22 April. The investigation ac-
cused the politician in organization of the street action of 25 March that alleg-
edly led to mass riot. Another criminal case that was brought against Klimau
for alleged defamation of A.Lukashenka, was at Minsk Pershamaiski Borough
Court. Andrei Klimau refused from advocatory services and familiarization with
the materials of the criminal case. According to him, the court and the investi-
gation weren’t impartial in political cases. During the meeting with his wife
Andrei Klimau confirmed his position.

On 15 May the police detained the former deputy of the National Assembly
Siarhei Skrabets. The detention occurred outside Skrabets’s apartment in the
Uruccha suburb of Minsk, from where he was taken to a temporary detention
center in Brest. According to Siarhei Halahaniuk, the former deputy managed
to make a phone call right after he was detained. The people who detained
Siarhei Skrabets introduced themselves as officers of the organized crime
department: ‘At about 10 o’clock in the morning he left home for the swimming
pool and got detained on the way. They must have been waiting for him out-
side the house entrance, they might have called the house phone that was off
in his place. Skrabets asked why he was being detained. He was told he was
suspected of planning to give a bribery of 30 000 dollars. Planning? Anyone
could be detained for that reason. This is absolutely crazy. They have nothing
against him,” said Halahaniuk. Siarhei Skrabets also managed to say that he
was being taken to Brest for interrogations, because the department officers
charged him with planning to bribe some official in Brest. An hour after Siarhei
Skrabets was detained his apartment and his parents’ apartment were searched.
9 Mr Skrabets’s wife Aliaksandra told me about that: ‘They searched the parents’

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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place and our place. They were looking for some documents that | know noth-
ing about, documents relating to some affair in Brest, where Siarhei had been
planning to bribe someone. His old documents, letters were confiscated... My
father had an archive — paper clippings, and some other materials about Siarhei
— so they rummaged through them and took away selected items. The same
happened at our place. They took away his notebook’. According to the ex-
deputy’s wife, the searches were performed by the officers of the Minsk-based
organized crime department. They had been authorized to perform the search
by a sanction from Brest.

On 16 May the authorities chose the restraint to Siarhei Skrabets, former
deputy of the Chamber of Representatives. During the investigation of the
criminal case he would be kept in the investigative isolator. The criminal action
brought was based on two articles of the Criminal Code — preparation for a
crime and bribing. The police allegedly had evidence proving that Siarhei Sk-
rabets was talking an unemployed resident of Biaroza into giving a bribe of 30
000 US dollars to the employees of the regional prosecutor’s office and court.
This money would have allegedly bought a not-guilty verdict to a resident of
Halshany, Stolin District, convicted to 24 years for banditry and other crimes.

On 17 May Ambassador Eberhard Heiken, head of the OSCE office in
Minsk, paid a visit to the political prisoner Prof. lury Bandazheuski. Ambassa-
dor Heiken visited Professor Bandazheuski in his new place of settlement, the
agricultural company Belitsa-agra, Lida District, where he was taken several
days ago.

On 17 May the arrested politician Siarhei Skrabets declared a hunger-
strike. Skrabets’ wife Aliaksandra said her husband had possibly gone on hun-
ger strike on 15 May, when he was detained.

On 23 May the charges were given to the former deputy of the Chamber of
Representatives Siarhei Skrabets. They matched the preliminary accusation —
preparation to a crime and giving a bribe. Siarhei Skrabets continued the hun-
ger-strike of protest at the investigative isolator in Brest.

On 23 May Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court started the trial of the opposi-
tion activists Pavel Seviarynets and Mikola Statkevich, who were accused of
organization of mass protest actions against the falsification of the parliamen-
tary election and the referendum on 18 and 19 October 2004. At the start of the
trial, Mikola Statkevich voiced his position to the court, saying that he believed
the criminal case was completely politically-motivated and connected to the
presidential elections due next year. Also, M.Statkevich said that he does not
view the Belarusian courts as independent and refused to rise when addressed
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by the judge. Judge lesinovich, who dealt with this criminal case, viewed these
actions as disrespect for the court. Judge of Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court
of the Republic of Belarus Aliaksei Bychko passed a ruling to bring M.Statkievich
to administrative account by terms of article #166 of the Code of Administrative
Violations. According to the ruling, M.Statkevich was arrested for ten days.
From the courtroom he was taken to the detention center in Akrestsin St.

On 25 May the trial of Pavel Seviarynets and Mikola Statkevich continued
at Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court. The UCP leader Anatol Liabedzka, who
was detained by riot police on 19 October, appeared in court as a witness. ‘The
prosecutor’s office brings charges that did not exist at all. As far as | know, the
case does not have a single appeal from the people who live on Skaryna Ave-
nue and Engels Street about something that interferes with their lives. Second,
blocking the street sounds absurd. Every day | find myself in a situation where
| cannot access Skaryna Avenue just because Aliaksandr Lukashenka is leav-
ing his residence at the time. But the prosecutor’s office does not bring any
action because the traffic was blocked for 5-10 minutes,’ Liabedzka said.

On 25 May Valery Levaneuski stated he would declare a hunger-strike in
the case his complaints against the prison administration weren’t considered
and Uladzimir Kouchur wasn'’t fired from the position of the Department of
punishment execution of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Mr Levaneuski applied
to Kouchur in order to appeal the punishments that were imposed on hum by
the administration of Ivatsevichy colony for alleged violations of the prison
regime. Levaneuski considered them lawless. Any punishments negatively in-
fluence the right of a prisoner to receive a milder punishment as a result of
amnesty. Earlier Levaneuski tried to appeal the punishments to court, but the
judges stated it was beyond their competence. Uladzimir Kouchur didn’t help
the prisoner as well and Valery Levaneuski demanded his resignation and
said that otherwise he would go on hunger-strike since 1 June.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 26 May Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court continued the trial over Pavel
Seviarynets and Mikola Statkevich. Several dozens people attended the trial
to support them. The last withesses were questioned. Then the videotape of
the events of 18 and 19 October, provided by the police, was shown. Pavel
Seviarynets commented: ‘After watching these video materials it became clear
that the criminal version of the case was beyond criticism. There were no crimes,
gross violations of the public order, foul expressions and any actions hindering
the life of the dwellers of the adjacent houses, which didn’t correspond to the
accusation. The tape was made like a political movie. Judging by the actions
of the court during watching the tape and questioning of the witnesses was of
accusative nature. The judge didn’t hide he wanted to confirm our guilt, not

ﬁﬁ innocence, that's why this case reminds of a political order.’
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On 27 May the prosecutor Vadzim Pazniak demanded three years of per-
sonal restraint for Pavel Seviarynets and Mikola Statkevich.

On 31 May Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court sentenced the opposition ac-
tivists Pavel Seviarynets and Mikola Statkevich to three years of personal re-
straint.

On 31 May in Minsk the police detained Aliaksandr Skrabets, the younger
brother of Siarhei Skrabets, and took him to Brest. There was no information
why he was detained, but the investigators confirmed the detention was con-
nected to the criminal case brought against Siarhei Skrabets.

On 1 June members of the Belarusian European Association held an ac-
tion of protest against the sentence to Pavel Seviarynets and Mikalai Statkev-
ich. The action participants tried to pass the appeal to the Ambassador, in
which they warned the Belarusian authorities about punishment for harass-
ment of the opposition’s activists.

On 2 June Valery Levaneuski went on hunger-strike. His main demand
was the retirement of Uladzimir Kouchur, the head of the chair of the depart-
ment of execution of punishments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Valiery
Levaneuski believes that his complaints and statements aren’t considered prop-
erly or aren’t considered at all because of the order of this official.

On 6 June the trial of the entrepreneur Andrei Klimau, deputy of the Su-
preme Soviet of the 13" Convocation, started at Minsk Tsentralny Borough
Court. He was charged with the organization of the street action of 25 March,
at which gross violations of the public order allegedly took place. The justice
advisor Vadzim Pazniak was appointed the main accuser. The trial was led by
the judge Sviatlana Hanchar. She interrogated the police withesses and three
persons who had been arrested for participation in the action. Andrei Klimau
refused from advocatory services. His interests were represented by his wife
Tatsiana Leanovich. Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Court holds another crimi-
nal case against Andrei Klimau that was brought for defamation of
A.Lukashenka.

On 6 June the imprisoned leader of Hrodna entrepreneurs Valery Levaneu-
ski was transferred to the prison’s medical department, but didn’t stop his hun-
ger-strike. According to the department’'s medics, the state of his health was
satisfactory, Levaneuski was transferred there because of the hunger-strike
and the prosecutor’s office was informed about it.

On 7 June Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court decided the fate of Mikhalil
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Marynich’s property. Iron, veloergometer and TV-set were the only things that
the judge Natalia Vaitsiakhovich decided to leave to the former wife and the
sons of the political prisoner Mikhail Marynich. The relatives asked the judge to
reverse the decision about confiscation due to the fact that Marynich married
for the second time and took his property away. The court listened to the wit-
nesses, who testified concerning the belonging of different items to Marynich’s
relatives, but only in three cases the court decided in their favor. The rest of the
property was confiscated. Marynich’s sons disagreed with the court verdict
and intended to appeal against it.

On 9 June the trial of Andrei Klimau continued at Minsk Tsentralny Bor-
ough Court. Mr Klimau was charged with organization of the protest action on
25 of March, during which mass riot allegedly took place. On 8 June the judge
announced a break so that Klimau’s wife Tatsiana Leanovich who was his only
defender could familiarize with the case materials and prepare to the debates.
She didn’t expect the court would allow her defend her husband and said she
was glad she would have the possibility to meet with him and help him. Howev-
er, the court prohibited to Tatsiana to speak with her husband. She couldn’t
meet with him eye-to-eye in order to elaborate the conception of defense, as it
is required by the Criminal-Process Code. Moreover, she wasn’t allowed even
to meet with him at the investigative isolator on 8 June. The administration
referred to the duty instruction that prohibited to relatives to visit those whom
they defended. The license issued to Tatsiana Leanovich by the judge Sviatla-
na Hanchar let her meet with husband only at court. Mrs Leanovich said she
had almost lost consciousness when she saw her husband in the temporary
detention cell during a break. The court was situated on the ground floor of a
block house. The arrested persons are kept there in the cells the area of which
is 1 x 0,5 meter and the height — about 0,5 meter as well. During the whole
break Andrei stood there with his legs bent. She couldn’t even imagine such
things are possible in the 215t century. The guards prohibited to her to pass him
a small bottle of water. On 9 June the court watched all the video-tapes, shot
during the action by the police and secret services. Tatsiana Leanovich said
she was very impressed with the video: ‘It was clearly visible that demonstra-
tors were rudely pushed out of Frantsysk Skaryna Av. and Lenin St. and there
wasn’t any real action’. The state accuser Vadzim Pazniak spoke for a quarter
of an hour. The only evidence of Andrei Klimau’s guilt was that he confessed
he attempted to organize the action on 25 March. Even Pazniak confessed it
didn’t take place. Nevertheless, the state accuser asked to punish the ac-
cused with three years of strict regime colony and stated that the amnesty that
was declared on 6 May wouldn’t spread on this case.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 10 June Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court sentenced Andrei Klimau,
58 deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the 13" Convocation, to 1,5 years of personal
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restraint. The two months he spent in the investigative ward of Minsk were
included, that's why 16 months were left. A.Klimau was released from the court
hall and had 10 days to complain against the verdict to Minsk City Court. We
should remind A.Klimau was charged with violation of article #342 of the Crim-
inal Code of the Republic of Belarus (organization of group actions that gross-
ly violate public order). According to the investigation, on 25 March 2005
A.Klimau organized unauthorized mass action in the center of Minsk. By the
way, it wasn’t the last trial of Klimau. He was also charged with libelling the
president (part 2 of article #368 of the Criminal Code) and insult of president
(part 1 of article #368 of the Criminal Code) that were allegedly found in his
books and articles.

On 10 June in Barysau the consideration of the criminal case against the
editor of the non-state newspaper Borisovskiye novosti Anatol Bukas resumed
at the local court. The criminal case was brought in 2004. In November the
prosecutor’s office informed the editor that by his article about the editor of the
newspaper of Barysau City Executive Committee Vera Pratasevich Mr Bukas
violated the Criminal Code. In January the prosecutor’s office specified he
libeled and defamed the editor of the official newspaper. Mr Bukas, in his turn,
stated his article was just a response to the articles the V.Pratasevich pub-
lished about him.

On 13 June the prosecutor asked to fine the chief editor of Borisovskiye
novosti Anatol Bukas under articles 188 and 189 of the Criminal Code of the
Republic of Belarus.

On 14 June Brest City Prosecutor’s Office refused to change the restraint
to Siarhei Skrabets and left him behind bars. The defense lawyer Khomich
said he was preparing a petition to the court. Mr Skrabets kept on hungering
for the second month. His friends and relatives, Valery members of the deputy
group Respublika Valery Fralou and Uladzimir Parfianovich and the chair of
the Council of Belarusian People’s Republic Ivonka Survilla and leaders of the
United Civil Party several times asked him to stop the hunger-strike.

On 15 June Uladzimir Levaneuski said his father Valery Levaneuski stopped
his hunger-strike because of health problems. U.Levaneuski found it from a
letter sent by his father. According to him, V.Levaneuski stated he would con-
duct hunger-strikes every month, didn’t refuse from any of his demands ad
didn’t believe the promises of the colony administration he would be condition-
ally released in the case he didn'’t violate the prison discipline.

On 15 June Hrodna lawyer Aliaksandr Birylau visited Valery Levaneuski in
Ivatsevichy penal colony. According to the lawyer, Valery Levaneuski lost weight
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but remains cheerful and in a good mood. The convict said that the good air,
plentiful due to the numerous woods surrounding the facility, compensated for
lack of food. The lawyer said that as a result of the hunger-strike he was visited
by the head of the Brest office of prison administration and by the vice-head of
the administration from Minsk. However, most of Levaneuski’'s grievances
against the prison administration were still there. They concerned the rules of
receiving and sending mail. For example, during the year that he spent in the
facility, Mr Levaneuski sent about 100 different letters and complaints. Howev-
er, according to his information only a tenth reached the destination. That's
why the leader of the businessmen demanded that the system of registering
complaints from convicted people and feedback to these complaints be im-
proved. Because his demands weren't fulfilled, he retained the right to resume
the hunger-strike.

On 16 June Barysau City Court found Anatol Bukas, the editor of the Bori-
sovskiye novosti, guilty of violating part 2 of article #188 of the Criminal Code
of Belarus (defamation contained in a public speech or in the media) and part
2 of Article #189 of the Criminal Code of Belarus (willful undermining of the
person’s dignity expressed in an obscene form). Judge Alena Samtsevich im-
posed on him a fine of about 200 US dollars and 3 million rubles to compen-
sate for moral damages caused to Vera Pratasevich, the editor of Adzinstva
newspaper that belongs to Barysau City Executive Committee.

On 20 June the Hrodna businessman Valery Levaneuski went to the pris-
on hospital in the Ivatsevichy penal colony after the hunger-strike. According
to Levaneuski’s son Uladzimir, his father felt heartache and was undergoing a
course of treatment.
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On 20 June the investigator of Brest City Prosecutor’s Office Andrei Li-
vanau said the case of Siarhei Skrabets would be investigated by another
officer. According to Livanau, it was because the republic prosecutor’s office
required the former deputy’s case.

On 22 June several famous people called on the former deputy Siarhei
Skrabets to stop the hunger-strike, which he has kept for the 40" day. ‘The
political case of Siarhei Skrabets has already occurred. The current hunger-
strike does not have an impact on the political process, and the importance of
preserving human life should also prevail. We understand the motivation of
the politician but also want him to understand that the hunger-strike should be
stopped,’ said the appeal. Some of the people who signed the appeal include
the writers Ryhor Baradulin, Uladzimir Arlou, Leanid Dranko-Maisiuk, Valiantsin
Taras, the musicians Aliaksandr Kulinkovich, Ihar Varashkevich, Liavon Volski,

ﬁ" Siarhei Mikhalok, Aleh Khamenka, Viachaslau Koran, Dzmitry Vaitsiushkevi-
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ch, vice-president of the Belarusian Association of Journalists Andrei Bastu-
nets, editor of Abazhur magazine Uladzimir Dziuba, the journalist Pavel Mazhei-
ka, the former judge of the Constitutional Court, Prof. Mikhail Pastukhou, etc.

On 22 June the prosecutor’s office voiced some details of the crimes com-
mitted against the journalists. As was disclosed, the case of Dzmitry Zavadz-
ki’s disappearance really had mention of some special squad officer Rabtsev-
ich. This man allegedly had a connection either to the car that lhnatovich’s
gang had used, or to the gold mentioned in the case. But the disappeared
journalist’'s mother does not think that the meeting of the investigators with
Rabtsevich in Israel will shed additional light on her son’s fate. 'He should be
looked for in Belarus, visiting Israel means wasting the time and pretending
something is being done. You can travel all over the world to see friends or
relations of the suspects and then successfully report the continuation of the
investigation,” said Volha Zavadzkaia. As regards the murder of the Salidar-
nasts journalist Veranika Charkasava, the prosecutor’s office mentioned ‘up to
ten versions’. Dyiana Charkasava, Veranika Charkasava’s mother, had reserved
commentary on the statement made by the prosecutor’s office about ten ver-
sions of her daughter’s murder: ‘I know that earlier they only had one or two
versions, where do ten come from? You need to have a lot of imagination. We
have neither new versions nor new facts. Whatever the case has — they know
but will say nothing, | believe. It is known that among other versions was a
version of Iraqi traces in the murder of the journalist. This version was based
on the fact that Veranika Charkasava went on a journalist mission in Iraq and
allegedly collected evidence about the sale of Belarusian arms to the regime
of Sadam Hussein. The Belarusian media wrote a lot about the professional
approach in the journalist’'s murder. Such cases, experts say, are either un-
raveled in the first days after the crime or remain unsolved.’

On 22 June the vice-prosecutor general of Belarus Mikalai Kupryianau
said that one criminal case against Siarhei Skrabets was made from the two
cases against him. In April 2003 the first case initiated against Siarhei Sk-
rabets accused him of swindling the state out of credits and organizing a crim-
inal group when he was head of the Trading Company BelBabaieuski. In May
2005 he was accused of preparing for a crime and bribery.

On 28 June Minsk City Court considered the Appeal against the verdict
passed by the Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court and upheld the verdict passed
to the Chair of the Belarusian Social-Democratic Party (Narodnaia Hramada),
the coordinator of the European coalition Mikalai Statkevich, and one of the
Young Front leaders Pavel Seviarynets. On 31 May the court sentenced the
opposition politicians to three years of restricted freedom for organizing on 18-
19 October 2004 mass protests against the official results of the parliamentary
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elections and referendum. Simultaneously with the amnesty, the term of re-
stricted freedom has been reduced by a year.

On 1 July Pavel, the political prisoner Mikhail Marynich’s son, said that his
father was transferred from Minsk prison UZh 15/1 to the republican prison
hospital. According to Pavel Marynich, his father experienced problems with
the eyesight. The same day he appealed to the head of Minsk Prison lauhen
Los, requesting an additional meeting with the father due to his illness, but
received a negative answer.

On 1 July Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court considered the petition of Siarhei
Skrabets, oppositional politician and former deputy of the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives, and didn’t find any reasons to change the restraint for him, as a
result of which Skrabets was left in Brest investigative isolator. Prosecutor’s
Office of Belarus dealt with the criminal case against Skrabets for about two
weeks before Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court was entrusted to consider the
petition. The trial lasted for less then half an hour. Besides, Skrabets’ defense
lawyer Mikhail Khomich wasn’t able to come there from Brest, so there wasn’t
anyone to defend the interests of the defendant, nobody could explain to the
judge Alena lliina the state of health of the man who hungered for about 40
days. In his speech the representative of the prosecutor’s office said that there
weren’t important arguments for changing the restraint and the judge didn’t
satisfy the petition.

On 7 July the political prisoner Aliaksandr Vasilieu was released from the
Minsk prison in Kalvaryiskaya St. At 8 o’clock in the evening he got back home.
Several days before Mr Vasilieu was summonsed to the amnesty commission,
where they told him he was entitled to amnesty as a prisoner who had served
a third of his term and did not have many violations. Aliaksandr Vasilieu, 59,
lieutenant colonel of the armed forced in the reserve. He was a businessman
and a public activist. On 7 September 2004 he and Valery Levaneuski, both
leaders of the National Strike Committee of Businessmen, received two years
in prison each for publicly insulting president Lukashenka.
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On 7 July the family of Valery Levaneuski received a letter from him kept in
prison. He wrote that he was not included into the list of those entitled to am-
nesty declared before 9 May. He had learnt about this before the date, on 30
June the political prisoner was summonsed by the amnesty committee which
told him that he had been refused amnesty because of his ‘poor conduct’. The
letter says that the only change in the life of the political prisoner was that he
finally got the job of an orderly in the medical section of the prison, which in fact

ﬁz was a cleaner’s position and was paid 9 000 rubles (about 4 US dollars) per
month.
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On 13 July the mother and father of the ex-deputy Siarhei Skrabets visited
him in Brest investigation center, where he has been kept since the 15 May
arrest. In the detention center Siarhei Skrabets held a hunger-strike which
lasted about 40 days. Even after meeting her son, Nina Ryhorauna, Siarhei
Skrabets’s mother said: ‘Judging from his look, you wouldn’t say he has stopped
his hunger-strike. He is very thin, skinny. You could see dark bags under the
eyes’. Though Skrabets lost more than 20 kilos he looked cheerful. ‘He said he
takes physical exercise, does push-ups. He said: ‘Don’t cry, mama, | will go to
the end. They arrested me for no reason.”

On 19 July the Ambassador of Czech Republic to Belarus Vladimir Ruml
and his colleague from Slovakia Josif Maczyszek were refused meeting
with the Belarusian political prisoner Mikhail Marynich who has been serv-
ing his sentence in a Minsk prison. The head of the prison administration
Uladzimir Kouchur explained that the Czech and the Slovak diplomat were
denied meeting with Mikhail Marynich because he wasn’t Czech or Slovaki-
an citizen.

On 21 July it became known that the health of the former minister, the
current political prisoner Mikhail Marynich, improved and was transferred from
the prison hospital to the prison. According to the lawyer Valiantsina Shakhant-
sava, Mikhail Marynich expected to be conditionally released.

On 25 July Aliaksandr, the younger brother of the former deputy Siarhei
Skrabets, said that Siarhei would stay in custody until 27 August. Investigators
stated that the ex-deputy, if released, might influence the other parties to the
investigation process, so they didn’t want to release him on parole.

On 27 July the police searched the apartment owned by Siarhei Skrabets’s
parents, said the younger brother of the former deputy Aliaksandr Skrabets.
He also said that on 26 July they searched his apartment. They took away his
PC. Aliaksandr Skrabets expressed his conviction that his brother would finally
be charged with swindling the state out of credits when he was in charge of
BelBabaieuski — the Belarusian branch of the Russian Trading House Ba-
bayevskiy. This was the reason for the search. The former deputy’s brother is
also in the case investigated by Viachaslau Tserakhovich, an investigator for
especially important cases. This is what he says: ‘Yesterday | came to the
investigation committee. They took me right to the prosecutor’s office employ-
ee — Mr Tserakhovich. It looked like | had been arrested — they had put me in
the car with the police officers blocking the way on the left and on the right. |
even phoned my wife: get a sports outfit and a pair of slippers ready. They
interrogated me until the evening. My wife was taken home, which they
searched. They took away the PC, various documents both that have relation
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to the case and are completely unrelated. And at the end of the day Tserakhov-
ich said: we are not going to put you in detention yet'.

On 27 July Pavel Seviarynets was summonsed to the criminal and execu-
tion inspectorate of Pershamaiski borough of Vitsebsk, where they told him to
give up his passport and his military service card. As the inspectorate staff
explained the documents had been taken away because in a week Mr Sevi-
arynets had to show up at the designated penal labor camp. Mr Sevyarynets
asked the police to provide him with a temporary substitute document for the
rest of the week, but the police refused to do as asked.

On 27 July it became known that the imprisoned professor lury Ban-
dazheuski had his punishment reduced by one year. As a result, the professor
has to spend in the correctional settlement #26 about five and a half months
until 6 January 2006. It is still not known whether the authorities would parole
the scholar. According to the professor’s wife Mrs Bandazheuskaia, the other
prisoners in this facility who had less than a year left had been paroled long
ago. We would like to remind you that at the start of the year the professor
could have been paroled because he had served two thirds of the term, how-
ever, they did not release him. The facility administration considered that Ban-
dazheuski had not reformed or admitted his guilt.

On 28 July the place where Mikola Statkevich was to serve his ‘labor’
sentence was identified. It was Baranavichy. Earlier, Viktar Ivashkevich, the
editor of the newspaper Rabochiy, had served his ‘labor’ sentence there.

On 2 August S.Skrabets was brought to Minsk. He had to spend 5 days to
get here (usually it takes 5 hours to come from Brest to Minsk by train).

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 3 August the Ambassador of Great Britain Brian Bennett and the act-
ing chair of the OSCE office Vagram Abadzhan came to Minsk penal colony #1
to visit Mikhail Marynich. The EU and the OSCE watch the situation of Maryn-
ich. They expressed their concern with the state of his health and urged the
authorities to urgently release him.

On 4 August Siarhei Skrabets had a meeting with his wife and son at the
investigative isolator in Valadarski St. in Minsk. The meeting lasted for about
50 minutes. Siarhei Skrabets said he was satisfied with the food in Minsk iso-
lator — there wasn’t anything fat or spicy there, only Lenten porridges. He also
asked the relatives to pass to him raisins, dried apricots, nuts and vitamins. In
Minsk isolator food parcels are accepted twice a month, while in Brest one
could pass them daily. Mr Skrabets did physical exercises in the prison cell. He

[M had four cellmates.
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On 9 August Minsk City Court left in force the verdict to the oppositional
politician Andrei Klimau that was issued to him by Minsk Tsentralny Borough
Court.

On 9 August Pavel Seviarynets, who was sentenced to 2 years of jail, was
still kept under police surveillance in Vitsebsk, without the passport which was
taken away from him on 27 July. Twice a day he had to phone to the criminal-
executive commission to ask about his future. On 9 August he also had a
telephone talk. He was told to phone on Friday. Mr Seviarynets commented:
‘According to the court verdict, | am to spend two years in jail. In fact, | have
spent several months already waiting for execution of the verdict. | have given
written undertaking not to leave the city and live without passport for several
weeks. Everyday | guess to which prison | will be sent. | understand the sense
of it all: it is psychological pressure.’

On 15 August the criminal executive inspection of Vitsebsk Pershamaiski
borough informed the well-known politician Pavel Seviarynets that he was to
go to the town of Vetryna in Polatsk district where he will spend the two years
of personal restraint to which he has been sentenced.

On August 15 Hrodna police launched investigation into the theft of the
stamp that belongs to the Union of Poles in Belarus. On 15 August Anzhalika
Borys was summonsed to be interrogated for more than 1.5 hours. Also they
had planned to re-enact the events, which they however called off. It should be
noted that on 10 August Anzhalika Borys had already been called to the pros-
ecutor’s office for the same reason because Tadevush Kruchkouski had sent
in his ‘information’. Now the police brought a criminal action.

On 16 August Pavel Seviarynets, who was sentenced to 2 years of per-
sonal restraint, came to the town of Vetryna, 20 kilometers away from Polatsk,
closer to Hlybokaie, to serve his term. Vetryna is a small place with no large
companies, but with a rather high local level of unemployment. Mr Seviarynets
told the journalists who were waiting for him outside the central office, that
apart from physical labor that he would be working on a new book and study-
ing the area history and geography. Today about 150 people do their penal
labor terms in Vetryna. Fights, thefts and disorderly conduct are why most are
here. There are also some sentenced for failure to pay alimony. As he came to
the central office on 15 August, Pavel Seviarynets found out that he will work in
the forestry company as a stacker at Alioshcha station, and live in the penal
labor dorms in Maloie Sitna, Polatsk District, 5 kilometers away from the sta-
tion. Alioshcha is the last Belarusian station on the railway line that connects
Polatsk and Nevel. It is 4 kilometers away from the Russian border and 42
kilometers away from Polatsk.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 16 August KGB agents searched the apartments of the members of
the civil initiative Third Way composed of university students, including Aliak-
sei Abozau and Pavel Marozau. They were summonsed by the KGB investiga-
tor Nestsiarovich for interrogation. As a result, twelve computers, dozens of
disks and other media were confiscated. Criminal proceedings were instituted,
the animation authors were suspected of having insulted Aliaksandr Lukash-
enka. The students created an Animation Club and released their short flash
animations via the Internet. The animations featured caricatured images of the
country’s leaders, opposition activists and common people and, obviously, the
animations all centered around a political topic. The students said they knew
they had been watched, their mail had been read, however, the searches and
then interrogations and the criminal action came quite unexpected. The club
members said that in all countries animations released via the Internet are
very popular, however, so far no one had thought of bringing a criminal action
against the authors of numerous political cartoons. Pavel Marozau, a Club
member, who gave evidence in KGB, commented: ‘When the animation char-
acter that looks like Aliaksandr Lukashenka quotes parts of his speeches and
acts like him and this causes people to laugh, so why then does KGB not visit
the Belarusian State TV Company? They show much more to illustrate the life
of the president. We all know that even without animations the people often
laugh at what he says’. The possible author of the animations has submitted a
written undertaking not to leave the city.

On 16 August KGB officers visited the apartment of Aleh Minich. They
rang the doorbell and introduced themselves as television repairmen. The day
before the owner of the apartment really called a television repair service, so
he calmly opened the doors. Five KGB agents broke into the apartment and
showed the owner a search warrant. The search was also performed in the
apartment of Aleh Minich’s parents, who had been called from the dacha. The
search in the apartment of Aleh Minich lasted for several hours. They confis-
cated not only the computer equipment but also all the notebooks, papers,
papers and disks. Mr Minich was taken to KGB Department in Telman St.,
where he was informed about criminal proceedings instituted for animations
that feature a character that bear resemblance to Aliaksandr Lukashenka. Then
Mr Minich had to sign an undertaking not to leave the city. Today on 22 August
Aleh Minich was summonsed to KGB for interrogation. As he showed up there,
they took away his passport without explaining the reasons.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 16 August M. Haraszti, OSCE representative for freedom of speech,
expressed concern about the possible legal persecution of the creators of flash
animation featuring Lukashenka. In a special statement Haraszti said that ‘sat-
ire is a common means of imparting ideas through mass media in democratic

ﬁﬁ societies.” According to him, the authorities’ treatment of the animation as an
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insult negates the principle of the freedom of political debate. He added that
for maintaining public control over the state, officials should suffer more criti-
cism than common people. This principle was reserved in European Human
Rights Court numerous decisions. He also said that Belarus is the only OSCE-
member where people are put to jail for insulting the president.

On 16 August it was reported that amnesty had been applied to Mikhail
Marynich. Valiantsina Shakhantsova, Marynichs’s lawyer said that the term of
imprisonment was reduced by one year. The prison administration of the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs confirmed this information. The lawyer said that this was
more than a half of the new term, and so there was a chance for release on
parole. She also said that the state of Mikhail Marynich’s health was ok.

On 19August the lawyer A.Birylau visited V.Levaneuski in lvatsevichy jail
and had a long talk with him. The detainee kept fighting for better conditions,
writing complaints for violating his rights and the rights of other prisoners and
has received few replies so far. According to him, he has not received a single
reply to 15 last appeals. Levaneuski also informed the lawyer about the pres-
sure on those who help him — administrative punishment for minor misde-
meanors, including deprivation of their right to amnesty (which was applied to
him also). Other methods include psychological pressure, e.g. delaying the
mail. But the most inhuman one is distributing scandal, they are said to be
agents of the jail administration and should not be trusted. ‘Levaneuski had to
pass through this himself’ said Birylau.

On 22 August the citizen of Hrodna Aleh Minich was summonsed to KGB
for interrogation. As he showed up there, they took away his passport without
explaining the reasons. The investigator interrogated Aleh Minich and his wife
Halina Minich. She commented: ‘| am indignant at the authorities’ actions, be-
cause they have started to use pressure against the family. This is outrageous.
| have nothing to do with this case, but still, they are pressurizing me. They just
took away my passport. And | need it today. We filed a complaint with the
prosecutor’s office. They promised they would look into it. | need to borrow
books, they say: ‘No, you can’t.’ | need to get some money from the bank, they
say: ‘No, you can’t.’ The same day KGB interrogated the members of the Third
Way initiative Andrei Abozau and Pavel Marozau and confiscated from them
documents as well. The investigators can take away passports only from sus-
pects or accused people, but the head of the investigative group Viktar Shaban
reassured Radio Liberty that they had neither suspects nor accused people in
this case and the interrogated persons were just witnesses in the case on
defamation of Aliaksandr Lukashenka.

On 23 August the investigator for particularly important cases of the Na-
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tional Prosecutor’s Office Viachaslau Tserakhovich formally brought against
the head of the deputy group Respublika of the Chamber of Representatives
of the previous convocation, the renowned opposition politician Siarhei Sk-
rabets. Mr Tserakhovich visited the prisoner at the prison hospital in Apanski
St. in Minsk. Aleh Dubavets, Skrabets’ lawyer, confirmed that the given charg-
es concern swindling the state out of credits. As regards the charge of encour-
aged bribery, which was why Mr Skrabets was detained, it had been brought
against him earlier. Aleh Dubavets said that Siarhei Skrabets refused to testify
as before, claiming he was innocent.

On 24 August Aleh and Halina Minichs’ complaint to Hrodna Regional
Prosecutor’s Office concerning the illegal confiscation of their passports by the
KGB was turned down. For final investigation Hrodna Prosecutor’s Office passed
their letter to Minsk, where the decision on confiscation was supposedly taken.
According to the prosecutor V.Lukianau, who is in charge of maintaining law
and order within the KGB, they could use confiscation notes instead of their
passports. Aleh and Halina stated it was outrage and an affront upon their
dignity and common sense. Their passports were confiscated by A.Varanetski,
senior investigator of the investigation department of Hrodna Regional KGB
Board, ‘in the framework of criminal case #05011110396." The case was initia-
ted for supposed insulting Lukashenka by releasing cartoons in the Internet.

On 25 August Aliaksandr Skrabets, the younger brother of the former dep-
uty and the head of the deputy group Respublika, the opposition politician
Siarhei Skrabets was called to the prosecutor’s office. There he had to sign an
undertaking not to leave the city. Aliaksandr Skrabets was considered to be an
accomplice to the affairs of his elder brother. Just like the former deputy, he
was charged by terms of three articles of the Criminal Code. The investigators
stated both brothers could take part in swindling the state out of credits. On 25
August the prosecutor’s office informed the younger Skrabets that they had in
this way inflicted on the state damage worth 498 000 US dollars. More than
that, both brothers were accused of urging their acquaintance to bribe the
state prosecutor and the judge of the Brest regional court in the amount of 30
000 dollars. Siarhei Skrabets disproved the charges. He emphasized that the
credits were taken from the bank after he was elected a deputy. That's why,
according to the law on the deputy status, he dropped his activities as a busi-
nessman. The charges brought against him were, in the ex-deputy’s opinion,
revenge for his political activity. That's why he refused point-blank to give any
evidence.
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On 25 August the journalist Andzhei Pisalnik was named a suspect in a
criminal case. The other suspects included the journalist Andrei Pachobut, the
ﬁﬂ vice-chair of the UPB luzaf Pazhetski and Veslau Keuliak. Mr Pisalnik was
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served an appropriate notice on 25 August in the regional office of the internal
affairs. The case was brought by Shchuchyn district prosecutor’s office on the
basis of the Director of the Polish House in Shchuchyn Viktar Bohdan. Accord-
ing to the criminal case, four activists of UPB from Hrodna threatened violence
unless Bohdan gave them the keys to the Polish House and resigned.

On 30 August the administration of the open prison of Baranavichy did not
allow Mikola Statkevich to visit Minsk. According to the law, if a person impris-
oned has not violated any of the internal rules, the special settlement office
may allow them to visit their family for up to three days once a month. Howev-
er, the law in this country does not apply to all. The prison administration showed
to Mikola Statkevich two letters. The first one came from the residential office,
where Mikola Statkevich was registered. It says that there were no claims to
him or any delayed utilities payments. The other letter that came from Minsk
Pershamaiski Borough Board of Internal Affairs said that ‘because of the com-
plicated situation in the city, the visit by Mikola Statkevich to Minsk is not ap-
propriate’.

On 30 August many Internet users abroad expressed their desire to keep
up the creation of cartoons about the political situation in Belarus. At the same
time, the members of the civil initiative Third Way had a status of witness in the
case of defamation of Aliaksandr Lukashenka, which was brought by Minsk
City Prosecutor’s Office for political cartoons on the Internet site of the men-
tioned organization. The members of the Third Way initiative Andrei Abozau
and Pavel Marozau have been in Kyiv since 23 August. They met up with their
Ukrainian counterparts to resume the site because all of the equipment had
been confiscated by KGB. For some time the site was blocked. Pavel Marozau
said that in the future the political cartoons would continue to be distributed via
the Internet: ‘Our Ukrainian colleagues offered us support and help — so that
we could not be brought before court. Many people expressed the desire to
continue with cartoons. So this will continue’.

On 1 September the international organization Cartoonists Rights Net-
work expressed its support to Andrei Abozau, Pavel Marozau and Aleh Minich
who are persecuted for creation of political cartoons. The CRN leader Robert
Russel urged cartoonists to send notes to Belarusian Embassies with the de-
mands to stop the haunting. Belarusian Embassies in the US and in the EU
countries have already received a number of such notes. CRN members state
that in case Belarusian authorities don’t stop persecution of their Belarusian
colleagues, in a week dozens of cartoons about Lukashenka and the political
situation in Belarus will appear on the web. The Ukrainian cartoonist Oleh
Smal, one of the organization members, commented on the situation: ‘The
authorities take cartoons too serious. They must be afraid of everything if they

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»



REVIEW-CHRONICLE of the human rights violations in Belarus in 2005

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

1

react in such a way. When the authorities start fighting cartoonists, they would
soon feel threats in other directions. One can only sympathise for them. | have
drawn our politicians and Lukashenka several times. Some of our politicians
(prime-minister Yulia Tymoshenko, for instance) collect my cartoons. When the
authorities struggle against cartoonists, it serves as the best promotion. | hope
the authorities are wise enough not to fight laughter — it will be all in vain.’

On 1 September the Supreme Court of Belarus turned down V.Levaneuski’s
claim which was filed in March. Mr Levaneuski tried to impeach the verdict
according to which he was found guilty of insulting the Belarusian president
and sentenced to 2 years of prison.

On 5 September the library at the penal colony #22 in Ivatsevichy was
finally opened thanks to the efforts of the political prisoner Valery Levaneuski.
Books, magazines and newspapers were sent there from all corners of Bela-
rus. However, not all of them passed the prison censorship. Levaneuski’'s work
on establishment of the library started in the beginning of 2005. The hardest
thing was to get the permission from the administration and the room for the
library. Then Levaneuski sent dozens of letters, asking people to send books
to the colony. According to Levaneuski’s son Uladzimir, the books that contain
maps and/or describe production of firearms and explosives are banned by
the prison administration. What concerns the political censorship, it was al-
lowed to pass the newspapers that were officially sold at the kiosks.

On 6 September according to the decision of Minsk Prosecutor’s Office,
A.Minich’s and his wife’s passports were given back to them by an investigator
of Hrodna KGB Department. For two weeks they had been attempting to return
their passports taken by the investigator of Hrodna KGB board A.Varanetski.
The claim was considered by the head of the investigation group V.Shaban.
He urged the investigator to give back the passports.

On 8 September Shchuchyn District Prosecutor’s Office interrogated lu-
zaf Pazhetski, vice-chair of the Union of Poles in Belarus. The interrogation
lasted from 6 to 7.30 p.m. The matter was that in July Viktar Bohdan, chair of
Shchuchyn Polish House applied to the police because of alleged life threats
by the UPB activists lu.Pazhetski, the editor of the newspaper Gios znad Niemna
Andzhei Pisalnik, the editor of Magazyn Polski Andrei Pachobut and Vieslau
Keuliak. In July they came to Shchuchyn to check the activity of the Polish
House there and found many violations, including financial ones. The prose-
cutor’s office brought a criminal case on the incident. luzaf Pazhetski categor-
ically rejected having threatened to Bohdan.

On 8 September the presentation of the book Red on White by Veranika
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Charkasava (a journalist who was murdered) took place in Minsk. It is a collec-
tion of articles and essays published in independent newspapers from 1991 to
2004. According to the compilers, the book is a mirror of our time, a historical
document written by a talented journalist. One of the compilers A.Starykevich
was sorry to say that Charkasava’s murderer had not been yet found. He ex-
plained that this publication was to memorize the journalist.

On 9 September it became known that the colony that decided on the
parole commission of Minsk prison was against granting parole to the former
minister and Ambassador Mikhail Marynich. His wife Tatsiana Marynich said
her husband took efforts to get the commission change their mind. Mikhail
Marynich disagreed with the refusal of early release from jail, because he be-
haved well and, in addition, needed urgent medical treatment. According to
Tatsiana Marynich, on 22 September the commission was to gather for anoth-
er sitting and issue a final decision on Marynich’s case.

On 9 September, according to S.Skrabets’ wife Aliaksandra, after tree days
of medical examination in the prison’s hospital, he was again put to a cell of the
prison in Valadarski St. in Minsk.

On 12 September the administration of the Ivatsevichy-based penal colo-
ny refused to transfer the leader of Hrodna entrepreneurs Valery Levaneuski
to a settlement. According to Levaneuski’'s son Uladzimir, the reason was the
administration considered V.Levaneuski to be a persistent violator of the pris-
on regime. Valery Levaneuski, in his turn, complained to different instances
against the penalties that were imposed by the prison administration Let us
remind Mr Levaneuski was punished four times for alleged violations of the
prison discipline, once was even taken to the black hole for violation of the
form of clothes. He stated it was a revenge for the complaints against the
prison administration. As a result of the imposed penalties the prisoner wasn'’t
granted parole. The courts rejected his complaints.

On 13 September M.Statkevich learned that 50% of his military retired pay
would be transferred to the budget. The politician was fined by Minsk Tsentral-
ny Borough Court for speaking at the businessmen’s meeting on 1 March.
Statkevich refused to rise in front of the judge and was fined 128 000 rubles for
disrespect to the court. Thus, his total fines aggregate some 2 000 US dollars.
According to the law, no more than 20% of a person’s income can be taken
under administrative fines. However, after 1 June when Statkevich found him-
self in Baranavichy prison the situation changed. The state started taking 40%
of his retired pay. A bank clerk told him that they had received a letter from the
Ministry of Justice, according to which they were allowed to sum up the fines.
Statkevich considered it as an evidence of persecution, aimed at aggravation
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of his financial position. According to him, the state worked out a system of
humiliation.

On 13 September Pavel Seviarynets who was serving his term of personal
restraint in the village of Malaie Sitna (Polatsk district) received the permission
to go to church. In the end of August he submitted the appropriate request to
the head of the corrective labor facility where he was kept. There he wrote that
being a Christian he needed to go to church at least once a week, on Sundays.
However, there are no churches closer than in 40 kilometers. Pavel Seviarynets
was allowed to go to a church in Polatsk once a month, but was allowed to stay
in the city for three hours only. However, the return bus to the village is seven
hours then the bus that arrives to Polatsk, that's why it is hardly possible to
execute the last demand. Pavel Seviarynets stated he would still demand weekly
visits to church and increase of the time spent in the city at least up to 7 hours.

On 20 December the police informed that on 22 September he would start
serving his term of personal restraint in the town of Krupki. Andrei Klimau said
he would be looking for work in Krupki district and that he would like to work as
a fire-fighter because he had some related experience. He also assumed the
authorities sent him to the ‘remotest’ part of Minsk region because they had
taken into account his request for a rest.

On 22 September the Parole Commission of Minsk prison #1 again re-
viewed Mikhail Marynich’s case and again refused early release. Tatsiana,
Mikhail Marynich’s wife, said: ‘Unfortunately, none of the circumstances were
taken into account, neither his state of health nor his good conduct. After that
| talked with the prison administration. They said that his conduct is good and
they have no grievances against him. Nonetheless, that was the decision tak-
en. In jail the former minister and Ambassador survived a heart attack and
started having problems with eyesight.’

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 27 September it became known that Valery Levaneuski tried to get
opened the believers’ room at lvatsevichy penal colony so that believers of
different confessions could pray there. He also proposed to establish compu-
ter courses for prisoners. These initiatives weren’t supported by the colony
administration.

On 28 September Andrei Klimau, who was sentenced to personal restraint,
started working as a janitor at the cinema of the settlement of Krupki in Minsk
region.

On 3 October the press-service of the national prosecutor’s office distrib-
12 uted the press release in which it was said that the investigation of the criminal
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case of the oppositional politician Siarhei Skrabets was finished. The prosecu-
tor’s office accused Mr Skrabets of three crimes — cheating the state out of
credits, illegal business activity and preparation to bribery. According to the
prosecutor’s office, despite the fact that Mr Skrabets was elected a deputy of
the Chamber of Representatives of the National Assembly in autumn 2000, he
till November 2001 continued managing the trading house BelBabaieuskaie
both directly and with the assistance of substitutes. The prosecutor’s office
also stated that the former deputy together with his brother Aliaksandr Sk-
rabets twice presented to Belarusbank forged documents and made it issue
the credits that resulted in the loss to the state equal to 498 220 US dollars.
Siarhei Skrabets answered that he stopped dealing with the affairs of the trad-
ing house when he was elected. What concerns the credits — he really re-
ceived them for buying the agro-technical equipment for selling it abroad. How-
ever, the equipment was suddenly confiscated, as a result of which the appro-
priate firms didn’t sell it and therefore didn’t return the credit.

On 4 October Mikhail Marynich, former minister and ambassador, com-
plained against the decision of the prison commission not to release him con-
ditionally before the end of his prison term. He also solicited for it because of
the bad state of health (the eye illness continued and the symptoms of the
heart attack he had had in March didn’t disappear by the time).

On 7 October the political prisoner Valery Levaneuski addressed the Con-
stitutional Court of Belarus with the request to correct the situation around the
complaints of Belarusian prisoners. Referring to his own example he stated
that the Constitutional norm, according to which every citizen of Belarus can
appeal to court against any penalty, is not implemented in Belarus. The Con-
stitutional Court answered it couldn’t consider complaints filed by individuals.

On 7 October Aliaksandr Skrabets was informed that the criminal case
against his brother Siarhei Skrabets was passed to the Supreme Court.

On 12 October the relatives of the political prisoner Siarhei Skrabets weren’t
allowed to meet with him. His wife explained: ‘The investigator refused to us.
He said that we could ask the judge after the case was passed to the court. He
didn’t say what court and what judge, though.” The only thing left to the rela-
tives was to pass parcels to Mr Skrabets. They put a copy of the subscription
bill to BDG.Delovaya gazeta into the last parcel. Nina Skrabets, Siarhei’s mother
said there’s the following rule in prison in Valadarski St where he was kept: if a
prisoner is subscribed to a newspaper, he must also have a copy of the sub-
scription bill to it. Otherwise he won't receive the periodical. It happened to the
subscription to Narodnaia volia, for instance, which the prisoner didn’t receive
as long as the parents didn’t know about the prison rules.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 13 October the head of the OSCE Minsk office ?ke Peterson came to
Hrodna for a meeting with the former prisoner of conscience Aliaksandr Vasi-
lieu and Uladzimir Levaneuski, son of the political prisoner Valery Levaneuski.
In particular, he discussed with them the conditions in which Valery Levaneu-
ski was kept in jail.

On 14 October at the Committee of financial investigations there was de-
tained the entrepreneur Mikalai Autukhovich. He came to the committee to-
gether with lury Liavonau and didn’t expect that a criminal case would be brought
against him and he would be detained. He stated he was trapped. lury Liavon-
au said that the investigator invited him to familiarize him with the materials of
the expertise on the case of Nika-trans firm. What concerns Autukhovich, the
investigator didn’t insist on his coming, but said he could come if he wanted.
Mr Autukhovich didn’t expect anything bad, so he decided to come to the com-
mittee and was detained. He was accused of non-payment of taxes. Mr Au-
tukhovich disproved these accusations and said that the Presidium of the Su-
preme Economic Court already abolished the 1 000 000 US dollars’ fine that
he had been sentenced to pay. Nevertheless, Mr Autukhovich was accused of
the non-payment of a large sum of taxes that resulted in an exceptionally large
loss to the budget. The criminal case against him was brought under part 2 of
article #243. Late in the evening he was taken to the investigative isolator of
Hrodna prison.

On 17 October Valery Levaneuski was transferred from Ivatsevichy penal
colony to the prison hospital in Minsk. According to his relatives, after the hun-
ger-strikes of protest against violations of his rights by the prison administra-
tion he got exacerbation of a heart disease. Mr Levaneuski started to feel aches
in heart and back, he didn’t know why. That's why he decided to undergo a
course of medical treatment and examination.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

In the morning of 18 October the journalist Vasil Hrodnikau was found
dead in his house in Zaslauie with a cranial trauma. Mr Hrodnikau was a pro-
fessional journalist. He worked at Belarusfilm and during the last years of his
life printed many articles on different social and political topics in Narodnaia
volia. The writer Mikalai Hrodneu, Vasil Hrodnikau’s brother, described the state
his brother’s house was in: blood stains in different rooms, personal belong-
ings scattered all over the place, broken items of furniture. In spring Vasil Hro-
dnikau had been beaten so badly that had to be taken to the hospital, said his
nephew Andrei Hrodneu. He did not tell anyone what had happened to him.
The forensic expertise of Minsk regional hospital examined the journalist’'s body
and found that the reason for his death was a cranial trauma, but didn’t tell
whether the journalist was murdered or not. The international organization

14 Reporters without Borders (RSF) urged the Belarusian authorities to conduct
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and exhausting and all-sided investigation of this death and pointed it was not
the first obscure death of a journalist in Belarus.

On 18 October the son of the murdered journalist Veranika Charkasava
Anton Filimonau was summonsed to the prosecutor’s office for familiarization
with the results of the forensic expertise. According to these results, the blood
on the bed-side table belonged to Anton. Anton Filimonau talked with the in-
vestigator in presence of his grandmother Dyiana Charkasava. He treated the
fact as a mistake of the expertise. ‘The same situation repeats. This nightmare
returns,” he said. The investigator assured Mrs Charkasava the investigation
continued working on all versions.

On 18 October the political prisoner Valery Levaneuski applied to Ivat-
sevichy District Court against the administration of the penal colony #22
where he was kept. He decided to sue the administration after the check-
up conducted by Biaroza inter-district labor inspection during which he found
that he was paid only for 82 hours of work in July and August. At the same
time, according to Levaneuski, he worked without days off as a sweeper in
the medical part of the penal colony, also executing some duties of nurse,
etc. That’s why in his suit he demanded to exact from the colony adminis-
tration 481 000 rubles.

On 19 October the lawyer Nadzeia Stankevich visited the entrepreneur
Mikalai Autukhovich at the investigative isolator and found that he had started
a hunger-strike right after his detention, on 14 October. ‘He has kept the hun-
ger-strike since 14 October. | don’t rule out that he will be taken to a hospital.
We will ask the court to change the restraint to him’.

On 25 October the administration of Baranavichy open prison refused to
provide a short-term leave of absence to the political prisoner Mikalai Statkev-
ich. According to the legislation, if a sentenced person has not violated internal
regulations and has had not admonitions, he/she should be allowed a three
day leave of absence one month after the start of the punishment. But so far
the politician has not been granted leave, having been twice denied a visit to
Minsk. Mikola Statkevich believes that the local police execute an order from
above, not allowing him to have a leave of absence.

On 25 October the relatives of the renowned opposition politician, the leader
of the deputy faction Respublika in the Chamber of Representatives of the 2™
Convocation Siarhei Skrabets, who hoped to congratulate him on the 42" birth-
day, were denied a meeting. So the relatives of the prisoner had to limit them-
selves to a food parcel. Aliaksandra Skrabets, the prisoner’s wife, prepared a
parcel large enough for three people in the same cell.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 27 October the Belarusian Association of Journalists asked Minsk Dis-
trict Prosecutor’s Office to clarify the circumstances of death of one of BAJ
members Vasil Hrodnikau. BAJ requested to be informed of the inquiry progress
and results, ‘because of the public importance of the investigation’. The organ-
ization also asked to verify the information mentioning numerous bloodstains
in Hrodnikau’s home. The International Press Institute (IPI) also urged the
Belarusian authorities to ‘conduct an immediate and thorough investigation’ of
Hrodnikau’s murder. IPI's director Johan Fritz asked the government to ‘take
all necessary efforts to prevent attacks on journalists’. IPl noted that Hrod-
nikau died almost a year after the murder of Veranika Charkasava, a journalist
for the independent newspaper Salidarnasts. IP| stressed that the circumstances
of her murder remained unclear and that the investigation concentrated on
Charkasava’s son, a minor, instead of paying attention to motives related to
Charkasava’s professional activities.

On 28 October the activist of the Union of Poles of Belarus, journalist
Andrei Pachobut was freed from the undertaking not to leave Shchuchyn. Mr
Pachobut is a suspect in the criminal case about intimidation of Viktar Bohdan,
director of Shchuchyn Polish House (article #185 of the Criminal Code). At the
same time, Hrodna Regional Prosecutor’s Office prolonged the term of inves-
tigation for another month.

On 29 October the newspaper Zgoda in its article Uncompromised Death
(#39 of 29 October 29 — 5 November) made the assumption that the journalist
Vasil Hrodnikau could have died because of his work on the article Cheaters-
3, which was part of a series of publications focusing on KGB and the Ministry
of Internal Affairs. According to the newspaper, the two previous articles from
the Cheaters series touched upon fraud involving apartments in Maladechna.
Shortly before his death, Hrodnikau intended to visit Maladechna for a few
days and collect information for the new article. According to Zgoda, Hrod-
nikau had a notebook on his desk at home, and in the notebook he had written
a draft of the article with the working title Booked Office, or a Few Straightfor-
ward Questions to the Country’s President and His Subordinates. The article’s
authors also question the logic of investigators who did not initiate a criminal
inquiry into Hrodnikau’s death based on presumptions that Hrodnikau’s home
had been locked from inside and the windows had not been damaged. The
newspaper noted, ‘The windows weren’t exactly undamaged. The journalist
was found in the kitchen, and that's where the inner window glass was broken.
A big crack spreads in all directions. The relatives said it hadn’t been there
before.” Hrodnikau’s colleagues visited his home and noted plenty of other
details: a stool was broken, with the seat and the leg stained with blood; cereal
and matches (many of which were burnt) were spilled in the kitchen; blood
]ﬁ stains in the form of stripes were found at various locations, etc.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 31 October Tatsiana Marynich, the wife of the prisoner of conscience
Mikhail Marynich, announced that her husband’s health had deteriorated, pre-
sumably because of low temperature in the prison cells, and that he had been
taken to the prison hospital. Tatsiana said, ‘The right side of his body has
become numb. It’s freezing where he’s at.’

On 3 November Hrodna Leninski Borough Court refused to change the
restraint for the Vaukavysk businessman Mikail Autukhovich, who by this time
had already kept a hunger-strike of protest against it for 20 days.

On 11 November the administration of the special commandant’s office
transferred the political prisoner Mikola Statkevich to a domestic mode so that
he could live his father in Baranavichy on the condition that he wouldn’t leave
the work and will be daily registering himself at the special commandant’s
office. According to the law, the condemned person who in the course of three
months had no reprimands for braking internal schedule can be transferred to
a domestic mode - in the case if his relatives will live together with him. Mikola
Statkevich’s father who needs care lives in Baranavichy. The administration of
the special commandant’s office allowed the oppositional politician to spend a
night in his father’s house only once. The politician listed three main reasons
why that have most likely affected the authorities’ decision to transfer him to a
domestic mode: ‘A rather energetic reaction of Narodnaia Hramada’s Social-
Democratic partners in the Western Europe began. The second reason is of a
local nature. These months | felt how local special structures got ‘exhausted’
because they were making a lot of efforts to control me. They hope that the
number of foreign visitors whom they fear for some reason will decrease. The
third group of reasons is the psychological one. The authorities cannot allow
creating with their actions the reputation of opposition leaders as decent peo-
ple who are not afraid and who will sacrifice’. In November Mikola Statkevich
was visited by the representatives of Swedish to parliament together with jour-
nalists. Earlier the ambassador of Germany Martin Heker came to visit him.
The head of Swedish diplomatic mission in Belarus Stefan Ericsson has as-
sured Belarusian politician that Swedish social democrats would cooperate
henceforth with the party led by Mr Statkevich.

On 11 November Hrodna Regional Economic Court left in power the deci-
sion about the collection of 12 million rubles of land-tax from Vaukavysk entre-
preneur Mikalai Autukhovich who was on hunger-strike of protest at the time.
The appeal was submitted to the court on behalf of the entrepreneur by the
lawyer Andrei Kukhtsiuk. According to him now there is still a possibility to
address the Supreme Economic Court. Vaukavysk tax inspection decided that
Mikalai Autukhovich supposedly occupied the land near the office and the apart-
ment house without permission. From this reason the last year they put a ten
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times larger land-tax than a usual one - 14 million rubles from which 2 million
the entrepreneur has paid off. Now from him they collect the remaining sum
plus one and a half million rubles of fine.

On 13 November, the leader of Hrodna entrepreneurs Valery Levaneuski
announced going on hunger strike in Ivatsevichy settlement where he was
serving his sentence. This was reported by the prisoner’s lawyer Aliaksandar
Birylau. According to the lawyer, Valery Levaneuski protested against the ac-
tions of some administration members and strived for their punishment. Uladz-
imir Levaneuski, the son of Valery Levaneuski, told about the events that be-
came the reason for the hunger strike: ‘The vice-head of the settlement organ-
ized a search in my father’s personal belongings. They found some minor
violation and punished him with deprivation of the right to a long-term meeting.
Father thinks that this way they took revenge upon him as he keeps appealing
various instances about the violations of his rights and the rights of the prison-
ers in the settlement’. According to Aliaksandr Birylau, Levaneuski declared
the hunger-strike to the administration of the settlement right away and was
transferred to the medical part where they observed the condition of his health.
Valery Levaneuski drank water and refused only from meals. ‘As far as | know,
with Levaneuski they found a book that he was supposed to bring back to the
library. For this minor violation he was denied meeting his wife and sons, which
is very sensitive for a prisoner. Of course, this is an inadequate punishment for
such trifle,’ thinks the lawyer.

On 14 November Aliaksandra Skrabets, Siarhei Skrabets’ wife, reported
that her husband renewed the hunger strike in the prison. She found out about
that from the letter addressed to the former deputies. Siarhei Skrabets wrote
he felt bad because of regular podagra fits. Bad nourishment caused exace-
bration of his illnesses.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 15 November the state has cancelled a travel stamp in the passport of
the vice-chairman of the Union of Poles in Belarus luzef Pazhetski. This stamp
gives one the right to travel abroad to all the countries of the world. luzef Pazhet-
ski got summonsed to the regional police by the investigator of the criminal
case on financial misuses in the Union of Poles. There they asked for a pass-
port. A worker of the passport and visa service, who was present in the room,
annulled the permissive seal for foreign travels and returned the passport to
the owner. The investigator explained to Mr Pazhetski he was a suspect in
another criminal case, concerning intimidation of Viktar Bohdan, director of the
Polish House in the town of Shchuchyn.

On 15 November Mikhalai Autuhovich was subjected to psychiatric ex-
]8 amination while under arrest in Hrodna prison. The decision was taken be-
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cause of his claim to the prison chief. He has written that he is ready to die in
a cell and if it happens he will blame in it the head of Hrodna Regional Execu-
tive Committee Uladzimir Sauchanka and all those who have authorized and
singed to start criminal case.

On 15 November Mikalai Alikhver, who dealt with the investigation of the
criminal case of the Vaukavysk entrepreneur Mikalai Autukhovich, visited Vau-
kavysk and interrogated the entrepreneur’s 14-year-old daughter Katsiaryna.
The girl was interrogated at the office of the headmaster. The investigator asked
where the girls’ mother Alena Autukhovich was and whether she talked to her
daughter over the phone. He wanted to find Alena Autukhovich, who went away
to undergo a course of medical treatment, and interrogate her in connection
with the criminal case. Mikalai Alikhver drew up the report on interrogating
Katsiaryna Autukhovich and told her to sign it.

On 16 November Anzhalika Borys, chair of the Union of Poles unrecog-
nized by the authorities, was served a subpoena to appear for interrogation
with the investigator of Hrodna police Dzmitry Labouski, which lasted for al-
most three hours. Anzhalika Borys took part in confrontations attended by
Kazimir Znaidzinski, one of the vice-chairs of the Unions of Poles recognized
by the authorities and the legal adviser of the organization Eduard Kalosh.
They argued that Anzhalika Borys handed out to the UPB members humani-
tarian aid brought from Poland. Ms Borys said to the investigator that as long
as she was the head, the Union of Poles did not receive any humanitarian
assistance. The assistance was distributed by Tadevush Kruchkouski, the then
chair of the organization. Anzhalika Borys also had a meeting with the investi-
gator of Shchuchyn police Mr Zaloha, who was in charge of the investigation
into the intimidation of Viktar Bohdan, Director of the Polish House in Shchuchyn.
The charges leveled against luzaf Pazhetski, Anzhalika Borys’s deputy, and
his colleagues recognized as suspects by the investigators — the other deputy
to Ms Borys Veslau Keuliak, the senior editor of Gios znad Niemna Andzei
Pisalnik and the senior editor of Magazyn Polski Andrei Pachobut. Mr Zaloha
asked whether Anzhalika Borys had personally threatened Mr Bohdan. Com-
ing back from the police Anzhalika Borys said that they had exerted powerful
psychological pressure on her.

On 16 November the judge Katsiaryna Karatkevich chaired the preparato-
ry sitting of the Supreme Economic Court regarding the case of the Vaukavysk
businessman Mikalai Autukhovich, the date of the hearing was identified — 30
November. A month and a half before the Presidium of the Supreme Economic
Court cancelled all of the previous court rulings regarding the fines imposed
on Mikalai Autukhovich, against which he had been struggling when free. In
particular, he held three hunger-strikes of protests, two of which were joined by
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the taxi drivers who supported the businessman. The presidium decided to
send the fines’ cases for additional consideration, ruling that it will be reviewed
in Minsk by the Supreme Economic Court. However, on 14 October in Hrodna
the Office of the Financial Investigation Department in Hrodna Region launched
criminal proceedings for the non-payment of taxes and arrested the business-
man on the same day.

On 18 November the authorities of Shchuchyn cancelled the seal in Veslau
Keuliak’s passport, which allows him to go to any country in the world. Mr Keuliak
is the vice-chair of the Union of Poles of Belarus headed by Anzhalika Borys and
not recognized by the authorities.Mr Keuliak came for a regular interrogation
regarding the intimidation of Viktar Bohdan, the director of the Shchuchyn-based
Polish House. An employee of the passport and visa service cancelled the seal.
Veslau Keuliak was told that this had been done because he was a suspect in
Bohdan’s case. Another vice-chair of the Union of Poles luzaf Pazhetski also
came to Shchuchyn for interrogation. He was banned to leave abroad the other
day when he was being interrogated by the local police.

On 22 November the international organization Reporters without Borders
(RSF) called on the Belarusian authorities to conduct a serious investigation
into the potentially violent death of the journalist Vasil Hrodnikau. The organi-
zation brought attention to the appearance of the new evidence in the case
since the last police investigations. ‘Hrodnikau worked on a rather risky theme
before he died, and what is not rare for Belarus is when journalists become
targets of intimidation or physical violence as they investigate themes some
people would prefer to keep secret’, said the Reporters. They reminded Mr
Hrodnikau had been working on the article Cheaters 3 devoted to apartment
manipulations, and that the notebook found on a table in Hrodnikau’s house
contained a sketch of the article entitled Booked Office or a Few Straightfor-
ward Questions to the Country’s President and His Subordinates. The Report-
ers reminded that the investigation into the murder of Veranika Charkasava in
October 2004 and the disappearance of the cameraman Dzmitry Zavadski in
July 2000 hadn’t made any progress.

On 28 November Minsk District Prosecutor’s Office decided not to bring a
criminal case on the fact of death of the non-staff correspondent of Narodnaia
volia Vasil Hrodnikau. This information was distributed by the investigator of
Hrodnikau’s death Dzmitry Kirylchyk. According to him, the decision was taken
because of absence of corpus delicti. The investigator refused to inform the
press about the results of the forensic examination, saying they could be pre-
sented only to Hrodnikau’s relatives. Mr Kirylchik also pointed the public and
mass media paid much interest to the case, but said it had no influence on the

ﬂ" results of the check-up.
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On 30 November the international organization Reporters without Borders
directed an open letter to Aliaksandr Lukashenka to condemn the decision of
the prosecutor’s office not to bring a criminal case on death of the journalist
Vasil Hrodnikau. ‘We are afraid we will never get to know the real circumstanc-
es of Hrodnikau’'s death, as it was in the cases of the journalists Veranika
Charkasava and Dzmitry Zavadski. The killers must be punished. The families
of victims and citizens of Belarus have the right to know what has happened.
That's why we urge you not to close the case of Vasil Hrodnikau without a
though investigation of his possible murder and receiving the real results on
the cases of the murder of Veranika Charkasava and strange disappearance
of Dzmitry Zavadski’, said the letter.

On 1 December not far from the town of Skidzel the police detained the
chief editor of Gios znad Niemna ‘in emigration’ Andzhei Pisalnik and took him
to Hrodna Leninski Borough Board of Internal Affairs. They took his passport
and annulled there the seal that allowed going abroad, explaining he was a
suspect on the criminal case brought because of the application of Viktar Bo-
hdan, chair of Shchuchyn Polish House who stated Pisalnik was among the
persons who tried to intimidate him.

On 5 December Uladzimir Levaneuski, son of the political prisoner Valery
Levaneuski, said the German Embassy in Minsk received the answer from
Ivatsevichy penal colony concerning the request to meet with his father. The
colony administration refused to give such a possibility to the diplomats and
didn’t explain the reasons. Meanwhile, Valery Levaneuski was on hunger-strike
since 13 November. He demanded to punish the duty officials who violated his
rights.

On 6 December, in presence of defense lawyers, Mikalai Autukhovich was
read the official charges concerning non-payment of an exceptionally large
sum of taxes, article #243 of the Criminal Code, providing as punishment 3-7
years of jail with or without property confiscation. According to the defense
lawyer Halina Ivanona since 14 October he kept a hunger-strike to protest
against being kept in jail. The prison administration considered Autukhovich’s
action as incomplete hunger-strike. The prison director Aliaksandr Alieu stated
the prisoner drank tea, ate honey and vitamins. Autukhovich’s father confirmed
he passed honey to the prison. Siarhei Malchyk, former teacher of Hrodna
Medical University, also went on hunger-strikes in jail, where he was kept for
participation in unauthorized actions. He said that in favorable conditions peo-
ple could even hunger for 80-90 days, but later lethal outcome was possible.
What concerns vitamins, they can’t be considered as food. That's why Au-
tukhovich’s hunger-strike can be considered incomplete, but it is hunger-strike
in any case.
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On 6 December the criminal case about intimidation of the director of the
Polish House Viktar Bohdan was passed to Hrodna Regional Board of Internal
Affairs. The chief editor of Gios znad Niemna ‘in emigration’ Andzhei Pisalnik
went to Shchuchyn for confrontation with Viktar Bohdan, which didn’t take place.
The investigator explained he passed the case to Hrodna RBIA and failed to
warn Pisalnik about it.

On 7 December Valery Levaneuski, the imprisoned leader of Hrodna busi-
nessmen, stopped hungering at the penal colony in Ivatsevichy. He started the
hunger-strike on 13 November, demanding to punish the head of the colony
Mikhail Karmanovich, who deprived him of the right to meet with his relatives
for unmade bed and then prohibited him to receive a parcel and buy food in the
colony shop. The reason for the end of the hunger-strike was the arrival of the
commission that was to discriminate into the prisoner’s complaints.

On 8 December Viktar Sivokhin, vice-chairman of the Belarusian union
of the Afghanistan war veterans visited the member of this union Mikalai
Autukhovich in jail. He talked with the prisoner for two hours and consid-
ered the state of his health has become critical after a long hunger-strike.
Viktar Sivokhin said he started to cry when he saw Autukhovich, despite his
being an experienced colonel. He said it was necessary for the veterans to
apply to the prosecutor general with the request to change the restraint to
Autukhovich who wasn’t going to flee: ‘The veteran of the war in Afghani-
stan, who honestly worked, provided jobs and wages to other veterans, is
isolated from the society for unknown reasons, though his state of health is
critical — | say it because I've seen him merry and mighty.’ Viktar Sivokhin
pointed that all people who fought in Afghanistan returned from there with a
subtle sense of justice. It also concerns Mikalai Autukhovich, chevalier of
Red Banner order and the medals For Courage and For Merit. Viktar Si-
vokhin also expressed his disbelief Autukhovich could consume anything,
be on ‘partial’ hunger-strike: ‘What honey! Leave that tales! | saw this man.
When the doctor gave him a medicine with vitamins, Autukhovich immedi-
ately threw it out with slime, because his stomach rejects even these vita-
mins. The situation is that we can lose a man in peaceful time. | can’t imag-
ine what danger he can present to Vaukavysk and Hrodna region.’ Viktar
Sivokhin added Mr Autukhovich looked as if he was removed from a cross
and that the average age at which the veterans of the Afghan war died was
48 years. 771 persons died during the 10 years of the war in Afghanistan
and five thousand — in Belarus. About 600 citizens of Vaukavysk signed the
appeal to Lukashenka with the request to change the restraint to the pris-
oner. The investigation of his case was over — according to the final accu-
sation the sum of allegedly non-paid takes was 300 million rubles, not 679
82 it used to be at first.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 9 December Mikhail Marynich appealed to the Supreme Court the sen-
tence that was issued to him by Minsk District Court in 2004. His defense
lawyer Valiantsina Shakhautsova enumerated the arguments that were put in
the complaint: ‘We wrote he didn’t commit any crime and that the accusation
failed to present any evidence. All withesses rejected the charges that he com-
mitted a crime by the abuse of his official powers. The owner of the ‘stolen’
computers had no pretensions, because of the rent agreement that was in
action. Of course, we didn’t simply enumerate our arguments, but also pre-
sented them in another way, because complaints to different courts differ. Still,
the essence is the same: there is no corpus delicti in Marynich’s actions.’

12 December was the 60" day of Mikalai Autukhovich’s hunger-strike. The
defense lawyer Halina lvanova visited him together with the investigator Mika-
lai Alikhver. The term of the preliminary arrest that was to have ended on 14
December was prolonged till 14 January 2006. On 12 December the begin-
ning of familiarization with the materials of the criminal case against Autukhov-
ich was declared. The investigation of the case was over. He stated to the
investigator he was unable to familiarize with the case because of the state of
health. It was put down in the minutes. The businessman was charged with
evasion from taxes which resulted in especially large loss to the budget. The
Criminal Case concerned article #243 of the Criminal Code, providing 3-7 years
of jail as punishment with or without property confiscation.

On 14 December the chair of the diplomatic mission of Sweden Stefan
Ericsson came to Baranavichy and visited Mikalai Statkevich, who was serv-
ing his term of personal restraint at the local open penitentiary institution. He
passed to the prisoner a letter of support from the Foreign Minister of Sweden.
Mikalai Statkevich thanked to the government of Sweden and his partners
from the Swedish social-democratic party for support and solidarity.

On 14 December Dzmitry Kirylchyk, the investigator of Minsk Inter-District
Prosecutor’s Office, made another ruling which again refused to institute a
criminal action to investigate the death of Vasil Hrodnikau, the free lance cor-
respondent of Narodnaia volia. The first time the refusal came on 28 Novem-
ber due to the ‘absence of the crime’. On 29 November the Prosecutor’s Office
of Belarus cancelled this resolution and returned the case materials to Minsk
Inter-District Prosecutor’s Office for additional checkup. During the checkup
the investigator Dzmitry Kirylchyk again came to the conclusion that Mr Hrod-
nikau ‘could have sustained bodily harm through his own reckless behavior’.

On 15 December the administration of Ivatsevichy penal colony refused to
release Valery Levaneuski for taking part in his father’s funeral. The official
reason was that Levaneuski repeatedly violated the prison discipline. The de-
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cision was upheld by the prosecutor of Ivatsevichy district. Levaneuski was
only allowed to phone home and express his sympathy for relatives.

On 20 December the investigation confronted Anzhalika Borys, the chair
of the Union of Poles in Belarus that is not recognized by the authorities, and
Andzhei Pisalnik, chief editor of Gios znad Niemna ‘in emigration’, were con-
fronted to the director of the Polish House in Shchuchyn Viktar Bohdan. Andzhei
Pisalnik and three of his colleagues from the Union of Poles in Belarus were
suspected in intimidation of Viktar Bohdan. Anzhalika Borys didn’t conduct the
revision at the Polish House in Shchuchyn and didn'’t take part in the talk with
Viktar Bohdan, after which he stated the UCP activists intimidated him. How-
ever, during the confrontation Mr Bohdan stated Anzhalika Borys also threat-
ened to him in telephone talks. It was the third confrontation with Bohdan for
Andzhei Pisalnik and gave the following commentary concerning Bohdan’s
statements: “To my mind, Bohdan tries to make Anzhalika Borys a suspect and
he could receive an order for that. Taking into consideration that there is no
evidence of our guilt they are trying to present it all as an act of intimidation that
was organized by Anzhalika Borys, but it’s all lies,” commented Mr Pisalnik.

On 21 December the former deputy of the Chamber of Representatives
Siarhei Skrabets decided to establish the initiative group on collection of sig-
natures for his registration as candidate to the presidential election. The initia-
tive group was established despite the fact that Mr Skrabets was under inves-
tigation, because the electoral legislation denied the right to be elected only for
the persons who were found guilty of violation of the Criminal Code.

On 21 December the Orthodox priest Sergey visited Mikalai Autukhovich
at the prison hospital. He said Autukhovich looked weak. An RFE/RL corre-
spondent visited the hospital and asked a doctor about Autukhovich’s health.
The doctor said it was prohibited to him to give interviews, but the entrepre-
neur was in satisfactory state. ‘I've seen several hunger-strikers and can say
that, including 60 days of hunger-strike, the state of his health was not that
bad,” the doctor said. According to him Autukhovich continued to refuse from
food, but drank tea, kissel and take glucose. Autukhovich’s father didn’t be-
lieve this information. According to him, several days before this his acquaint-
ances had a meeting with the doctor and said the doctor informed them Au-
tukhovich could die in about ten days in the case he continued hunger-strike.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

At 11.30 p.m. on 23 December outside the Homel department store a
young opposition activist Pavel Madshara was detained. Police officers dragged
him out of the car, put him down on the ground and searched him to allegedly
find drugs. Pavel Madshara was taken to Homel Tsentralny Borough Board of

M Internal Affairs where they initiated a criminal case for storage of drugs. After
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the night in the police station, the activist was taken home, where they searched
the apartment, the search warrant, however, had been executed with a viola-
tion: it did not have a stamp on it. Apart from a white-red-white flag, party
brochures and other kinds of documents and papers, the police did not find
anything else — these were the ‘evidence’ confiscated by them.

On 27 December Vaukavysk entrepreneur Mikalai Autukhovich was re-
leased from jail. The chair of the department of punishment execution Uladz-
imir Kouchur explained that the prosecutor’s office changed the restraint to
home arrest. Mikalai Autukhovich was driven out of Minsk prison hospital by a
police bus and taken to Vaukavysk district hospital, because he needed med-
ical treatment after 74 days of hunger-strike. Mr Autukhovich asked for medi-
cal examination and asked a doctor who specialized on diets to advise how to
get out of the hunger-strike. The police also allowed to Mikalai Autukhovich a
short talk with friends and relatives. His daughter Katsiaryna was allowed to
stay with him.

In the evening of 27 December the police detained Anton Filimonau, son
of the murdered journalist Veranika Charkasava, and two friends of his at the
trolley bus stop in Bialinski St. in Minsk. One of Filimonau’s friends bought
cigarettes and coffee at a kiosk for the forged banknote. He said he received it
from Filimonau. The guys told the police they had a bat — in order to find who of
them had better computer they had printed copies of banknotes. The investi-
gators of Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Board of Internal Affairs suspected Fili-
monau in production of forged money and put him to an investigative isolator.
Anton’s grandparents were anxious about his health and stated the investiga-
tion kept him there with the aim of psychological pressurization.

On 29 December the national prosecutor’s office prolonged for a month
the investigation of the criminal case concerning intimidation of Viktar Bohdan,
director of the Polish House in Shchuchyn. The suspects on the case were the
activists of the officially unrecognized Union of Poland in Belarus Veslau Keuliak,
Andrei Pachobut, Andzhei Pisalnik and luzaf Pazhetski. According to Andrei
Pachobut, the authorities didn’t plan to try them because of the upcoming pres-
idential election and rather tried to keep them on hook.

On 29 December Minsk Tsentralny Borough Prosecutor’s Office brought a
criminal case against the activists of the youth movement Zubr Aliaksandr
Kazakou and Dzmitry Zubr for alleged resistance to the police during deten-
tion (article #363 of the Criminal Code). The guys were detained at night of 28-
29 December for making political graffiti on the building of Minsk Tsentralny
Borough Court. The police composed a report for hooliganism and took the
detainees to court. The law provides criminal punishment for graffiti. That's
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why the judge refused to try the guys. The prosecutor of Minsk Tsentralny BPO
said: ‘The organ that is responsible for the investigation also chooses the re-
straint. In this case it will be one of my investigators. In the case he needs my
sanction it will be also for me to decide. At present they are suspects. Within
the limits of the investigation there will be also given legal evaluation to the
graffiti. However, now their attitude to the police is more important.’

On 30 December Aliaksandr Khadatovich, the prosecutor of Minsk Tsen-
tralny Borough Prosecutor’s Office, ruled to release the students Aliaksandr
Kazakou and Dzmitry Zubr, who were detained for political graffiti and suspect-
ed in resistance to the police during the detention. After the release Aliaksandr
Kazakou said they hadn’t resisted to the police and were accused of it be-
cause the authorities didn’t want to prosecute them for graffiti.

On 30 December Mikalai Autukhovich got from Vaukavysk hospital to his
home to be kept there under home arrest till the trial. That's why his contacts
were limited. It was prohibited to him to leave the house and talk over the
phone.

On 30 December the term of the preliminary detention for Anton Filimonau
finished and the prosecutor issued a sanction for his arrest. Uladzimir Mialesh-
ka, Anton’s grandfather, said: ‘| don’t try to justify Anton. What he has done is
quite silly, but | am sure self-enrichment wasn’t his aim and the guys didn’t
inflict any considerable harm to the country’s economy. In this case it is quite
cruel to put him behind bars on the New Year eve. | think he was taken to the
investigative isolator with the aim of psychological pressurization. How can |
think otherwise in the case they propose to him to take the blame for the mur-
der of his mother, Veranika Charkasava?’

5. Liberty of word and the right to receive
true information. Persecution of independent
mass media and journalists

On 4 January the judge of Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court Valery lesman
ruled to exact 30 million rubles from the editorial board of Pressbol newspaper
and 10 million rubles from the chief editor Uladzimir Berazhkou to compensate
the harm done to the vice-minister of finances of the Republic of Belarus, the
head of the Belarusian Association of Gymnastics Mikalai Korbut. The reason
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for the minister’s suit was the publication The man who is wanted by Interpol
for participation in a gang is vice-Minister of finances (#128, 28 October 2004).
On the eve of the court hearings the defendants agreed to publicly apologize
to M.Korbut in any form he would tell them to. However, Mr Korbut didn’t ac-
cept any apologies and left his demands in force. U.Berazhkou was indignant
at the court decision. He is sure that in the case the judge had satisfied the
petition of the defendants to send inquiries to the Ministry of Internal Affairs,
Interpol and Belarusian Association of Gymnastics, the published information
would have proved to be true.

In the evening of 5 January in Homel the police detained the activist of
the United Civil Party A.Tsurbakou for handing out the newspaper Vremya. Mr
Tsurbakou was taken to a police station, where the police composed a deten-
tion report, confiscated eight copies of the edition and took his fingerprints. In
1,5 hours Tsurbakou was let go.

On 5 January the Ministry of Information issued a warning to the editorial
board of the independent newspaper Pressbol. It was the second warning for
the year. According to article #5 of the law On press, such situation could result
in liquidation of the newspaper by the court. The reason for the warning of 5
January was the article Questions of vital importance. Open letter to Aleksandr
Lukashenko (#153 (1753), 21 December 2004). The ministry considered this
article as publication of the materials of a court case in progress without writ-
ten permission of the judge (for instance, the article included the suit of the
minister of finances of the Republic of Belarus, the head of the Belarusian
Association of Gymnastics Mikola Korbut).

On 10 January A.Tsurbakou, the activist of the United Civil Party who was
detained on 5 January for handing out newspapers, was summonsed to the
police. They asked him to bring a copy of the newspaper’s registration certifi-
cate and a copy of the agreement for distribution. When he did it, they returned
to him the confiscated copies of the newspaper.

On 11 January Andrei Shantarovich, chief editor of the newspaper Mest-
naya gazeta newspaper, and the businessman Mikola Autukhovich received
summons to Vaukavysk District Board of Internal Affairs in the capacity of the
accused. Later they found the reason for the summons was the commentary
to M.Autukhovich gave to Mestnaya gazeta concerning the events related to
the struggle between his firm and the local tax inspection. Having given expla-
nations, Shantarovich and Autukhovich were let go without any charges brought
against them. ‘The check-up was conducted on the demand of the chair of
Vaukavysk district tax inspection, who considered Autukhovich’s words as state-
ment about disobedience to the lawless authorities. However, when were gave
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explanations, we were let go. The police said they wouldn’t bring any case
because of absence of corpus delicti,” commented Andrei Shantarovich.

On 11 January the Ministry of Information issued official warnings to three
FM radio stations — Hit-FM, Unistar and Novaie Radio for non-broadcasting s
of Belarusian music, as it was demanded by the ministry. The information min-
ister Uladzimir Rusakevich stated that in the case the radio stations didn’t
execute the demand they would be closed and that the Ministry of Information
and the Ministry of Culture were elaboration a definition for the notion ‘Belaru-
sian performer’.

On 12 January the members of Belarusian People’s Front Kanstantsin
Horny and Uladzislau Tokarau were summonsed to Minsk Kastrychnitski bor-
ough administrative commission (on 28 December 2004 they were detained
for handing out calendars of Radio Liberty). They spent about an hour in the
corridor, waiting to be invited to the office of the commission head. In the talk
to K.Horny the head of the commission Mikhail Dziadzinkin said that he wouldn’t
consider the case at that time, but would postpone it and call a police brigade,
as, to his mind, the case was of criminal nature. As a result, the case consider-
ation was postponed to 26 January. What concerns Uladzislau Tokarau, the
police made mistakes in the documents that were submitted to the commis-
sion. This case was to be considered by Minsk Pershamaiski borough admin-
istrative commission.

On 12 January the non-state newspaper Narodnaia volia, referring to the
chair of the press-service of the National TV and Radio Company (NTVRC)
Sviatlana Klaskouskaia, informed the readers that Euronews was excluded
from the morning schedule of the TV programs of the Belarusian TV channel
Lad. The alleged reason was that the agreement for broadcasting this news
was concluded in 2004 and NTVRC had to refuse from showing the news,
being unable to pay for it. However, there can be another reason: in December
2004 Euronews showed news concerning the situation of non-state mass media
in Belarus and the ceremony of giving Sakharov prize to Zhana Litvina, chair
of Belarusian Association of Journalists, who also sharply criticized the policy
of Belarusian authorities towards independent press.
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On 17 January in Vitsebsk the police detained the vice-chair of the United
Civil Party Alena Zaleskaia for handing out the newspaper Vremya and took
her to Vitsebsk Kastrychnitski Borough Board of Internal Affairs. There the
police composed a violation report and confiscated several copies of the news-
paper. The detainee didn’t manage to convince them that the newspaper was
issued officially and she didn’t violate anything. The policemen said they would

ﬂﬂ pass the documents to court which would define whether she was guilty.
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In the evening of 18 January Homel Tsentralny Borough Court ruled to
make oral admonition to the correspondent of Narodnaia volia in Homel region
Iryna Makavetskaia for violation of article #166 of the Code of Administrative
Violations — disrespect to court. The journalist thinks that the punishment is
relatively mild because the authorities don’'t want a scandal around the events
where the law machinery demonstrated its dark side.

On 19 January the Unitarian enterprise Pressbol Plius, founder of Press-
bol newspaper, appealed to the Supreme Economic Court the warning that
was issued by the Ministry of Information on 5 January for alleged violation of
article #5 of the law On press and other mass media — publication of the court
materials before the end of the trial without written permission of the responsi-
ble official. The Ministry of Information qualified as such violation the publica-
tion of the suit of the vice-minister of finances and the head of Belarusian
Association of Gymnastics Mikalai Korbut to the newspaper, dated 21 Decem-
ber 2004. At the time of the publication Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court con-
sidered the suit of M.Korbut to the editorial board of Pressbol, its chief editor
U.Berazhkou and journalist S.Viarsotski.

On 20 January it became known the audience of Radio Rocks FM station
negatively reacted to the change of its preferences. Many of the listeners couldn’t
understand the radio had to turn to Russian pops from foreign music due to the
state order that 75% of music must be of Belarusian nature. As a result, the
radio station started to broadcast mostly Russian pops, or Belarusian pops,
sang predominately in Russian as well.

On 21 January the ideology department of Hrodna Regional Executive
Committee sent letters to state enterprises and institutions of the city with the
‘recommendation’ not to put their advertisement in non-state newspapers. To-
gether with the ‘recommendation’ Hrodna enterprises received the list of the
state institutions that put their ads in non-state newspapers. Among them there
were Hrodna State University, the milk factory and the meat combine. The
head of the ideology board Uladzimir Amelka stated the document was meant
to support the state press and was of advisory nature.

In the evening of 24 January the TV channel Euronews disappeared
from the cable and ether non-state TV nets. It was replaced with Belarusian
Stalichnaie Telebachanne (Capital TV). Euronews was the only of the twelve
channels, proposed to Mahiliou citizens by Dion-TV-service Ltd that broad-
casted daily information from different spheres, including political, without
ideological comments. The head of Dion Aliaksandr Astapau referred to the
state check-up during which the authorities demanded from the firm to exe-
cute the demands of the Ministry of Information concerning the obligatory TV
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channels. The list includes Stalichnaie Telebachanne, but doesn’t contain
Euronews.

On 25 January Minsk Leninski Borough Prosecutor’s Office passed to court
the criminal case against the journalist of Belorusskaya gazeta Kiryl Zhyvalov-
ich. He is accused in fight with a guard of Main Post Office in Minsk. The
investigator lury Varanko familiarized the journalist with the final accusation
under part 2 of article #363 of the Criminal Code (resistance to policeman or
other person that guards public order with usage of physical force). According
to the accusation, on 10 December 2004 Kiryl Zhyvalovich came to the Main
Post Office in the state of alcoholic intoxication. The guard lury Nazarchuk
complained that the journalist hit him in the face and smashed his nose and
lips. He was confessed the victim on the case. Kiryl Zhyvalovich disproved the
charges: ‘The accusation has false information that | was drunk and beat the
guard, which wasn’t confirmed by medical expertise. | asked Minsk Leninski
Borough Prosecutor’s Office to stop the criminal case against me because of
absence of corpus delicti. lury Nazarchuk gave comments to BelaPAN agen-
cy, which is pressure on the investigation and distribution of false information.
I'll wait till trial and then will file suit for protection of my honor and dignity. If the
court found Kiryl Zhyvalovich guilty, he could be punished with up to five years
of personal restraint or jail.

On 25 January the chair of Smarhon District Executive Committee Mechy-
slau Hoi didn’t agree to place in the town Novaya gazeta Smorgoni. Let us
remind that on 3 January Ramuald Ulan, the founder of the newspaper, direct-
ed to the DEC a complaint against the refusal to lend an office the newspaper.
This time he received the second refusal. The first was issued by the DEC
chair S.lurhel and Ulan complained against it to Hrodna Regional Economic
Court, that issued a private admonition to Smarhon DEC, pointing at mistakes
in the documentation.
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On 26 January the state-owned trading enterprise Mahilioukniha returned
the non-sold copies of the magazine Arche to the public distributor Aliaksandr
Asiptsou who was a mediator between the enterprise and the editorial board of
the magazine. At the same time, the administration of Mahilioukniha stated
broke the agreement with the editorial board of Arche and wouldn’t sell the
magazine at newsstands and bookstores, explaining it with the weak demand
for it, proving it with a number of old copies of the magazine that weren’t bought.
Ales Asiptsou, however, thinks that the agreement was broken because the
magazine devoted one of its latest numbers to the tenth anniversary of Lu-
kashenka’s rule. Last autumn a number of Minsk bookstores refused to sell
the magazine and demanded from the editorial board to take away all num-

ﬂﬂ bers, including the older ones.
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On 26 January district administrative commissions of Vitsebsk issued
warnings to the members of the BPF Party Uladzislau Tokarau and Kanstantsin
Horny, who were detained on 28 December 2004 for handing out calendars of
Radio Liberty.

On 28 January the Belarusian Consulate in Biaiystok refused to issue visa
to the chief editor of the weekly of Belarusians in Poland Niva and the head of
the Belarusian Union in Poland Eugeniusz Wappa without any explanations.
Mr Wappa gave the following comments concerning this action: ‘I consider it
as the confession of the role which Niva plays in the life of Belarusians. We try
to touch different aspects of life, including Belarus. We write about it in our
articles... | think this is the reason for the refusal. It'd be also a good thing to
ask the Consul about it, but Geneva Convention frees consulates from an-
swering to such questions.’

On 28 January at the college of the Ministry of Information the minister
Uladzimir Rusakevich said that in 2004 the ministry suspended 25 mass me-
dia and issued 160 warnings to 81 periodicals. He also stated the ministry
would use suspension of editions more often because it proved to be the most
effective means to fight with law violations. ‘Soon mass media may have to
master in practice new legislatives norms and rulings’, he said. ‘Implementing
the state policy in the field of electronic mass media, the ministry gives priority
to the directions that are defined as the most important ones by the country’s
authorities. Among them there are the increase of the role of Belarusian TV
and radio broadcasting, cutting down broadcasting of foreign programs, in-
crease of the part of Belarusian music on the radio up to 75%, establishment
of civilized and relations with our Russian partners with the aim to expand the
Belarusian informational space. That's why the department of electronic mass
media was created.’

On 28 January Siarhei Niarouny, editor of the non-state newspaper Volny
horad and chair of Krychau district organization of the United Civil Party, was
summonsed to the inter-district KGB office. The KGB agents asked Niarouny
about several articles that were published in the newspaper. For instance, they
were interested in the publications concerning the conflict in the district veter-
an organization, which the authorities wanted to hush up on the eve of the 60™
anniversary of the victory over fascism. The main topic of the discussion was
the connection of Krychau democrats with the opposition activist Andrei Kili-
mau and preparation to the action of 25 March. Siarhei Niarouny considered
this summons as the beginning of pressurization of the democratic activists in
the region.

On 31 January all workers of the state newspaper Leninski klich issued in
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Krychau district, were deprived of bonus for December 2004. It was the pun-
ishment for their failure to increase the circulation of the newspaper to 4 000
copies, which was ordered by Ivan Prakopau, chair of Krychau District Execu-
tive Committee. The matter was that Leninski klich got into the regional list of
the state newspapers (there were five newspapers in the list) that were or-
dered to become self-supporting in spring 2005. Their editorial offices were
warned that less budget means would be spent on them and they would have
to earn money on their own. In particular, every worker of Leninski klich was
ordered to subscribe at least 100 persons to it.

On 2 February Vitsebsk Kastrychnitski borough administrative commis-
sion was to have considered the case concerning the detention of Alena Zal-
eskaia, chair of Vitsebsk regional organization of the United Civil Party. The
matter is that on 17 January Ms Zaleskaia left several copies of Vremya news-
paper in the building of Vitsebsk Kastrychnitski borough department of Akhova
(guard) association. It was registered by the video-camera that was installed
there. Akhova workers called to the police and informed them about it. As a
result, Alena Zaleskaia was detained. She said to the police the newspaper
was registered, but the administrative case against her was passed to the
administrative commission. Halina lvankovich, vice-chair of the commission,
refused to express her opinion about Zaleskaia’s action and prohibited to the
present journalists to record anything with their Dictaphones. Then she said
she couldn’t finish the sitting because she didn’t know how she must treat
Vremya newspaper and correlate its distribution with the Administrative Code
and therefore had to consult the Ministry of Information. Alena Zaleskaia was
ordered to come to the next sitting in two weeks.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 3 February the correspondent of Baranavichy newspaper Intex-press
Aliaksandr Charnenka wasn'’t allowed to attend the reception of citizens by the
first vice-minister of internal affairs Aliaksandr Shchurko. The vice-minister
accepted visitors at Baranavichy City Board of Internal Affairs. The correspond-
ent received the agreement of the CBIA press-secretary Natallia Sidzelnik in
advance. However, when he came to the CBIA on 3 February, he wasn’t admit-
ted to the office and it was prohibited to him even to speak to the visitors who
were standing in the corridor.

On 4 February the editorial board of the non-state newspaper Birzha
informacii received the letter where it was said that Skidzel branch of Hro-
dna regional consumer society couldn’t prolong the agreement for its distri-
bution ‘due to lack of salespeople’. The director of Skidzel branch Halina
Kavalchuk said she had no pretensions to the newspaper and the agree-
ment wasn’t prolonged because the consumer society didn’t want to coop-

92 erate with it any more.
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On 4 February the journalist of the non-state newspaper Pahonia Andrei
Pachobut was summonsed for interrogation to Hrodna Leninski Borough Board
of Internal Affairs because of his articles concerning the conflict in the Union of
Poles in Belarus. In the morning he testified to the investigator Siarhei Savush-
kin who investigated the arson of Tadevush Kruchkouski’s car. In particular,
the investigator asked Pachobut about his personal relations with Kruchkouski
and said the latter accused Pachobut of threats. ‘It is complete nonsense. |
think that’s the way Kruchkouski tries to revenge me for my publications about
the sexual scandal in the university which he was the main figurant of,” said
Andrei Pachobut. Tadevush Kruchkouski categorically refused to comment on
the situation. The matter is a five-year student of Hrodna State University ap-
plied to the rector Siarhei Maskevich, stating Tadevush Kruchkouski forced her
to co-habitation, abusing his official powers.

On 8 February members of Hrodna branch of Belarusian Association of
Journalists passed to Hrodna Regional Executive Committee the list of the
journalists who needed to be invited for official press conferences and peti-
tions with the request to issue to representatives of non-state mass media let-
passes to the measures that would take place at the executive committee. The
constant ignorance of representatives of non-state press by workers of the
department of ideological work of Hrodna Regional Executive Committee was
the main reason for the meeting of journalists with the head of this department
Uladzimir Amelka. The journalists expressed their indignation with the fact that
during the previous year no representatives of independent mass media were
invited to the press-conferences that were organized by the ideological de-
partment. U.Amelka called this fact a ‘blunder’ and ordered his subordinates
to correct this situation. The question of access of non-state media correspond-
ents to Hrodna Regional Executive Committee was also raised. The executive
committee introduced electronic let-pass cards for its workers, as a result of
which it became quite difficult for independent journalists to get there. Accord-
ing to U.Amelka, the department made such let-passes only for correspond-
ents of the state newspapers Hrodzenskaia prauda, Viacherni Hrodna and the
state TV and radio company Hrodna. The meeting participants proposed to
give such let-passes to those workers of independent mass media who need
free access to the executive committee for execution of their professional duty.
Uladzimir Amelka promised the people present to do what he could.

On 8 February in Mahiliou there took place the extended college assembly
of the ideology council of Mahiliou Regional Executive Committee. Anatol Hlaz,
vice-chair of the REC, said he was dissatisfied with the work of the local state
mass media. In his criticism he referred to the results of the last subscription
campaign. For instance, he mentioned the newspaper Babruiskaie zhyttsio
that lost 100 subscribers in the first quarter and said it yielded to two non-state
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newspapers in the depth and topicality of the content. Hlaz also accused the
district journalists in laziness and non-creative approach to their work and de-
manded to increase the activity and discipline.

On 9 February Shklou passport and visa service refused to issue the per-
mission for temporary stat abroad to Aliaksandr Shcharbak, editor of the non-
state newspaper Shklouskiia naviny. The matter is that in 1996 he was the
executive director of Sidler and Co. firm. He was fired from there short before
its liquidation. The tax inspection informed Mr Shcharbak Sidler and Co owed
8 000 Belarusian rubles (3,5 US dollars) to the state. Under this pretext he
wasn’t let abroad.

On 10 February the state bookstores refused to accept for sale the inde-
pendent magazine Dzeiaslou. The chief editor of the magazine Barys Piatrov-
ich thusly commented on the decision of Belkniha state-owned company to
break the agreement with the magazine: ‘The formal reason is that the maga-
zine prints materials with four-letter words and the sixth number is mentioned
in connection with it. One can look it through and see that the word taken for
‘foul language’ is only one letter and three dots. It is quite strange to hear such
things from the administration of Belkniha when the bookstores sell books of
such Russian authors as Sorokin, Viktor Yerofeyev, Venedikt Yerofeyev and
Pelevin where all four-letter words are printed in full, without any dots.” Mr
Piatrovich is convinced in the political motivation for this step: ‘We think that
the real reasons for throwing our magazine out of bookstores are political ones,
first of all because we published works of Vasil Bykau'.

Since 11 February Pressbol newspaper had to start compensating the
moral harm to the minister of finances Mikola Korbut, who also headed the
Belarusian association of gymnastics. The newspaper and the newspaper were
sentenced to pay to him 40 million rubles, or almost 20 000 US dollars. The
newspaper complained against such verdict of Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court
to Minsk City Court, the college board of which left it in force. Uladzimir Be-
razhkou, chief editor of the newspaper, expressed his concern with the future
of the editorial board and the newspaper. He said the newspaper could even
cease to exist. At first Mikola Korbut said he would spend the received money
on support to the collective farm that was under the ministry patronage. Then
he stated he needed the money for medical treatment.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 11 February during the briefing on the results of his visit to Belarus the

OSCE representative on freedom of mass media Miklos Haraszti said: ‘For the

14 years of independence of Belarus the interference of the state with the
activity of mass media continues to increase.” According, to M.Haraszti, Bela-

94 rus has serious problems with press, which could be solved with the assist-
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ance of the OSCE. Among such problems he mentioned the deficient, ‘limiting’
law on mass media. At present Belarus is the only of the 55 OSCE countries
where a person can be imprisoned for insult of the head of the state, pointed
M.Haraszti. He also thinks that it is inadmissible for the state officials to sus-
pend the activity of mass media. To his mind, this right belongs only to the
court. He also criticized the absence of public TV in Belarus. At the same time,
the information minister stated that it was impossible to start non-state TV.

On 14 February Krychau district prosecutor’s office warned Uladzimir
Kudrautsau, the founder and editor of the unregistered non-state newspaper
Volny horad. Kudrautsau and the editorial office considered it as pressuriza-
tion from the side of the authorities. Volny horad is a non-state newspaper that
is quite popular in the town of Krychau. It has been published for more than
five years. 299 copies are printed in Smolensk to be gratuitously distributed
throughout Krychau district. Mr Kudrautsau said: ‘The authorities pressurize
the newspaper. The documents which we have received from the executive
committee contain grievances against our newspaper. The officials believe
that the articles contain libel, insult of the authorities, our ‘fatherly’ president
and, allegedly, a call to a revolution around Klimau.” The editorial office be-
lieves that the prosecutor’s office grievances are ungrounded. According to
Uladzimir Kudrautsau, the newspaper attacks the authorities with a view to
making them work better, and also informs the readers of various democratic
projects and actions. All juridical bodies and private individuals who sold peri-
odicals were ordered to present to district and city executive committees de-
tailed information about all newspapers they sold by 15 February. This order
didn’t concern the state companies Belsaiuzdruk and Belposhta. For instance,
it is mentioned in the decision of Minsk Regional Executive Committee, dated
13 December 2004. According to this document, the entrepreneurs (organiza-
tions) that retail periodicals, had to present to the ideological department of
the regional executive committee not only detailed information about them-
selves, but also the special ‘attachment to the line of the sold newspapers’ with
such information as the name and the topic of the edition, the state where it
was registered, the date of registration and the number of the registration cer-
tificate and the body that issued it, the date and the number of the distribution
agreement, and for foreign editions (except for Russian ones) — also the date
and the number of the permission, issued by the Ministry of Information for
distribution on the territory of Belarus. It's worth mentioning that the executive
committees of some other cities and towns of Belarus issued the same orders
at about the same time. For instance, Hlybokaie Town Executive Committee
issued such order on 28 December. The lawyers of Belarusian Association of
Journalists said that as a result the number of distributors of non-state press
could rapidly decrease. Besides, some entrepreneurs and organizations were
afraid that they could be obliged to subscribe to such official newspapers as
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Sovetskaya Belorussiya as it happened to state institutions during the last
subscription company.

On 16 February there took place the council that was dedicated to the
work of the national TV channels and the perspectives of the TV development
in Belarus. Aliaksandr Lukashenka stated that it was ‘important not only to
pass news to people, but also to explain what stands behind it'. According to
Lukashenka, this becomes especially important because of the ‘massive lies’
concerning Belarus. A.Lukashenka stated the East and the West increased
the informational pressure on Belarus and this pressure would grow in con-
nection with the upcoming political events and, in particular, the political event
of 2006. He emphasized that in the worst traditions of the cold war for Belarus
there were opened new programs of the Voice of America and Radio Liberty.
According to Lukashenka, anti-Belarusian TV channels of the neighbor coun-
tries often demonstrated almost the same level of prejudice and aggression.
He said: ‘The informational war that is led in Belarus is a direct violation of the
international legislation. It is necessary to directly and honestly show for whose
money some people live and whose interests they defend.” Lukashenka also
pointed the Belarusian TV channels were behind other ones in timeliness and
the quality of presentation of the information. To his mind, they must influence
the public thought and form it, not only tell people about the events: ‘It is nec-
essary to repulse insinuations instead of self-justification’, he said. According
to Lukashenka, TV had to make a breakthrough in its quality and the establish-
ment of the satellite TV and the international TV-channel Belarus-TV could be
the starting point. Lukashenka stated he didn’t interfere with the activities of
the mass media, but attentively watched the development of the national mass-
media and wished the mass media of our country (first of all, the electronic
ones, that have the greatest influence on people’s opinion) to be as good as
the mass media of the neighbor countries and the whole world.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 17 February the Belarusian Association of Journalists directed an in-
quiry to the minister of trade Aliaksandr Kulichkou concerning the new rules
that were established by executive committees for the trade of periodicals.
According to ruling of the Soviet of Ministers #384 of 7 April 2004 (that adopted
the new rules for the retail of certain kinds of goods) the local executive organs
were to define the list of the goods that every trade center had to have (the
minimal range of goods) and also agree on the supplements to that range, with
detailed information about each edition. BAJ asked the minister to answer
whether the entrepreneurs and organizations had to get the approval of the
executive committees for the whole range of their goods or the minimal range
and whether the executive committees were guided by this novelty when de-
manding from press retailers detailed information about the editions that were

ﬂﬁ considered as supplements to the minimal range of goods.
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On 21 February lvatsevichy district consumer society refused to conclude
the sale agreement with the non-state newspaper Gazeta dlya vas, stating it
was undesirable to sell the newspaper that could rival the official district news-
paper lvatsevitski vesnik. The chief editor of Gazeta dlya vas L.Tsaluika found
out it was Leanid Skindzer, vice-chair of Ivatsevichy District Executive Com-
mittee on ideological work, who prohibited concluding the agreement. He said
that the city and the district shops were to sell only the state newspapers that
reflected the official point of view. The distribution net of the consumer society
also refused to distribute the newspaper in the towns of Biaroza, Pryzhany and
Drahichyn, where it was sold as a district edition.

On 24 February there ended the suspension term of the Hrodna-based
non-state newspaper Birzha informacii. However, the edition couldn’t resume
its issue because of the refusal of Hrodna regional printing house to continue
cooperation. According to the chief editor of the newspaper Alena Raubet-
skaia, the administration of the printing house referred to the absence of the
director that would be soon appointed by Hrodna Regional Executive Commit-
tee. A.Raubetskaia said the executive committee could give the oral order not
to conclude the agreement for printing with the newspaper. The newspaper
was suspended for the article Treason in People’s Name (#39 for 9 September
2004). The Ministry of Information decided the article contained ‘false informa-
tion that didn’t reflect the legal grounds of the appointed... referendum and
insulted the honor and dignity of the President of the Republic of Belarus’. A.
Raubetskaia was also fined for this article on 30 September 2004 under part
10 of article #172-1 of the Code of Administrative Violations.

On 26 February Homel Regional Executive Committee held a sitting. One
of the issues on its agenda was the implementation of presidential directive #1
concerning order and discipline in the capital construction. Before its discus-
sion the press-secretary of Homel REC lauhen Pabalavets came to the corre-
spondent of Radio Liberty Kazimir lanouski and stated the discussion would
take place in absence of the press. The journalist asked him whether he knew
it was a violation of the law On press and other mass media and Pabalavets
said he knew. The journalist had to leave the sitting hall, together with the
Interfax agency correspondent Alena Alshanskaia and the journalist of Sovet-
skaya Belorussiya state newspaper Andrei Novikau.

On 28 February Pinsk regional printing house refused to print the non-
state newspaper Miastsovy chas. The editorial board of the newspaper was
situated in Pinsk, but the newspaper had to print in Baranavichy, 160 kilom-
eters from Pinsk, which caused additional transport expenditures. The prohibi-
tion to print the newspaper was issued by the former chair of Pinsk City Exec-
utive Committee V.Shust. After his retirement the chief editor of the newspaper
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Viktar larashuk received the agreement of the director of Pinsk regional print-
ing house to print the newspaper. However, after his visit to the Ministry of
Information the director refused from his promise.

On 2 March Aliaksandr Karachun, chair of the department of electronic
mass media of the Ministry of Information, stated the ministry strictly controlled
the execution of the order that obliged FM radio-stations to provide 75% of
Belarusian music. According to him, the ministry concluded an agreement with
the center of sociological and political research of the Belarusian State Univer-
sity for monitoring of the radio broadcasts. The results of the monitoring showed
that Alfa Radio, Radio Rox and Pilot-FM didn’t execute the order. That’'s why
six FM radio-stations received warnings.

On 3 March the unitary enterprise Pressbol Plius, the founder of the lead-
ing Belarusian sports newspaper Pressbol, paid 30 million rubles on the suit of
the minister of finances, chair of the Belarusian association of gymnastics Mikola
Korbut. According to the chief editor of the newspaper U.Berazhkou, it was the
money the newspaper received from subscription. U.Berazhkou was also sen-
tenced to pay 10 million rubles to Korbut and said this money would be proba-
bly exact from his wage.

On 3 March Uladzimir Viarbovikau, founder and editor of Volny chas news-
paper was summonsed to Homel Savetski borough tax inspection. The tax
inspector Aleh Miranovich informed him that he, being an individual entrepre-
neur who issued a newspaper, was fined 0,5 million rubles (about 230 US
dollars) for non-payment of the value added tax in 2003. The entrepreneur
tried to prove the newspaper wasn't issued for 1,5 years because of absence
of finances, but the tax inspector pointed he could fine him 1,5 million rubles.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 4 March the journalist Andrei Pachobut, who was detained during the
protest action of entrepreneurs in Hrodna, was found guilty of violation of arti-
cle #167.1 of the Code of Administrative Violations (violation of the order of
organization and holding of mass actions) and sentenced to 10 days of jail by
Hrodna Leninski Borough Court.

On 4 March at the web-site of the Ministry of Information it was stated that
there was established a new department that would watch the work of elec-
tronic mass media — TV channel and radio-stations of all forms of property.
The vice-minister Siarhei Bulatski was appointed the curator of the depart-
ment.

On 5 March the Belarusian printing houses refused to print the Hrodna-
Ilﬂ based independent newspaper Birzha informacii. It happened after the end of
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the three-month term, for which the newspaper was suspended by the Ministry
of Information. According to the chief editor Alena Raubetskaia, an official from
Minsk said the newspaper got into a black book and state printing houses
became inadmissible to it. At the same time, the newspaper couldn’t be print-
ed abroad for financial reasons. ‘Besides, in this case issue of the newspaper
would turn from a normal business into a political action’, said Alena Raubet-
skaia. That's why the editorial office decided to suspend the issue of the news-
paper and create the internet version of it.

On 9 March the Council of Belarusian Association of Journalists issued a
note of protest against the imprisonment of the organization member Andrei
Pachobut, journalist of the web edition Pahonia. On 4 March Hrodna Leninski
Borough Court found him guilty in violation of article #167.1 of the Code of
Administrative Violations for his presence at the meeting of entrepreneurs that
took place on 3 March. The journalist only executed his professional duty dur-
ing the mass action.

On 11 March lulia Darashkevich, correspondent of Nasha niva newspaper
complained to Hrodna Regional Prosecutor’s Office and the head of Hrodna
Leninski Borough Board of Internal Affairs. She complained against the action
of the riot squad policemen, who detained her during the action of 10 March in
Hrodna. The journalist was making photos, when two policemen in helmets
and with truncheons in their hands seized her and led to the bus where the
arrested businessmen were kept. The journalist wore her badge and immedi-
ately informed the police about her professional state. As a result they lead her
to the opposite side of the square, away from the action, and threatened to
beat her if she approached the businessmen once again. In her complaint
lu.Darashkevich stated that the police interfered with her professional duties
and demanded their punishment.

On 11 March forum.grodno.by internet forum was closed in Hrodna. This
forum was situated at the web-site of Hrodna branch of the state monopolist on
electronic communications Beltelekam. This forum was very popular — more
than 2 000 individual users entered it everyday. The forum pages were de-
stroyed. The administration of Beltelekam proposed Aliaksei Rads, director of
Hrodna Forum department, to retire from work. Aliaksei Rads said the reason
for this ‘proposal’ was that critical opinions about the present regime appeared
at the forum entry that was devoted to the repeated election at Hrodna central
election circuit #52. The forum also had such parts as About Europe and the
Republic of Belarus, Our president. Who is he?, About propaganda as it is,
Iron curtain, etc.

On 11 March, at the sitting of Ivatsevichy District Executive Committee its
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chair Vital Dzmitranitsa openly ordered the head of the tax inspection to take
measures against the lvatsevichy-based non-state newspaper Gazeta dlya
vas. At the same sitting the committee vice-chair on ideology Leanid Skindzer
insisted on breaking the agreement with the editorial office of the newspaper
by the district social service combine. However, these orders weren’t execut-
ed, because on 13 March Vital Dzmitranitsa was detained on suspicion in re-
ceiving 5 000 US dollars as a bribe from a local entrepreneur.

On 11 March, the sale of the non-state newspaper Mestnaya gazeta was
stopped in Vaukavysk and its district on the order of Mikhail Savelieu, chair of
Vaukavysk Town Executive Committee. The chief editor of the newspaper
A.Shantarovich got the audience of the chair of Vaukavysk TEC, but didn’t
receive the answer Savelieu really gave such order. A representative of the
trade department of the executive committee was called to the office. She
explained the situation with independent decisions of the shops not to sell it.
Belsaiuzdruk kiosks and private retailers continued to sell the newspaper. On
11 and 12 March in Vaukavysk the police detained several retailers of the
newspaper despite the fact they had all the necessary documents.

On 14 March the chair of Belarusian Association of Journalists Zhana Litvina
and the member of its Council Mikhail Pastukhou directed open letter to the
information minister U.Rusakevich, expressing their concern with the situation
of the Hrodna-based newspaper Birzha informacii. The newspaper couldn’t
resume its issue after the three-month suspension, because all Belarusian
printing houses refused to cooperate with it. ‘Uladzimir Vasilievich, being the
information minister, you must care about the fate of each. Isn’t it a time to
proceed from rough measures to the practice of compassion and cooperation
with all Belarusian journalists and publishers without dividing them to friends
and enemies? It will bring good to thousands of Belarusian readers and the
society in general, including the state.’

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 14 March the international organization for protection of journalists’
rights Reporters Without Borders expressed its indignation with the fact that
Hrodna Leninski Borough Court sentenced the journalist of the web-site
pahonia.promedia.by Andrei Pachobut to 10 days of jail for alleged violation of
article #167.1 of the Code of Administrative Violations.

On 13 March the discussion of the draft law on the main directions of the
internal and foreign policy of Belarus continued. At the Soviet of the Republic
there took place the sitting of the scientific-consultative board at the regular
commission on international affairs. Journalists weren’t allowed to be present
at it. In the very beginning they had chance to listen to only one expert, vice-

""] chair of KGB Piatro Tratsiak. He said KGB considered it necessary to intro-
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duce certain amendments and specify a number of juridical norms. Then the
journalists were ordered to leave the building.

On 14 March in New-York the international organization Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists presented its yearly report Harassment of Mass Media in 2004.
There it was stated that the Belarusian authorities almost liquidated the inde-
pendent press and that the prosecutors’ offices, tax inspections and other state
organs ‘started a campaign on haunting and intimidation of journalists, opposi-
tion activists and members of human rights organizations that criticized Lu-
kashenka for his repressive policy’. On the other hand, it was pointed that state
mass media in Belarus functioned as instruments of the state propaganda.

On 16 March the activist of United Civil Party Alena Zaleskaia managed to
defend her right to distribute the independent press. The administrative com-
mission of Kastrychnitski borough of Vitsebsk thrice returned to the consider-
ation of her case (on 17 January the police detained Alena Zaleskaia for hand-
ing Vremya newspaper). This time they presented their final decision: distribu-
tion of legally printed newspapers and fly-sheets wasn’t a law violation.

On 16 March the editor of Mestnaya gazeta Andrei Shantarovich had an
audience with the chair of Vaukavysk Town Executive Committee Mikhail Save-
lieu. He asked why Savelieu ordered to prohibit the sale of the newspaper.
Savelieu referred to violation of the sanitary norms and said one couldn’t sell
newspapers that had led in their ink, next to foodstuffs. On 17 March Mr Shan-
tarovich also found the official also gave an oral order to the administration of
the district police not to give any information to the independent edition.

On 18 March the letter that was signed by R.Tarasevich, chair of the edu-
cation department of Hlybokae District Executive Committee, was sent to the
schools of Hlybokaie district. He asked them to organize individual subscrip-
tion of teachers to state periodicals by 20 March 2005. Among the mentioned
editions there were the newspapers of the national level Sovetskaya Belorus-
siya, Narodnaya gazeta, Respublika, Zviazda, Znamya yunosti and, the re-
gional ones, such as Vitsebski rabochy and Narodnoe slovo and the district
Veesnik Hlybocchyny. It was necessary to make each teacher subscribe to at
least three newspapers.

On 18 March Vitsebsk distribution net refused to accept for sale the num-
bers of Arche magazine they had ordered. According Viktar Stsiapanau, the
magazine distributor from Vitsebsk, not only fresh, but also old numbers of the
magazine were in high demand. Among the ordered numbers there was also
the famous #4, which was called ‘Lukashenka’s’. This was the number from
which the sale troubles at Minsk bookstores started. Vitsebsk good managers
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also refused to accept the magazine, referring to the overload of the region’s
bookstores.

On 20 March there took place the repeated election at Hrodna electoral
circuit #52. Three Polish journalists — Michai Kacevicz and Adam Tuchlinski
from Newsweek edition and Marcin Smiaiowski from Polsat TV channel were
detained at polling stations #38 and 39, both situated in secondary school #3.
The riot police detained them for the attempt to video the vote count. They
stated the journalists had invalid accreditation and erased the recording. Marcin
Smiaiowski said: ‘They took us into two cars and drove to a police station. At
first they threatened to search us and take away the cameras in order to find
out what we photographed. We answered we won'’t give them anything and
won'’t talk with them without the Polish consul.” When the Polish consul Jaku-
bik arrived, the journalists gave explanations to the police. The accreditation
proved to be real and valid. The detainees were let go after 11 p.m., three
hours after detention. Marcin Smiaiowski was also warned for having left his
passport at the hotel (article #185 of the Code of Administrative Violations
considers it as a violation of the rules for foreign citizens).

On 21 March Leanid Skindzer, vice-chair of lvatsevichy District Executive
Committee on ideological work, had a talk with Lidziia Tsaluika, chief editor of
the non-state newspaper Gazeta dlya vas. He said he didn’t want the edition to
write anything about lvatsevichy district, but rather about the neighboring dis-
tricts. According to him, the newspaper’s critical articles spoiled the authority
of the local administration and allegedly misinformed the local population con-
cerning the policy and the ideological work that were conducted in the district.
According to L.Skindzer, public opinion was to be formed solely by the state
newspaper that was subordinated to the DEC.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 22 March the property of the chief editor of Pressbol U.Berazhkou was
attached by the court marshals for exaction of 10 million rubles in favour of the
minister of finances Mikalai Korbut. Among the attached things there were the
electric kettle, hoover, washing machine, etc. Berazhkou'’s wife applied to the
court, asking to exclude from the list of the attached things half of the property,
stating her rights for half of the family property.

On 24 March the police detained Aliaksei lanukevich, vice-Chair of the
BPF Party, as he was handing out copies of the Day of Freedom bulletin among
the students of the Belarusian State Economic University. The bulletin is de-
voted to the declaration of independence of Belarus on 25 March 1918.

On 24 March KGB and the police searched the editorial office of Zgoda
1“2 newspaper. They sealed and took away the computers. The activity of the
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newspaper was paralyzed. Aliaksei Karol, the newspaper’s chief editor, called
this incident a part of the purposeful policy conducted on the eve of the presi-
dential election.

On 24 March the police detained Frantsysk Viachorka, the under-age stu-
dent of the Belarusian Humanities Lyceum, for handing out copies of the Day
of Freedom outside the shopping mall Impulse. The detained person was tak-
en to Minsk Savetski Borough Department of Internal Affairs.

On 24 March Siarhei Niarouny, chief editor of the non-state newspaper
Volny horad that was issued in Krychau, was summonsed to Krychau District
Prosecutor’s Office. The police officers showed to him a fly-sheet with his face
and the urge to support Andrei Klimau’s revolution and come to Minsk on 25
March. According to Niarouny, this flyer was received from Krychau District
Executive Committee. Volny horad published articles about Klimau and in-
formed readers about his ideas. Siarhei Niarouny stated it was the first time he
saw the flyer and he had no relation to it. He called it a provocation of the
authorities and urged the prosecutor’s office to discriminate in the situation.

On 24 March near Pushkinskaia tube station in Minsk the police detained
the BPF activist lury Karetnikau and three more persons for handing out the
bulleting Freedom Day, dedicated to the anniversary of the 87" anniversary of
declaration of the Belarusian People’s Republic. The detainees were taken to
Minsk Frunzenski Borough Board of Internal Affairs.

On 25 March near the tube station Uskhod in Minsk the police detained
Aliaksei Kazlouski, chair of Minsk regional branch of BPF Adradzhenne, for
handing out Freedom Day bulletin. They composed on him a report for viola-
tion of part 2 of article #172 pf the Code of Administrative Violations and then let
him go. The trial was appointed on 28, but later was postponed to unknown time.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 25 March it became known that Brest authorities were going increase
the control over the distribution of periodicals. At the sitting of Brest Regional
Executive Committee, during discussion of ‘the system of informational provi-
sion of the population and the measures for regulation of the retail sale of
periodicals on the territory of Brest’ the chair of the ideological department of
the REC Zoia llliushonak stated that ‘not all economic subjects that sold peri-
odicals, abided by the goods alignment’. For instance, it concerned the sale of
non-state mass media. It was proposed that Brest City Executive Committee
would deprive the individual entrepreneurs of the license for retailing of period-
icals in case they continued ignoring this fact.

On 1 April the head of Minsk OSCE office Eberhard Heiken visited the 103
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editorial office of the non-state newspaper Zgoda that felt victim to the state
persecution. Mr Heiken expressed his support and solidarity with representa-
tives of independent mass media of Belarus. The reason for his visit to Zgoda
was confiscation of the computers that belonged to the newspaper and also
the letter of the worker of the editorial office Natallia Valakida to the OSCE
office, in which she described how Minsk riot police beat her during the oppo-
sition action that took place on 25 March 2005. This letter was passed to the
Vienna office of the OSCE representative on freedom issues Miklos Haraszti.

On 1 April journalists of Intex-press newspaper were denied information in
two cases. The officials of the housing economy L.Astapchyk and V.Kudlasevich
refused to present the information about the fulfillment of the ‘Balcony repair
program’ to journalist Aksana Lianko. They said that they could give it only if
she submitted a written inquiry to the chair of the organization. The same day
|.Stasevich, chair of the education department of Baranavichy City Executive
Committee, refused to tell to the Intex-press journalist A.Charnenka the results
of the check-up of the three sportive schools subordinated to the department.
The official said it was internal information that couldn’t be published in a news-
paper.

On 8 April the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) during its annual
meeting in Bilbao (Spain) adopted the following declaration on the situation of
mass media in Belarus: The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of
Journalists notes with grave concern the serious deterioration of the media
situation in Belarus over the last few years and especially before and after
2004 Parliamentary election and Referendum, as a result of which the appro-
priate article of the Belarusian Constitution was changed to contain no terms’
restrictions for the President Lukashenka. During this time the number of inde-
pendent media outlets has been rapidly declining and the number of adminis-
trative warnings and suspensions of independent media issued by the Ministry
of Information has been growing. The state media, controlled by the Govern-
ment are overwhelmingly dominating the market. All national, regional and
cable TV channels and radio stations are state owned or, even if are commer-
cial ones, are tightly controlled. The Government heavily subsidizes the state
owned electronic and print media, which became Soviet like propaganda and
brain washing tools. The few remaining independent print and Internet media
are struggling to survive. Harsh libel and insult laws are established solely to
protect the oppressive regime of Aliaksandr Lukashenka against critical or in-
vestigating journalism. Belarus is the only country in the OSCE region where
people are serving prison sentences for insulting the dignity of the Head of
State. This legislation is effectively contributing today to self-censorship and
lack of free debate in the media and society. Opposing the broad powers given
"]4 to the Government by the current Media Law and the abusive libel and insult
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legislation, the EFJ Annual Meeting denounces as unacceptable any Govern-
ment plans or proposed amendments to the new media Law under prepara-
tion, which will make it and other legislation even more oppressive on inde-
pendent journalists and media outlets in Belarus. The Annual Meeting of the
EFJ strongly supports the brave struggle for freedom of expression and inde-
pendent journalism fought by our colleagues working in independent press
and the Belarusian Association of Journalists, BAJ...

On 8 April the new issue of Zgoda came out. However, Aliaksei Karol,
chief editor of the newspaper, said it became possible only due to the journalist
solidarity, because the computers and the office equipment still haven’t been
returned to the editorial office. We should remind that on 24 March the police
came to the editorial office of the newspaper without the prosecutor’s sanc-
tion. They said that an unknown person phoned them and said that the fly-
sheets that were harmful to the authority of the state power were printed in the
editorial office. The police confiscated the computers and the organization equip-
ment without composing any reports. Among the confiscated equipment there
were items that were lent by the US Embassy. Aliaksei Karol negotiated with
the police and the prosecutor’s office for more than two weeks. The prosecu-
tor’s office violated the 10-day term for answering the complaint — 18 days
passed after it was passed. Aliaksei Karol: ‘I haven’t received any detailed
answers. They hinted they continued to look for something, | don’t know what.
It means that that they failed to confirm the charges upon which they confiscat-
ed the equipment. We didn’t produce any fly-sheets. | have twice applied to
the prosecutor’s office, they answered they were working on our application.
They still haven’t answered to it. They said only that some violation were really
found, but the police didn’'t have any sanction and didn’t give any documents
that the documents were confiscated, arrested or | don’t know how to say what
happened to them. Nevertheless, the equipment is still there.’

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 9 April the ideological department of Barysau City Executive Commit-
tee submitted a letter to the enterprises and organizations of Barysau. In this
letter it prohibited to subscribe to the non-state newspapers Kurier iz Borisova
and Borisovskiye novosti on behalf of the enterprises and organizations. The
administration of some factories even demanded from those who were re-
sponsible for the subscription, to compensate the expenditures for subscrip-
tion to the two newspapers from their own means.

On 11 April Minsk Kastrychnitski Borough Court, presided by judge Hanna
Bulash, ruled to exact from the non-state newspaper Belorusskaya delovaya
gazeta 50 million rubles in favor of the foreign journalist Arkadiy Mar. The jour-
nalist of Belorusskaya delovaya gazeta Iryna Khalip wrote about him in her
article Oklahoma won'’t found about Lukashenka. In this article she denied the "]5
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very fact of existence of the newspaper Russkaya Amerika, described the rela-
tions of Arkadiy Mar with the highest level officials of the post-Soviet countries
and described him as adventurer. Iryna Khalip also said the trial was conduct-
ed with the only aim to close BDG. Arkadiy Mardidn’t attend the trial, his inter-
ests were represented by a lawyer. The lawyer presented to the court two
numbers of Russkaya Amerika. The plaintiff asked to exact from Belorusskaya
delovaya gazeta and the journalist 1 million dollars. The defense lawyer re-
ferred to the fact that Mar was a citizen of the US and such sums were normal
for the American court practice. On the other hand, Iryna Khalip said that
Russkaya Amerika wasn’t an influential newspaper in the US and the author of
the interview with Lukashenka received free advertisement.The court decided
to exact 28 000 dollars, but even this sum was enough to close the newspaper.
Its chief editor Piatro Martsau said there were many attempts to liquidate Be-
lorusskaya delovaya gazeta, but in order to succeed it would be necessary to
liquidate its readers, among whom there are even officials from Lukashenka’s
administration. Martsau also stated the newspaper would complain against
the court verdict to supreme instances.

On 13-15 April the Ministry of Information issued warnings to the editorial
offices of the non-state newspapers Narodnaia volia, Borisovskiye novosti and
Volnae Hlybokaie. The warning served to Narodnaia volia is dated 13 April and
signed by the Minister of Information Uladzimir Rusakievich. The warning is
put down to 2 articles printed in March. The first article was printed on 3 March
under the heading Virtual war of granddaughter against grandmother. The Min-
istry of Information believed that the author (A.Sivy) published the materials of
unfinished legal case without the written permission of the judge. On 31 March
the newspaper published Appeal to the Afghan War Veterans by the leader of
the lury Zakharanka movement Homeland Defenders A.Volchak. The Ministry
of Information argued that this was dissemination of information on behalf of
an unregistered association. Thus, in the opinion of the registration authority,
the editorial office twice violated the demands of article #5 of the law On press
and other mass media. According to the Ministry of Information, the newspa-
per Borisovskiye novosti violated several articles of the media legislation. The
periodical was accused of failure to inform in writing the Ministry of the change
in the distribution territory (article #11), of publishing advertisements which
had no confirmation of the advertiser’s right to perform licensed activity (article
#30) and of providing inaccurate imprint on the newspaper and using non-
standard fonts (article #26). The editorial office received a warning on 15 April,
which was signed by the first vice-minister of information Lilia Ananich. The 15
April warning issued to the founder of the editorial newspaper Volnaie Hly-
bokaie was based on the same claims. The publication is accused of changing
the publication language to Russian and Belarusian (instead of Belarusian)
mﬁ without informing the registration authority; publishing advertisements related
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to licensed types of activity without indicating the license number, and also
violating the publication imprint standards.

On 14 April an officer of the Pinsk-based regional branch of the State
Control Committee arrived at the editorial office of Zhivaya voda newspaper
(founded by the state-owned concern Bedmeliavadhas) issued in Minsk. He
familiarized the senior editor of the publication Valiantsina Navarych with the
regulation by the Presidential Administration of the Republic of Belarus. The
document said that the editorial offices of the newspapers founded by the state-
owned institutions and organizations should not have as founders private indi-
viduals, individual entrepreneurs and businessmen with a share of foreign cap-
ital. The editor was not allowed to keep this document. As requested by the
State Control officer, V.Navarych signed a declaration, in which she promised
not to cooperate with the above persons over the issue of the newspaper, or
use foreign sponsor help. Also, the newspaper editor communicated brief in-
formation about the registration date, the periodicity and coverage, and also
confirmed that her newspaper subordinated to Brest Regional Executive Com-
mittee will not be printed in printers other than Pinsk Regional Printing House.

On 14 April the international organization Reporters Without Borders (RSF)
distributed its official statement concerning the verdict of Minsk City Court that
fined the journalist Iryna Khalip and the editorial office of Belorusskaya delovaya
gazeta. The organization called the verdict ‘scandalous parody on justice’ and
pointed at the disproportion of the fine to the harm that could be done by the
article concerning the so called interview with Lukashenka. RSF also expressed
the opinion that the Belarusian authorities weren’t going to tolerate the voices
of opposition-minded persons and would try to make one of the independent
newspapers of Belarus bankrupt.

On 18 April the World Campaign for Freedom of Speech Article 19 sent an
open letter to the head of the Belarusian state A.Lukashenka, expressing its
deep concern over the deteriorated situation with freedom of expression in Bela-
rus. The organization was particularly concerned over: the lack of results in the
case of the murder of the journalist Veranika Charkasava; the closed elabora-
tion of the new draft law on the media; the creation of obstacles for the profes-
sional activity of some journalists, etc. The organization urged the Belarusian
authorities to bring the national legislation and its enforcement in line with the
international standards of freedom of expression. In particular, Article 19 required:

— cancellation of the laws providing for imprisonment for defamation and
insults;

— fulfillment of requirements made by the OSCE representative for the free-
dom of the media, and by the UN special rapporteur for human rights in Bela-
rus, which were presented in the reports in March 2005.
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On 20 April lury Ziser, head of the largest Belarusian internet-portal tut.by,
stated: ‘Near at hand there are trials resulting from naivety and short views of
Internet users’. He also prepared the official appeal to about 20 000 of the
portal users. There he reminded that secret services could find each internet
user and also stated the portal administration would remove any postings that
would seem law-offensive to the administration, including insult and propa-
ganda of crimes. In the ultimate cases the administration would liquidate the
users’ post-boxes. Usually internet resources have special filters against four-
letter words and the most insulting postings are removed. lury Ziser didn’t hide
that his actions were caused by the political situation: ‘It seems to us that it will
be safer for TUT.BY if people won’t have the possibility to write insulting ex-
pressions about the president or anyone at all at our forums. Otherwise, we
will simply let down our users. People think they are anonymous. In the case
they insult one another nothing will happen, but in the case officials get insult-
ed it can have consequences for the authors. In the case the officials sue, they
will sue us and those who wrote the insults. For instance, they will require the
court to exact from us 100 million rubles, and we will be no more. To put it
short, we decided to be on the safe side. We explore the officials’ opinions and
know that they are really dissatisfied with our forums,’” said lury Ziser.

On 21 April Drahichyn District Court ruled to partially grant the claims of
plaintiffs (four members and chair of the Drahichyn precinct election commis-
sion), who demanded reimbursement of the moral damages inflicted on them
by the BPF member Mikola Brych. This is the information provided by the press
service of the BPF Party. Mikola Brych worked as a journalist in the local inde-
pendent newspaper Gazeta dlya vas. On the Election Day (17 October 2004)
he came to the polling station and became witness to several violations com-
mitted by the representatives of the election commission, but was removed
from the station. He noted that the chair and some members of the commis-
sion were drunk. Because of this, Mr Brych filed a complaint with the prosecu-
tor who organized medical examination of the indicated individuals. However,
some other members of the commission were examined instead of the speci-
fied ones. So, the journalist’s opinion was not confirmed. Then the represent-
atives of the election commission that were accused of drinking brought an
administrative action despite the fact the results of the medical examination
were not approved by the Regional Drugs Clinic.
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On 25 April the senior editor of the non-state newspaper Zgoda Aliaksei

Karol received an answer from the Minsk Partyzanski Borough Prosecutor’s
Office. He tried to call to account the police officers who at the end of March
broke into the apartment he rents, where the journalists were working, and
took all office equipment away. The prosecutor’s letter said that the police had

mﬂ not committed any violations while searching the apartment and seizing the
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computers. On the contrary: the police officers found in the apartment materi-
als (collages) which, if demonstrated, may, in the opinion of the prosecutor’s
office, be qualified as public defamation of the President (part 1 of article #368
of the Criminal Code). According to Prosecutor Ramanouski, the police took
away the computers ‘because they had sufficient reasons to believe’ that the
collages had been produced using this equipment. According to the prosecu-
tor’s office, all the materials in this case awaited further verification and the
issue of restoring the computers to the owner could only be considered after
the end of the verification.

On 2 May, the Universal Day of Press Liberty, the board of the Belarusian
Association of Journalists issued the statement Hrodna zone — territory of risk
for independent journalists. There it was said: The last year was defined with
the suspension of 25 printed mass media, which became a sad record for the
last years. Hrodna region became a zone of risk for independent mass media.
Yet in 2001 Hrodna Leninski Borough Court sentenced the journalists of Paho-
nia newspaper Mikola Markevich and Pavel Mazheika to different terms of
personal restraint. Another campaign aimed at journalist persecution started
in Hrodna region in 2004. In spring 2005 Hrodna regional again drew attention
of the Belarusian and the international community. However, even in these
hard circumstances the independent press remains devoted to the principles
of journalism and a source from which Belarusian citizens can receive timely
and objective information about the events that take place in the country and
abroad.

On 5 May it became known that the catalogue of mass media of Hrodna
region was issued by the ideological department of Hrodna regional executive
committee for the 9" international exhibition Mass media in Belarus that opened
in Minsk on 3 May. The circulation of the catalogue is 400 copies. The cata-
logue contains no information about non-state editions, such as Birzha infor-
macii, Hazeta Slonimskaia, Mestnaya gazeta, Novaya gazeta Smorgoni, Tel-
eskop, Gios z-nad Niemna. It informs readers about periodical and electronic
mass media of Hrodna region, its printing houses, Hrodna branches of such
state companies as Belposhta (Belarusian post), Belsaiuzdruk (Belarusian union
publishing) and the open company Hrodnakniha (Hrodna book). According to
Maryian Maksimonka, worker of the ideological department who was respon-
sible for the catalogue issue, the department consciously decided to include
information only about the editions that are completely or partially financed by
the state. Natallia Makushyna, editor of the social department of Birzha informa-
cii newspaper that wasn'’t included in the catalog, is sure that the officials again
separated journalists depending on their loyalty: “‘The most outrageous is that
this book with description of ‘pocket’ newspapers was issued for the means of
those who pay taxes, including journalists of Birzha informacii’, she said.
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On 8 May the sale of the non-state newspaper Kurier iz Borisova stopped
at the grocery stores of Barysau. On 1 May the kiosks of the state company
Minablsaiuzdruk refused to accept for sale the non-state newspaper Boris-
ovskiye novosti. In both cases the sale agreements were broken by the state
enterprises. These actions started after Barysau City Executive Committee
gathered information about the ways the city’s independent mass media were
distributed.

On 11 May the Union of Poles in Belarus, founder of Gios z-nad Niemna
newspaper, decided to suspend the edition for two weeks. The matter was that
in the middle of April the Council of the Union of Poles in Belarus fired Andrei
Dubikouski from the position of the chief editor of Gios z-nad Niemna newspa-
per. Dubikouski was fired because the newspapers circulation decreased un-
der his rule and the newspaper began to play less interest to life of Poles in
Belarus. Instead, the council appointed Andzhei Pisalnik to be the editor. Three
newspaper numbers were issued after this appointment. Belarusian officials
stated Dubikouski was a good editor and it was a wrong step to fire him. As a
result, Hrodna Leninski Borough Court decided to rehabilitate Andrei Dubik-
ouski at his former position and obliged the editorial staff to compensate the
harm and the court expenses to him. The total sum was about 1 000 000 ru-
bles. According to the Council of the Union of Poles, by its verdict the court
created a dangerous precedent that can paralyze the organization and dem-
onstrated interference in the internal affairs of the organization. One of the
reasons for the suspension is also the loss the newspaper experienced as a
result of the payment of compensation to Andrei Dubikouski.

On 16 May the Ministry of Information issued the second warning to the
editorial office of the Narodnaia volia newspaper, accusing it of distributing
deceitful statements. At the same time, the editorial office came to know that
five citizens had simultaneously filed five suits worth 50 million rubles each.
Article #32, which the Narodnaia volia allegedly violated in the opinion of the
ministry, states the right of the Belarusian citizens to receive truthful informa-
tion from the media. According to the ministry, the newspaper violated these
provisions by publishing the articles entitled This is the will of the people (issue
#7 of 23 April 2005) that said that around 300 employees of the Belaruskalii
(state-owned company) had signed under a collective letter to support crea-
tion of the civil movement Will of The People. The Belarusian Association of
Journalists reported that Narodnaia volia refuted this information on 14 May by
declaring that some of the people mentioned in the list weren’t employees of
Belaruskalii. The same April article served as a ground for five suits filed by the
employees of Belaruskalii who claimed they hadn’t signed in support of the
civil movement Will of the People. Each required compensation worth 50 mil-
110 1ion rubles. The chief editor of Narodnaia volia losif Siaredzich said he would

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»



REVIEW-CHRONICLE of the human rights violations in Belarus in 2005

study all pretensions, but stated the Ministry of Information hurried too much:
‘The Ministry of Information actually overtook the function of the court. It doesn’t
give to the editorial board any possibility to correct its mistakes as it is required
by the law on press.’ Mr Siaredzich also said all five civil suits looked alike, only
surnames were different. He even quoted a paragraph that could be found in
all of the suits: ‘I actively support the policy that is conducted by the president
of the Republic of Belarus Lukashenko A.G. and therefore think my political
views were compromised, by which my honor and dignity were violated.” Ac-
cording to Siaredzich, the lists of the signers were passed to Narodnaia volia
by the coordinators of Will of The People movement and some provocations
could be staged.

On 16 May in lvatsevichy (Brest region) the kiosks owned by Belsaiuzdruk
(the state-owned company that distributes newspapers and magazines) stopped
putting up for display independent periodicals, including Gazeta dlya vas, Nar-
odnaia volia and Kurier iz Borisova. The order for it was issued by the head of
Ivatsevichi branch of Belsaiuzdruk Iryna Mikhniuk. According to the sellers, the
department head herself received an appropriate instruction from Ivatsevichy
District Executive Committee. |.Mikhniuk herself during a meeting with L. Tsaluika
denied the directive or a document from the lvatsevichy district executive com-
mittee, and said that this was misunderstanding. Nonetheless, the situation
with the independent periodicals in lvatsevichy stayed the same.

On 18 May losif Siaredzich, the senior editor of Narodnaia volia was sum-
monsed to the prosecutor’s office of Belarus to be served an official warning
for ‘unacceptability of the law violation and distribution of information on behalf
of unregistered ... public associations’. The warning was signed by the vice-
prosecutor general of Belarus Mikalai Kupryianau on 16 May. The warning
says the prosecutor’s office analyzed the material about the activity of the civil
association Will of The People published in February and concluded that that
‘the civil initiative Will of the People is not registered as a civil association, as
required under the law’. Thus, the prosecutor’s office argues that Mr Siaredz-
ich, in his capacity of the senior editor of Narodnaia volia, violated article #5 of
the Law of the Republic of Belarus On press and other mass media. Mikhail
Pastukhou, the head of the Legal Support Center for Media of the Belarusian
Association of Journalists, believes that the governmental agencies use too
broad interpretation of the notion of a civil association, which enables them to
considerably restrict not only the initiative of the Belarusian citizens, but also
the activity of the media, through which they attempt to publicize themselves.
He does not rule out that the authorities also used this article as a pretext for
pressurizing the only independent daily published in Belarus.

On 19 May the international organization Reporters without Borders (RSF)
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made a special statement expressing its concern over the pressurization of
the independent press by the Belarusian authorities. The statement was re-
leased following the warning issued by the Ministry of Information to Narod-
naia volia, and legal suits filed by five workers in Salihorsk who demanded that
the newspaper pay them damages for alleged libel. The statement issued by
the international organization quoted the words of the Narodnaia volia editor
losif Siaredzich who thinks that ‘the Ministry of Information simultaneously plays
the parts of an investigator, a prosecutor and a judge’.

On 20 May four citizens of Hlusk sued the editorial board of Narodnaia
volia, stating they didn’t sign in support of Will of The People. Each of the
plaintiffs demanded 5 million rubles of compensation. This time all suits also
looked alike.

On 23 May Pinsk City Executive Committee sent to the chairs of state
enterprises, organizations and institutions letter #26 of 15 May 2005, signed
by the CEC chairman Aliaksandr Hordzich. Here’s an excerpt from it: ‘We turn
your attention to the necessity of obligatory institutional subscription to the
following newspapers during the second half of 2005: Sovetskaya Belorussi-
ya, Respublika, Narodnaia hazeta, Zviazda, Zarya and Pinski vesnik.” All of
these newspapers are state ones and have the appropriate ideological orien-
tation. The founders of Zarya are Brest Regional Deputy Soviet and Pinsk City
Executive Committee. The letter also informed the vice-heads on ideology about
the necessity to subscribe to the magazine of the presidential administration
Belaruskaia dumka. It was recommended to the primary organizations of Bela-
rusian Republican Youth Union (BRSM) to subscribe to the newspaper Znamya
yunosti.
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On 24 May at the press conference in Vitsebsk City Executive Committee
at the beginning of May, Siarhei Kochatau, a correspondent of Vitebskiy kurier,
was not allowed to ask a question. ‘We have not invited the kurier here at all! ,
declared the head of the information department of the city executive commit-
tee of Vitsebsk Aleh Abrosimau. - So, ask no questions!” At the press confer-
ence the senior architect of the city Barys Liadzenka explained the need for
constructing a gas station within Vitsebsk. Vitebskiy kurier wrote that the resi-
dents of the nearest high-rises are indignant at the construction of this site and
send many letters to governmental agencies. That's why the press conference
was convened. In the middle of May, Vitsebsk Regional Prosecutor’s Office
refused to provide information to the Vitebskiy kurier correspondent Zhanna
Paharelava, saying the following: ‘You are working in the wrong newspaper’.

On 25 May the hearing of the suit filed by the leader of the Liberal-Demo-
"2 cratic Party of Belarus Siarhei Haidukevich against Narodnaia volia was to
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have taken part at Minsk Leninski Borough Court. S.Haidukevich argues that
the article Haidukevich’s letter. And fax message for Haidukevich (#39 of 1
March 2005) contained untrue information, and so requires payment of dam-
ages worth 200 million rubles. The trial was postponed to 3 June because,
according to the judge Liubou Valevich, a part of the documents that were
presented to the court by the sides of the trial, weren’t translated from English
by 25 May.

On 26 May it became known that before 15 June the companies and or-
ganizations of Hrodna were to submit a report about the subscription to Sovet-
skaya Belorussia newspaper for the second half-year in 2005. It was said in
the letter sent out by the administrations of two boroughs in Hrodna. The doc-
ument indicated the numbers of copies of Sovetskaya Belorussiya a company
had to subscribe. It was recommended that the information about the sub-
scription results be submitted to the borough departments of ideological work.
According to journalists, the administrations of the boroughs did the subscrip-
tion on the instruction of Hrodna City Executive Committee. Uladzimir Amelka,
head of the ideology department of Hrodna City Executive Committee, said
that apart from Sovetskaya Belorussiya the executive committees also insist-
ed on subscription of several state republican periodicals (Zviazda, Respubli-
ka, Belorusskaya niva, Sem dney, Znamia yunosti and Belaruskaia dumka)
‘because they cover the policies conducted by the state’. The list of newspa-
pers that were supported by the authorities also includes six local state period-
icals, including Hrodnenskaia prauda, which Mr Amelka himself called ‘unex-
citing’.

In the evening of 26 May a print-run of the independent newspaper Den
was attached on the Russia-Belarus border. The car was taken to Dubrouna
District Department of Internal Affairs (Vitsebsk region). According to the paper
made, the newspaper was attached because it ‘was not accredited’. According
to the newspaper editor Mikola Markevich, earlier the Smolensk printers that
printed the newspaper received a letter from the Ministry of Information of Be-
larus signed by the Vice-Minister Lilia Ananich. The letter said that the Ministry
asked the printers to stop printing the newspaper because it had not been
registered in a properly way. ‘This is all lies. We went through the re-registra-
tion procedure and have a properly registered status,’ said Mikola Markevich.
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On 27 May the senior editor of Den Mikola Markevich filed a complaint
against the actions performed by the officers of Dubrouna District Board of
Internal Affairs who in the evening of 26 May confiscated 1990 copies of Den
newspaper ‘without indicating actual or legal reasons’ for their actions.
M.Markevich demanded that 1990 copies of the newspaper should be restored
and those behind — called to account under the law. The complaint was filed "3
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with the head of Dubrouna DBIA. The message underlined that the police ac-
tions contradicted the legislation effective in Belarus. The police officers did
not provide official explanations to Denpress or give any reasons for their ac-
tions; they did not take a sample of the product, as is allowed under article #16
of the law On police but the entire print-run of the newspaper; the confiscation
was not properly formalized; the police interfered with the legal distribution of
the periodical without a court ruling in violation of article #25 of the law On
press, and with the legal activity of the editorial office, the publisher and the
distributors in violation of article #48 of the same law. ‘These violations show
that confiscation of printed media materials (print-run #1 (190) of Den) is illegal
and violates the rights and legal interests of the editorial office and the publish-
er of Den — Denpress,’ says the complaint.

On 27 May a new issue of Gios znad Niemna newspaper wasn'’t published
after the two-week suspension. Andzhei Pisalnik, the chief director of the news-
paper, didn’t manage to contact the director of Hrodna printing house. A work-
er of the printing house said the editorial board owed money for printing, but at
the accountant’s office of the printing house Pisalnik was said all bills were
paid. Pisalnik: ‘The experience of other independent editions shows that in the
case a printing house in Hrodna refuses to print a newspaper, all printing hous-
es of Belarus will refuse to print it as well. We could print the newspaper abroad,
but in this case the editorial office would be unable to distribute it.” The new
issue of Gios znad Niemna was also prepared by the journalist Andrei Pa-
chobut. He gave the following commentary: ‘In fact, the refusal to print Gios
znad Niemna is the beginning of liquidation of the Union of Poles. | think the
authorities refused to print it so that common members of the Union of Poles
wouldn’t find out what happened. We know that regional leaders of the Union
of Poles are being intimidated all over the country with participation of KGB
and the local authorities.’

In the afternoon of 30 May a policeman came to the chief editor of the
newspaper Zgoda Aliaksei Karol. They showed him the warrant of the prose-
cutor’s office for examination of his flat. The policeman paid interest to the
registration certificate and copies of the newspaper. However, Mr Karol man-
aged to escape examination of the flat — the warrant contained no directions
concerning the objects the policeman was to look for, which is a violation of the
legal requirements. We should remind that two months before the prosecu-
tor’s office brought a criminal case on the fact of ‘defamation of the president’
in Zgoda. The reason for the case was a series of humoristic collages that
were later confiscated from the editorial staff together with the computers that
were used for preparation of the newspaper.

On 31 May Homel Regional Executive Committee issued ruling #277, oblig-
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ing the individual entrepreneurs and the juridical bodies who retailed periodi-
cals to coordinate with the ideological departments of city and district execu-
tive committees the list of the periodicals they could sell to the people by 1
June. The entrepreneurs were ordered to provide information about the name
of each edition, its topics, the information about the state registration, the date
and the number of the concluded distribution agreement. What concerns for-
eign editions (except for Russian ones) it was also necessary to put the number
of the permission of the Ministry of Information for distribution in Belarus. Han-
na Shydlouskaia, chair of the ideological department of Homel City Executive
Committee, specified the aims of this regulation: ‘We need to know where they
print the newspapers somewhere here, in the suburbs, or conclude with some-
body supply agreements. Another thing: at least 70% of the sold newspapers
must be the Belarusian periodicals that receive support from the state budget.’
Among the newspapers which were ordered for obligatory sale there were
Sovetskaya Belorussiya, Respublika, the local state newspapers Homelskaia
prauda, Homelskiia vedamastsi and other officials sports, children’s and cul-
tural editions. The total number of the state editions for obligatory sale is 32.
The vice-chair of the private enterprise Press-time Aliaksandr Shylovich said:
‘We want to sell what people read and have little space. In the case we lay out
all obligatory editions, what trade will be there?’

On 31 May the journalist Katsiaryna Tkachenka was again summonsed to
Minsk Savetski Borough Board of Internal Affairs for giving explanations con-
cerning the article Our Poles that was published in Nedelya newspaper in au-
tumn 2004. In this article she criticized the activity of the former chair of the
Union of Poles in Belarus Tadevush Kruchkouski. Mr Kruchkouski considered
the articles insulting for his honor and dignity and discrediting. After he stopped
being the UPB chair, he filed a complaint with the prosecutor’s office, asking to
start a criminal case on the fact of the publication. According to Katsiaryna
Tkachenka, at that time the prosecutor’s office decided not to bring the case,
but in May they again paid interest to the article.

On 31 May the senior inspector of Minsk police Siarhei Siavets demanded
written explanations from the journalists of Narodnaia volia Vital Harbuzau and
Maryna Koktysh in connection with the publication of the articles about the
movement Defenders of Fatherland. Maryna Koktysh took an interview from
the movement’s leader Aleh Volchak and Vital Harbuzau prepared an article
about its presentation. According to Maryna Koktysh, the inspector asked how
it became known that former KGB agents joined the movement. We should
also remind that the Ministry of Information issued a warning to Narodnaia
volia for the publication of Aleh Volchak’s Appeal to Veterans of War in Afghan-
istan, considering it as distribution of information on behalf of unregistered
association.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 1 June the director of Hrodna printing house Piatro Mironau didn’t give
any answer to the editorial office of Gios znad Niemna, newspaper of the Un-
ion of Poles in Belarus. They asked him why the newspaper wasn'’t printed
athwart the concluded agreement. According to the chief editor of Gios znad
Niemna Andzhei Pisalnik, 1 June was the deadline by which the newspaper
was to have been printed. ‘It means the newspaper won’t come out this week
as well’, said Mr Pisalnik. To his mind, the obstacles were created by the Bela-
rusian authorities with the aim to destabilize the work of the editorial office and
cause mistrust among the subscribers.

On 1 June the broadcasting of the Ukrainian TV channel Inter Plus was
stopped in Kalinkavichy. Citizens of the border districts think the reason could
be the fear of the Ukrainian orange revolution the authorities had.

On 1 June the editorial board of Narodnaia volia filed with KGB the inquiry
concerning the origin of the anonymous Declaration on the forming and the
aims of the activity of the Belarusian People’s Liberation Army that was re-
ceived by E-mail on 31 May. The declaration was attached. In particular, in this
document it was said that on 15 June a number of actions would be carried out
in Belarus. The editorial office believes this document could be fabricated with
the aim to justify the political repression against the leaders of the opposition,
independent mass media, public associations and the human rights organiza-
tions that voice harsh criticism over the human rights violations in the country.

On 3 June the trial on suit of Siarhei Haidukevich, chair of the Liberal-Dem-
ocratic Party of Belarus to the independent newspaper Narodnaia volia started
at Minsk Leninski Borough Court. The lawyer of Belarusian Helsinki Committee
Aleh Hulak took part in it as the public representative of the newspaper’s inter-
ests. The court refused Andrei Bastunets, vice-chair of Belarusian Association of
Journalists, in the right to represent the newspaper’s interests at trial due to
absence of the documents that could confirm that Narodnaia volia was an asso-
ciate member of BAJ. The newspaper’s defense lawyer Uladzimir Ptashkin so-
licited for cessation of the trial because the case exceeded the competence of
the court. The court announced a break to make a decision on this petition.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 3 June the international organization Article 19 directed an open letter
to A.Lukashenka to express its great concern with the latest events around the
newspaper Narodnaia volia and the trial on the suit of the leader of the Liberal-
Democratic Party of Belarus Siarhei Haidukevich. Article 19 also reminded
about other cases: the appeal of the vice-editor of Narodnaia volia Aliaksandr
Silich for political asylum in Belgium, the warning that was issued for the pub-
lication about the civil movement Will of The People, nine suits worth 125 000

"ﬁ US dollars that almost completely repeated one another. Article 19 urged the
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Belarusian authorities to provide free and fair trial of Narodnaia volia the pro-
portionality of the financial punishment (in the case it would be given) to the
harm inflicted and abolishment the legal norms that provided for liquidation of
a newspaper on the basis of two warnings.

On 7 June two preliminary sittings on the suits against the editorial board
of Narodnaia volia took place at Minsk City Economic Court. One suit was filed
by Belaruskalii plant, the other — by Salihorsk State Mining and Engineering
School. The suits concerned the article This Is Will of People that was pub-
lished in #77 of the newspaper. The articles contained information about the
establishment of the civil movement Will of the People and signatures of work-
ers and students. A representative of Belaruskalii and the college director came
to the court together with a defense lawyer. They refused to explain the es-
sence of their pretensions to the newspaper. According to the chief editor of
Narodnaia volia the sides tried to reach a compromise during their pre-trial
talk. Narodnaia volia promised to publish an article with definition of the posi-
tion of the college director and the editorial board, which can put an end to the
conflict. What concerns Belaruskalii, Mr Siaredzich said the case could be
solved in the same way and there would be no trials.

On 9 June Vera Tupik, judge of Minsk Leninski Borough Court ruled to find
incorrect and insulting the information printed in Narodnaia volia — people’s
signatures under the appeal about the establishment of Will of the Peoplel
movement after the ‘signers’ — Salihorsk citizens Siarhei Katovich, Nina Hrechyts
and Nina Fralova sued the newspaper. She obliged the newspaper to pay 2
million rubles of compensation to each of them. The judge turned up the suit of
Pavel Zhyshkevich. The same day Minsk Leninski Borough Court considered
similar suits of four Kletsk citizens — Piatro Talaika, physician-in-chief of the
medical department of Kletsk, Lilia Liber, director of a village school, the bri-
gade commandant Ilvan Hudzko and the housewife Iryna Zakruta. Each of
them demanded five million rubles as a compensation for the moral harm done
to the information printed in Narodnaia volia and their signatures under the
manifest about the establishment of Will of the People. The chief editor of the
newspaper losif Siaredzich proposed the plaintiffs to refuse from material pre-
tensions in exchange of publication of confutation, but Kletsk citizens refused
to do it, following the example of the plaintiffs from Salihorsk. The court sen-
tenced the newspaper to pay 3 million rubles to each of the plaintiffs from
Kletsk. Thus, the total sum to be paid by Narodnaia volia became 15 million
rubles, which is about 7 000 US dollars.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 10 June Hrodna regional printing house printed the 19" issue of the
newspaper of the Union of Poles in Belarus Gios znad Niemna. The UPB con-
sidered it as a provocation, because the regional printing house didn’t accept "7
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for printing the number that was prepared by the editorial office, but published
another issue. Even the name of the editor wasn’t printed there, which is a law
violation. Andzhei Pisalnik commented: ‘The appearance of this number of
Gios znad Niemna is a doubtless provocation, because neither the Union of
Poles nor the editorial board of Gios znad Niemna had nay relation to it!" Pisal-
nik’s opinion was shared by the vice-chair of the UPB luzaf Pazhetski, who
pointed the number was issued without the agreement of the UPB administra-
tion. Andzhei Pisalnik informed the director of Hrodna regional printing house
and the prosecutor’s office about this violation of the law on mass media. He
also tried to stop distribution of the false newspaper issue.

On 14 June Liubou Valevich, judge of Minsk Leninski Borough Court, sen-
tenced Narodnaia volia to pay 100 million rubles (about 45 500 US dollars) to
Siarhei Haidukevich, leader of the Belarusian Liberal-Democratic Party and
deputy of the Chamber of Representatives of National Assembly for compen-
sation of moral harm. The court found the information of the article Letter from
Haidukevich. And Fax to Haidukevich (published on 1 March 2005) deceitful
and insulting. In the article it was said that Haidukevich owed about one million
dollars to Hussein’s oil ministry.

On 15 June the director of the closed corporation Publishing House Viteb-
Skiy kurier received a letter from the Cultural Business Center of the open
corporation KIM. The letter informed Vitebskiy Kurier that since 10 July 2005
KIM broke the rent agreement with it and asked to leave the rented premises
by that term, because the new owner of the Cultural Business Center of KIM
would become the communal property of Vitsebsk.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 16 June it became known that the Polish authorities suspended the
financing of Gios znad Niemna, because the last number (the false one) was
issued by the old head of the Union of Poles in Belarus Tadevush Kruchkouski.
He was the author of all articles and slurred the new leaders of the Union and
the Polish authorities as well.

On 16 June the Economic Court of Minsk started to hear the case brought by
Salihorsk State Mining and Engineering School against the editorial office of
Narodnaia volia. The case concerned protecting business reputation. The school
demanded that the information distributed by the periodical be recognized as
false and libelous, the newspaper print a refutation and reimburse legal ex-
penses. The suit concerned the article Solid voice of young people that ap-
peared in the paper issue #77. The article said that 37 students of Salihorsk
School signed the petition in support of Will of the People movement. The
claimant argued that a number of people from the printed list weren’t students
"8 of this institution, and several more did not sign any documents at all.
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On 19 June Hrodna regional printers started printing a false issue of Gios
znad Niemna, a paper of the Union of Poles. The senior editor of the newspa-
per Andzei Pisalnik found it out and requested that the printers show him the
documents relating to this issue of the newspaper. It turned out that the news-
paper arrived without supporting papers, and the signature of the editor that
signed it to print was illegible. Mr Pisalnik came to Hrodna Kastrychnitski Dis-
trict Board of Internal Affairs and filed a statement saying that the newspaper is
being illegally printed by people who do not work in the editorial office, and on
the paper that belonged to the Union of Poles.

On 17 June the consumer services department of Minsk City Executive
Committee sent to the administrations of the city’s enterprises the official order
‘to take measures for obligatory provision of the subscription to the newspaper
of the presidential administration Sovetskaya Belorussiya and the newspaper
of Minsk City Executive Committee Minskiy kurier. The document was signed
by A.Koushar, the head of the department of consumer services. The editorial
office also received copies of two similar documents. One of them was signed
by the chair of Minsk Zavodski Borough Executive Committee, the other — by
his colleague from Pershamaiski BEC Valery Skakun. In both cases they asked
to organize the institutional subscription to the state editions and ‘prevent insti-
tutional subscription to non-state ones’. The chair of Pershamaiski BEC asked
heads of administrations to personally control this issue ‘due to its political
importance’ and gave the exact number of copies to which all branches of
enterprises, dormitories and libraries of Pershamaiski borough had to subscribe.
Belarusian entrepreneurs said the same order was given to private firms and
entrepreneurs. The state organs refuted this information, but said they didn’t
approve of subscription to non-state press. Representatives Minsk Savetski BEC
gave oral order to subscribe to the state press to the local entrepreneurs.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 20 June the registration and licensing department of Minsk City Exec-
utive Committee refused to register changes to the statute of Den-press, the
company that published Den newspaper. The changes concerned the new
legal address that was provided by the Polish House in Minsk. The officials
stated the rental agreement between the House and Den-press was invalid.
Mikalai Markevich, the senior editor of Den and head of Den-press, received
from the registration and licensing department of Minsk City Executive Com-
mittee a paper that said the agreement providing office premises was invalid
because the new organs of the Union of Poles were deemed as illegitimate. Mr
Markevich concluded: ‘One thing is clear: this is an attempt to destabilize the
situation, an attempt to create an atmosphere of uncertainty and prevent the
legal activity of the legally registered periodical’.

At p.m. on 21 June police officers came to the privately-owned apartment "H
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where the renowned Hrodna journalist, the editor of Magazyn polski, Andrei
Pachobut lives. The journalist and public activist was taken to the police sta-
tion of the Dzeviatouka block. There the investigator Natallia Haidash informed
Andrei Pachobut that they had received a complaint from Tadevush Kruchk-
ouski. He had referred to the insulting articles published by Andrei Pachobut
about Kruchkouski, calling the journalist the senior editor of Pahonia newspa-
per site, which wasn’t true. Andrei Pachobut refused to testify and was re-
leased later on.

On 21 June Narodnaia volia was refused accreditation at the press confer-
ence of the prosecutor general of Belarus Piatro Miklashevich, due to take
place on 23 June. The official reason for refusal was no room for Narodnaia
volia correspondent in the court hall, where Mr Miklashevich intended to meet
with the media representatives. The newspaper challenged this version and
noted that the press conference was an open event.

On 23 June the Belarusian Association of Journalists asked several gov-
ernmental agencies to undertake measures to prevent the illegal actions con-
nected with the illegal issue and distribution of Gios znad Niemna, and bring
the guilty people to account. BAJ sent its appeal to the minister of informa-
tion Uladzimir Rusakevich, the minister of communications Uladzimir
Hancharenka, the chair of the State Control Committee Anatol Tozik, prose-
cutor general Piatro Miklashevich and also to the prosecutor of Hrodna re-
gion, the director of Hrodna branch of Belposhta and the director of Hrodna
printers. The appeal was based on the appearance of two issues of Gios
znad Niemna on 10 and 17 June that was printed and distributed without the
permission of the senior editor and without the consent of the founder — the
Union of Poles in Belarus. The organization asked for the disclosed facts to
be examined and for measures to prevent such events in the future, and
bring the violators to account.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 24 June Hrodna regional printing house issued the third issue of Gios
znad Niemna that was prepared without participation of its editorial board and
the consent of the Union of Poles in Belarus. It was confirmed by the director of
the printing house Piatro Mitrafanau. The UPB leaders again applied to Hrod-
na Kastrychnitski Borough Board of Internal Affairs and prosecutor’s office.

On 27 June Minsk City Court left in force the verdict on the case of vice-
editor of Belorusskaya delovaya gazeta Iryna Khalip. We should remind that
on 11 April Iryna Khalip and the private Unitarian enterprise Marat were found
guilty in insult of honor and dignity of the American journalist Akradiy Mar.
I.Khalip was sentenced to pay 10 million rubles and Marat — 50 million rubles

]2“ as compensation to the journalist.
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On 27 June the Supreme Economic Court dismissed the suit filed by the
editorial office of Narodnaia volia against the Ministry of Information, uphold-
ing the warning to the newspaper. The warning issued by the Ministry of Infor-
mation on 13 April concerned two articles. The first article was published on 3
March and was entitled Virtual war of a granddaughter and a grandmother.
The Ministry of Information believed that the author (A.Sivy) published the
materials of the case being investigated without written agreement of the judge.
On 31 March the newspaper printed Appeal to the Afghan War veterans, which
was signed by the human rights activist Aleh Volchak alongside other people.
He was mentioned in the letter as the leader of the movement Defenders of
Fatherland, and the Ministry of Information regarded this as information dis-
tributed on behalf of an unregistered association.

On 27 June it became known that the three unofficial issues of Gios znad
Niemna that came out contrary to the leadership of the Union of Poles in Bela-
rus were funded by Hrodna Region Executive Committee. The senior editor of
the newspaper Andzei Pisalnik learnt this from the distributor of Gios znad
Niemna — Belsaiuzdruk.

On 27 June the American Center for Exchange and International Research
(IREX) reported the deteriorated situation with the freedom of speech in Bela-
rus last year. This information is provided in the Index of media stability in
2004. The Index... offers an assessment of the development of the media in
the 20 countries of Eurasia. The report assesses the freedom of speech, plu-
ralism of the media available to the public, standards of professional journal-
ism, media stability and efficiency of the institutes that support the independ-
ent media.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 29 June the consideration of the suit about the protection of the busi-
ness reputation of Belaruskalii plant at Minsk City Economic Court ended with
a voluntary settlement. According to the defense lawyer of Narodnaia volia
Larysa Atamanchuk, before the beginning of the sitting vice-director general of
Belaruskalii Anatol Makhlai and the lawyer of the plant Valiantsina lakimovich
proposed to conclude a voluntary settlement with the following conditions: the
editorial office of the newspaper excused for the publication of untrue informa-
tion about the support of Will of the People movement by workers of Bela-
ruskalii, because 262 of 302 signers didn’t work there. Belaruskalii, in its turn,
undertook to refuse from its pretensions and pay for the court expenses. On 17
June the court also closed the analogical case that was brought on the suit of
Salihorsk State Mining and Engineering School because the argument ‘was
not liable to consideration at the Economic Court’.

On 29 June Ivatsevichy District Board of Internal Affairs composed a re- 121
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port for violation of part 3 of article #172 of the Code of Administrative Viola-
tions (distribution of printed materials without data-line) against the former
policeman Stanislau Khaladovich. Mr Khaladovich visited several villages of
Ivatsevichy district, including the village of Hortal. He met with citizens and
handed out materials about the activity of some oppositional organizations. A
citizen of Hortal phoned to the police. Policemen composed the report, came
to the village and confiscated the printed materials from the villagers.

On 30 June the editor of Mahiliou non-state TV studio 2" Channel Alena
Barysava was almost fired because a local official expressed his dissatisfac-
tion with a program she prepared within the framework of the series of pro-
grams Near the History. In the middle of June the TV showed the program with
expression of criticism regarding the way the Orthodox bishop’s palace of the
18" century in Mahiliou was being restored. Two years before the building was
returned to Mahiliou Orthodox Church, which started the repairs. The author of
the program and its other participants expressed their concern with the resto-
ration that destroyed certain architectural peculiarities of the palace. The chair
of Mabhiliou regional committee on religious and ethnic affairs Valery Vankovi-
ch was highly critical of the program and said it wasn’t journalists business to
interfere with the process of restoration of the property of Mahiliou Orthodox
Church by its owners. When A.Astapau, chair of 2" Channel, found about it,
he said to A.Barysava he would fire her. However, he refused from this inten-
tion after she personally phoned to V.Vankovich and proposed to settle the
case at court, which he refused to do.

On 30 June Uladzimir Chyhirynau, the chair of the department of sports
and tourism of Hrodna City Executive Committee, refused to give information
to the journalist Aliaksandr Dvaretski. Mr Chyhirynau explained he didn’t ‘talk
to free journalists’. Aliaksandr Dvaretski was looking for information about the
development of tourism in Belarus and phoned to Uladzimir Chyhirynau, ask-
ing to inform him about the official vision of the perspectives of tourism in
Hrodna. He introduced himself as a free journalist and a member of the Bela-
rusian Association of Journalists, after which the official refused to talk with
him.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 1 July the assortment ‘re-approval’ term specified by Homel City Exec-
utive Committee for all companies and businesspeople that sold printed peri-
odicals expired. The term was one month long. This was not the first step by
the authorities, which indicates their desire to control the distribution of printed
materials and complicate the work of those involved in the process. At the end
of 2004 in several regions of Belarus the local authorities issued a regulation
telling businesspeople (organizations) that trade in printed media to seek ap-

122 proval for ‘additions’ to the assortments, including details about each periodi-
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cal. Besides, the conditions for retail of periodicals were changed by order
#285 About some measures on regulation of business activity signed by
A.Lukashenka on 18 June. As a result individual entrepreneurs were made to
pay a set of business taxes instead of the single tax they used to pay.

On 5 July there came out the fourth issue of Gios znad Niemna without the
agreement of the Union of Poles in Belarus. In the data-line Viktar Kruchk-
ouski, the brother of the former UPB chair Tadevush Kruchkouski still recog-
nized by the authorities as the head of the Union, was mentioned as the senior
editor. The previous three false issues of the paper were signed by an un-
known ‘editorial board’. One of the articles of the latest issue claimed that ‘for
obvious reasons government will soon undertake the maintenance costs of
organizations representing minority groups. The authorities provided for print-
ing and distribution of the Gios znad Niemna’. The real editorial office had only
one thing left - protest.

On 6 July in Hrodna in Lenin Square the police detained journalists pro-
testing against the pirated version of Gios znad Niemna. The detained people
included the senior editor of Gios znad Niemna Andzei Pisalnik, his co-work-
ers Inesa Todryk, Ihar Bantsar, and also the senior editor of Magazyn Polski
Andrei Pachobut and a Salidarnasts newspaper correspondent lvan Roman.
They were taken to the police station, and after lunch - to the court. The court
fined Andrei Pachobut and lhar Bantsar for taking part in an unauthorized pick-
et and insubordination to the police.

On 6 July the editorial offices of the Brest newspapers received from the
local city executive committee a letter signed by the vice-chair Viachaslau
Khafizau. The letter informed of the need to fulfill the decision of the city exec-
utive committee #310 of 17 March 2005 On the system of providing informa-
tion to people and on the measures for improving the retail network of distribu-
tion of periodicals on the territory of the city. In particular, the editorial offices
required that the ideology department of the city executive committee be pro-
vided with a list of public distributors of the local periodicals.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 8 July Hrodna Leninski Borough Court stopped hearings of the cases
against journalists who staged a protest in the center of the city demanding
that the Union of Poles in Belarus be returned their newspaper Gios znad
Niemna, and were detained by police. As a result, the judge imposed on Inesa
Todryk a fine of about 230 US dollars, Andzei Pisalnik and lvan Roman were
sentenced to a fine of about 1 200 US dollars each. We would like to remind
you that several days before Ihar Bantsar was fined 510 thousand rubles, and
Andrei Pachobut — 5 125 000 (about 2 400 US dollars). At that time Andzei
Pisalnik and Andrei Pachobut were expecting the administrative committee’s 123
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decision because the police had also prepared a report registering their al-
leged violation ‘sanitation rules’ (these journalists during the action on 6 July
put their belongings on the grass in Lenin Square).

On 11 July in Ashmiany border guards detained the vice-chair of the Union
of Poles luzaf Pazhetski and the senior editor of Magazyn Polski Andrei Pa-
chobut. The journalists came to the Polish House in Ashmiany to have a meet-
ing with the leadership of the local department of the Union of Poles. However,
there unexpectedly came the border guards who took both of them to the com-
mandant’s office. They submitted their passports to the Visa and Immigration
Service, however, they had other documents on them and travel certificates.
The journalists were warned for violating the rules of stay in the border zone,
which includes the town of Ashmiany. From the commandant’s office the bor-
der guards took luzaf Pazhetski and Andrei Pachobut to the police, where they
were warned that if they are again detained in Ashmiany, they will be charged.
A.Pachobut: ‘The sense of this action against us is to restrict contacts of the
Union of Poles leadership with the regional structures’. Mr Pachobut said that
they had been told frankly: they were detained thanks to information made
available to the border guards, which means that the police could spy on them
and tap their telephones.

On 13 July the administrative commission of Ivatsevichy District Executive
Committee fined the local resident Stanislau Khaladovich 204 000 rubles for
illegally distributing printed periodicals. The reason for the punishment was
that Mr Khaladovich distributed in Hortal, Ivatsevichy district, the Russian news-
paper Novaya gazeta, the brochure by Vasil Liavonau Without right to mistake
and the news bulletin covering the activities by the 5+ coalition.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 13 July the journalists of the Polish Public Television (TVP) in Lodz
(Poland) started to raise funds to pay the fines incurred by the journalists of
Gios znad Niemna, which were awarded by Hrodna Leninski Borough Court.
The Lodz journalists call on the people of Poland to show a gesture of solidar-
ity and join the action of support. Hrodna journalists had to pay fines within 15
days.

On 15 July in Vitsebsk the police patrol detained the independent press
distributors Barys Khamaida and Ales Mudrychenka outside Vitsebsk Region-
al Executive Committee. They were handing out the magazine Arche, the news-
paper Vitebskiy prospekt and the independent periodical Vybor.

On 15 July the Ministry of Information issued a warning to the editorial
office of the independent newspaper Vitebskiy kurier. The warning was signed
124 by the first vice-minister of information Lilia Ananich. The periodical was ac-
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cused of failing to reregister because of changes made to the title (article #11
of the Law On press and the Soviet of Ministers’ regulation #727 of 30 May
2003). Furthermore, the Ministry of Information noted that the imprint of the
newspaper did not mention the complete name of the founder (article #26),
that ‘the subheader data do not include the name of the publisher’, and the
name of the newspaper editor ‘isn’t printed above the data-line’.

On 19 July the property that belongs to the editor of the sports newspaper
Pressbol Uladzimir Berazhkou was attached. According to the decision taken
by Minsk Tsentralny Borough Court, Berazhkou had to pay almost 5 000 US
dollars in favor of Mikalai Korbut, Minister of Finances (the editorial office of
the newspaper had paid him about 15 000 dollars).

On 21 July Brest Regional Executive Committee allocated 70 million ru-
bles to buy new equipment for state-run newspapers. This is the information
provided on the official site of Brest REC. The money was provided by the
decision of Brest Regional Deputy Soviet. According to the senior specialist of
the REC ideology department Ms Hahakava, the new equipment could signif-
icantly help the editorial offices of the regional newspaper Zarya (the founders
included Brest Regional Deputy Soviet and Brest Regional Executive Commit-
tee), the district-based newspapers Polesskaya pravda (the founders are Pinsk
District Deputy Soviet and Pinsk District Executive Committee), Chyrvonaia
zviazda (the founder is Ivanava District Executive Committee), Drahichynski
vesnik (the founders are Drahychin District Executive Committee and Drahychin
District Deputy Soviet), the town newspaper Pinski vesnik (Pinsk City Deputy
Soviet and Pinsk City Executive Committee). A part of the equipment was giv-
en to the editorial offices of the regional newspapers Narodnaia trybuna, the
district-based newspapers Savetskaie Palesse (Hantsavichy), Zarya nad
Bugom (Brest), Naviny Palessia (Stolin), etc. The founders of these periodi-
cals also were executive committees and deputy soviets at various levels.

On 25 July the College Board on civil cases of Minsk City Court did not
grant the complaint by the private unitary enterprise Narodnaia volia. The ed-
itorial office of the newspaper attempted to have Minsk Leninski Borough Court
ruling cancelled the verdict which found Narodnaia volia guilty of undermining
the dignity and business reputation of the chair of the Belarusian Liberal-Dem-
ocratic Party Siarhei Haidukevich and also three residents of Kletsk, as a re-
sult of which the editorial office of the newspaper was sentenced to pay the
leader of the Liberal-Democratic Party damages worth 100 million rubles, and
3 million worth damages to the residents of Kletsk — Ivan Hudzka, Piatro Tala-
laika and Iryna Zakruta. The senior editor of Narodnaia volia losif Siaredzich
planned to continue complaining against these decisions, now in the Supreme
Court, because he considered this to be a matter of honor and scruples.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 26 July the vice-head of the housing economy for ideology in Baranavi-
chy Volha Kudlasevich refused to answer questions of the freelance corre-
spondent of the non-governmental newspaper Intex-press Liudmila Hurman.
Ms Kudlasevich reassured that she was prepared to prepare all answers pro-
vided the ideology department of Baranavichy City Executive Committee per-
mitted her to do so. According to Kudlasevich they received an order from
‘above’ to give information to the media only at the request from the ideology
department of Baranavichy CEC. The head of this department Tatsiana Zhyd-
ko said to the journalist Liudmila Hurman that she did not have the information
which the journalist was interested in (the corresponded attempted to obtain
information about the collection of garbage and preparation for the heating
season 2005-2006).

27 July the Belarusian police detained journalists of the Polish newspaper
Gazeta Wyborcza Waciaw Radzinovicz and Robert Kowalewski, as they were
going from Hrodna to Lida. ‘As we were leaving the Union of Poles in Hrodna,
two officers of special services were watching us from their car, and the third
one was filming us’, said Waciaw. He added that as soon as the journalists had
left Hrodna, their car was detained by the police, who checked their docu-
ments, issued a fine to them, and then someone called them, and then they
removed the license plates from the car, and detained the driver — the brother
of the vice-chair of UPB luzef Pazhetski — lezhy. The Polish journalists had to
get a taxi to continue their journey.

On 27 July the Shchuchyn police detained Agneszka Romaszewska, a
journalist of the Polish Public TV Company TVP1. The pretext used for the
detention was that the journalist did not have a document of accreditation with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus. Agneszka Romaszewska was de-
tained right after she arrived in Shchuchyn, outside the Polish House, where
the sitting of the old board of the Union of Poles in Belarus was taking place.
The journalist attempted to ask a question to a man whom she had earlier
seen on the Belarusian television, however, she got immediately detained by
the police and taken to the local police station.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 28 July several journalists representing non-governmental Belarusian
media were not permitted to attend a press conference of Tadevush Kruchk-
ouski. Some of the Polish journalists were also denied entry. The press confer-
ence started at 3 p.m. in the House of the Union of Poles, where in the evening
of 27 July Mr Kruchkouski came accompanied by a riot police squad. Before
the meeting started, Kruchkouski’'s associate showed — Kazimir Znaidzinski
who personally checked the documents of each journalist and decided who
would be allowed entry. A police squad was near him. The head of the Hrodna

123 branch of the BAJ Pavel Mazheika, the editor of Gios znad Niemna Andzhei
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Pisalnik and a journalist of the same periodical Ihar Bantsar, the senior editor
of the newspaper Den and of the internet site www.pahonia.promedia.by Miko-
la Markevich, a journalist of the Salidarnasts Ivan Roman, and a correspond-
ent of www.hrodna.by Andrei Kusialchuk could not get inside the building. The
journalists representing the Polish radio station RMF-FM were not allowed,
either. Unrestricted access was allowed to the Television Company Hrodna,
the governmental media representatives — Zviazda, Perspektiva (the founders
are Hrodna District Deputy Soviet and District Executive Committee) and also
correspondent of the Polish television.

On 30 July members of the branch of the Union of Polish Journalists in
Zheszuw and also the Center for Monitoring of the Press Freedom of the Un-
ion of Journalists created the Fund of Assistance to independent Belarusian
media. The Fund authors say that the protests of the journalists from all over
the world against human rights violations and against the Belarusian authori-
ties disregarding the freedom of speech are not enough. They say that funds
are required, for example, to provide legal assistance to the journalists perse-
cuted by the authorities. ‘The Fund will support independent journalists in Be-
larus — both Polish and Belarusian ones. This will be our small contribution to
the expansion of freedom in Belarus’, said the head of Zheshuw branch of the
Union of Polish Journalists Juzef Matusz.

On 1 August the head of the trade department of Baranavichy City Execu-
tive Committee V.Makhovik refused to give information to Aksana Lianko, a
journalist from Baranavichy private newspaper Intex-Press, saying that this
should be countenanced by the ideology department. After numerous appeals
to the ideology department and trade department, Lianko had to give up pub-
lication (she planned to publish the names of the people who received com-
mendations on the eve of Trade Workers Day).

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 4 August the Polish TVP1 channel’'s car was found with a punctured
tyre. The journalists think that this was a deterrent of the Polish journalists in
Belarus.

On 4 August a meeting of Smarhon officials with the friends of local office
of the Union of Poles took place in Smarhon School of Art. The participants of
the meeting were also to nominate delegates for the Union’s regional con-
gress. The meeting was attended by the local journalists. However, Tereza
Piatrova, the head of Smarhon district branch of the organization, declared
that journalists had not been invited to the meeting, so they were to leave the
room. She also said that it was the press who magnified the conflict with the
Union of Poles. There were numerous attempts to pack off the journalists,
including a Mestnaya gazeta reporter S.Stankevich, an OKS-TV channel crew 121
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(H.Shaturka and A.Burau) and I.Dabrydzen, a reporter of a local state newspa-
per. The conflict was put an end to by M.Hoi, head of Smarhon District Execu-
tive Committee, who asked the journalists to leave the premises, because ‘the
people demand it".

On 6 August the Belarusian authorities deported Adam Tuchlinski, photo
correspondent of Przekroj and Newsweek magazines and didn't let the TV
journalist Marcin Smiaiowski into Belarus. Mr Tuchlinski was deported from
Belarus for alleged absence of accreditation. He was detained by two police-
men in plain clothes who pulled him into ordinary car. He was very surprised at
it and said it looked like a gang assault and one couldn’t even talk of any
legality of such actions. Mr Tuchlinski stated he had come to Belarus on tourist
visa and made photos in public places, which is not banned by the law, but
Belarusian police paid no attention to his explanations. The same day the Polish
journalist Marcin Smiaiowski wasn't let into Belarus though he had visa and accred-
itation. Belarusian border guards detained him for several hours and then stated his
presence in Belarus was undesirable and told him to return to Poland.

In the evening of 10 August during the check-up at Hrodna customs office
Belarusian boarder guards detained the journalist of Polish TV Mikola Waura-
niuk, who was going by train from Hrodna to Biaiystok. They confiscated from
him video tapes with materials about Belarus and returned him back. Mikola
Wauraniuk is a journalist of the 3™ channel of Polish TV in Biaiystok. He was
on a mission to Hrodna and shot there video reports about the events concern-
ing the Union of Poles in Belarus.

On 10 August the International Institute of Press expressed its deep con-
cern with the growing persecution of journalists in Belarus, ‘in particular, those
who work for the Polish minority media.” ‘We condemn the reprisal of the local
and international journalists working in Belarus. We urge the authorities to
maintain everybody’s right ‘to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
through any media regardless of frontiers’ — said Johan Fritz, head of the Inter-
national Press Institute. IPI is the oldest organization protecting the freedom of
the press. It was founded in 1950 by 34 journalists from 15 countries. Nowa-
days 2,000 journalists and publishers from 120 countries are the friends of the
organization.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 19 August Minsk City Executive Committee liquidated Denpress Ltd.
that issued Den newspaper. Mikola Markevich, chair of Denpress Ltd. found
about it from workers of Minsk Tsentralny borough tax inspection. The decision
about liquidation was signed on 4 July by Mikhail Savanovich, chair of Minsk
City Executive Committee, because of ‘absence of business activity for 6 months

128 in succession and non-submission of information about the reasons to Minsk
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City Executive Committee’. The liquidation was initiated by Minsk Tsentralny
borough tax inspection. ‘This is a political order, similar to the liquidation of my
previous newspaper, Pahonia’, said M. Markevich.

On 23 August the Belarusian border guards took away the passport from
the Polish correspondent of Gazeta Wyborcza Waciaw Radzinovicz. The bor-
der guards said they would return the passport after execution of some formal-
ities. Right after he arrived in Hrodna, he was detained, searched and ques-
tioned by the Belarusian police. ‘They counted the money | had with me. For-
tunately, | put it in the declaration so they had nothing to be unhappy about. |
was afraid they would put something in my baggage’, said the Polish journal-
ist. Waciaw Radzinowicz said the authorities were looking for a reason to de-
port him from Belarus. On Saturday in Hrodna the repeated sixth congress of
the Union of Poles was to take place in Hrodna. Radzinowicz thinks that the
Belarusian authorities did not want this event to be covered by independent
journalists.

On 24 August the Economic Court of Minsk Region granted the suit filed
by Minsk Regional Executive Committee, which requested the liquidation of
Press-Service company, the founder of the non-state newspaper Kurier iz Bori-
sova. The company was to be liquidated till 1 January 2006. The liquidation
suit was filed on 17 June. Minsk Regional Executive Committee presented the
following accusations: the Statute of the Press Service did not indicate the
goals and objectives of the published newspaper (Kurier iz Borisova), the la-
bor rights of the staff and other provisions that, under the law, should be spec-
ified in the charter of the media editorial office, though at that time the func-
tions of the editorial office were performed by another legal entity and, corre-
spondingly, it wasn’t mentioned in the Statute. The judge Tamara Benchuk
sided with the regional executive committee and ruled to void the registration
issued to Press-service, appoint the receivership commission and liquidate
the company before 1 January 2006. (What should be noted is that the head of
the ideology department of Minsk Regional Executive Committee was appoint-
ed the head of the receivership commission for the economic entity). The news-
paper’s editorial office stated the court ruling was made on a political order.
‘The situation that could be observed recently was a rare one for Belarus: one
region simultaneously had two independent newspapers (Kurier iz Borisova
and Borisovskiye novosti) whose circulation was 7 times as large as that of the
official local newspaper Adzinstva. Naturally, this situation could not keep the
authorities happy’, said the newspaper correspondent Pavel Mahilin. The jour-
nalists also stated the real motives for the moves undertaken by Minsk Re-
gional Executive Committee could be understood from the suit that says that
the work of Press-service is against the state and public interests.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 24 August the chief editor of Magazyn Polski A.Pachobut and the chief 129
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editor of Gios znad Niemna ‘in exile’, were fined 25 US dollars each for ‘tram-
pling the grass during an unauthorized picket.” The picket in support of the
Polish newspaper Gios znad Niemna took place in Lenin Square in Hrodna
and lasted for a minute, whereupon the journalists were arrested.

On 25 August the prosecutor’s office of Barysau issued an official warning
to the senior editor of the independent newspaper Borisovskiye novosti Anatol
Bukas. The warning said that if the violations repeated the Prosecutor’s office
‘would decide on a suite to suspend’ the periodical. The reason for the warning
was two articles entitled One-way trial published in numbers 26 and 27 in June
— July and dedicated to the court proceedings in the case against A.Bukas.
According to the prosecutor’s office, these articles violated article #5 of the law
On press that bans publication or public disclosure of the materials still consid-
ered to be court case materials without the written permission of the judge.
The prosecutor’s office claims that the verdict in the case against A.Bukas
came into effect after the mentioned articles were published: although the court
of Barysau district passed the ruling on 16 June, the appeals court upheld it
only on 22 July. Thus, so far the criminal case was not completed, says the
prosecutor’s office. The lawyers of the Media Legal Assistance Center of the
Belarusian Association of Journalists on their part emphasized that the articles
did not contain any quotations from the case materials. In his own words the
journalist retold what he had seen and felt during the open proceedings in
court. The check that led to the warning issued to A. Bukas was held on the
basis of the appeal from the editor of the newspaper of Barysau City Executive
Committee Adzinstva Vera Pratasevich.

On 25 August Roman Warszycki, a Polish TV cameraman from Biaiystok,
was not allowed to enter Belarus. They did not explain the reasons and re-
ferred him to the General Consulate of Belarus in Biaiystok for explanation.
True, Mr Warszycki lost neither his visa nor accreditation. Four Biaiystok jour-
nalists, who had been driving in the Polish TV car to Hrodna, were detained for
a while — customs officers checked their documents and baggage. They first
put a seal in the passport of Roman Warszycki, which allowed entry to Bela-
rus, but then annulled it. This is the story told by his colleague Mikola Waura-
niuk. Roman Warszytski repeatedly visited Hrodna to cover the conflict around
the Union of Poles. On 4 August unidentified people punctured two wheels in
his company car near the Hrodna railroad station.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 25 August the visitors of the official site of Vitsebsk city www.vitebsk.by
could not take part in the discussion of social issues, because all the previous
materials of the forum had been destroyed. According to the moderator of the
forum, S.Serabro, the forum Politics. Society. Power had a very short exist-

13“ ence of more than a year. It gave people opportunity to freely share their opin-
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ions on international political events, and was the last official political on-line
forum. However, he thinks that there is no need to speak about an outrage of
the state, while the forum was probably attacked by hackers.

On 26 August the administrative commission of Biaroza District Executive
Committee considered the charge-sheet drawn up in Damachava police sta-
tion against lury Hubarevich, a member of Belaaziorsk Town Deputy Soviet.
According to it he was arrested while distributing a bulletin, undermining the
existing regime in Belarus. Hubarevich did not accept the charges brought
against him. He explained that he did not distribute the bulletin — it was simply
found in his car. Besides, the bulletin features information about presidential
candidates and the NGOs’ activity, and does not contain any anti-state infor-
mation. Moreover, it had the publisher’s imprint. According to Hubarevich, un-
der the Administrative Code such cases should be considered by a local com-
mission, while he was summoned to Biaroza. Taking into consideration numer-
ous violations, Hubarevich requested to summon the witnesses of the incident
and asked to postpone the hearing. Hubarevich’s request was satisfied.

On 1 September A.Hatouchyts, head of Homel branch of the Belarusian As-
sociation of Journalists, was arrested in the village of Darashevichy, Petrykau
district, by a special police squad with major S.Kutasau at the head. The jour-
nalist was interviewing the villagers and took some photos of a fence on the
Prypiats bank (he was working for Narodnaia volia newspaper). The police
confiscated two Sony Dictaphones (a digital and a cassette one), a Zenit photo
camera, and 4 cassettes from his car. The squad commander contacted some-
one on the radio, and when asked if the journalist had broken any law an-
swered: ‘No he didn’t, but we must wait for chief commanders to come.” One
hour later a man in plain clothes appeared. He said that his name was Uladz-
imir Mikalaievich and that there was a special police operation Antiterror in
connection with Lukashenka’s visit to Petrykau district, so the police had to
check all the Dictaphones, cameras and other appliances.

On 1 September Barysau City Prosecutor’s Office didn’t grant the com-
plaint of the chief editor of the newspaper Borisovskiye novosti Anatol Bukas,
who asked to discriminate into the cases of illegal hindrance to distribution of
the newspaper. In the complaint he stated that the workers of Barysau City
Executive Committee Valiantsina Shutko and Natallia Kasperskaia purpose-
fully hindered the sale of the newspaper in the city. The chief editor asked the
prosecutor’s office to inform the officials about inadmissibility of such actions
and also submit the answer to the mentioned vendors. The prosecutor’s office
refused to do it and stated he could complain against its decision to court or
Minsk Regional Prosecutor’s Office. The complaint was submitted on 26 July
2005. The answer came in September.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 2 September a few hors before the end of time set apart for the re-
registration of media having the words ‘Belarusian’ and ‘ National’ in their names,
BDG.Delovaya gazeta newspaper was granted permission to use the name by
the Ministry of Information. After a long conflict with the Ministry, the decision
was taken in favor of the newspaper. The conflict emerged when the Ministry
of Information asked the editorial board to say what the letters BDG in the
newspaper’s new name stood for. This request was considered unlawful and
viewed as an attempt to prevent the newspaper from being re-registered. The
newspaper’s editor-in-chief P.Martsau said that the victory could temporary —
the presidential election was near at hand, so the newspaper would have to
fight for its existence, together with other independent mass media of Belarus.
The newspaper has been persecuted since 2003 — it was not allowed to be
published in Belarus and be distributed through the state company Belsaiuzdruk
and mail.

On 9 September the officials of Hantsavichy District Executive Committee
refused to tell to the correspondent of the newspaper Hantsavitski chas Iryna
Damaratskaia what families had the right to receive financial support for pre-
paring their children to school. She asked this question to Ala Stralchenia,
chair of the committee’s financial department on the eve of the new curriculum
year, who answered she couldn’t explain anything. However, according to the
newspaper’s information, the finances for this support were issued from the
district budget. Being asked the same question, Uladzimir Mukha, chair of the
district education department, answered: ‘You'd better read it in Savetskaie
Paliessie’ (a state newspaper).

On 9 September the European Commission started preparations for a 2
million Euro project to increase access in Belarus to independent sources of
news and information. The European Commission expressed its interest in
democratization of Belarus and providing its citizens with alternative sources
of information. The Commissioner for External Relations and European Neigh-
bourhood Policy, Benita Ferrero-Waldner said: ‘l am deeply committed to helping
the people of Belarus. The human rights situation in Belarus is deteriorating,
and if the country is to find its way onto the path to democracy, the people need
access to free media.’

On 13 September Valiantsina Kulak, new chair of the ideology department
of Pinsk City Executive Committee, started her work with ordering Aliaksandr
Kolba, the main specialist of the department, to personally phone to all heads
of organizations and enterprises of Pinsk and say the had to obligatory sign to
the newspaper Sovetskaya Belorussiya, an organ of state propaganda.

On 16 September the Belarusian Association of Journalists celebrated its
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10" anniversary. ‘We have been together for 10 years. We move the same
road. We live the hope for change. To make sure it happens, we should contin-
ue to be together’, this is the slogan with which BAJ met the anniversary.

On 16 September the Committee for Legal Issues and Human Rights of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) adopted in Paris
a statement that condemned ‘the systematic campaign of persecuting the in-
dependent journalists and activists of civil society in the Republic of Belarus’,
as well as ‘reprisals against the Union of Poles and the Polish-speaking me-
dia’. The PACE committee expressed its concern over the criminal persecu-
tion against the authors of a cartoon assessed by the Belarusian authorities as
libeling and insult of the head of state, and believes that such actions ‘are
incompatible with the freedom of speech and the right to peaceful assembly’
that Belarus ‘has undertaken to honor in accordance with the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of UN and the Helsinki Final Act of OSCE'’.

On 19 September Vaukavysk authorities prohibited to sell the non-state
newspaper Mestnaya gazeta. The economical smothering started in spring
and was going on — the circulation decreased from 8 000 to 5 000 copies, the
editorial board didn’t receive wages since April, because the tax inspection
fined the newspaper 32 million rubles and arrested the bank account. The
formal reason for the prohibition sell the newspaper was that it didn’t match the
list of the goods that was approved by the authorities. The founder and editor
of the newspaper Andrei Shantarovich said the real reason was the publication
of the first article about corruption in the tax organs of Vaukavysk district.

On 20 September instead of the independent newspaper Borisovskiye
novosti Barysau Post Office started to deliver to citizens the official periodical
of Barysau District Executive Committee Adzinstva. The editor of Borisovskiye
novosti Anatol Bukas phoned the post service and found out that Borisovskiye
novosti was crossed out of the delivery card, with Adzinstva taking the place.
The post head assured him that this was ‘a post mistake’.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 21 September it became known that the pressurization of students,
teachers and state officials were made to subscribe to state editions. Some of
them were persuaded into doing it. Soldiers and policemen are ordered to do
it and teachers are blackmailed. The humanistic faculties of the Belarusian
State University received a document from the Ministry of Education, signed
by the vice-minister of education Tatsiana Kavaliova, informing them that at
the meeting with intellectuals that at the end of 2003the president told them to
support the ‘stateized’ editions (LiM, Polymia, Nioman, Maladosts and Vsemir-
naya literatura). However, the Ministry of Education ‘noticed improper execu-
tion of this errand of the head of the state. The fact that the enumerated edi- 133
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tions didn’t draw the attention of the teachers of universities is especially alarm-
ing. It can be witnessed by the fact that few teachers subscribed to these
editions’. The letter ended with the demand to provide the Ministry of Educa-
tion with the detailed information about the number of individual subscribers
among teachers.

On 26 September the Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Belarus is-
sued a warning to the journalist Iryna Khalip. In the beginning of August the
article entitled Time to Dispose of Rake was published by Novaya gazeta with
a question ‘Will there be a revolution in Belarus?’ In the article Iryna Khalip
analyzed the situation in Belarus in the run-up to the presidential campaign.
The article author concluded that the Belarusian authorities would change as
a result of a street revolution. The prosecutor’s office assessed the journalist’s
opinion as a call to destabilization of public order and change of the constitu-
tional regime of the Republic of Belarus using illegal methods. Iryna Khalip
was summonsed to the constitutional rights department of the national prose-
cutor’s office, where she was read a warning. In Iryna Khalip’s opinion, this
situation confirms the conclusions of the article: ‘My warning is very indicative
because it shows that the authorities are well aware of how it will be changed.
| just voiced what everyone already knows. Too bad, the officers of the Belaru-
sian Prosecutor’s Office are not very well educated. They would not even think
of issuing a warning to, for example, the New York Times or the Washington
Post. While articles printed in Russian press cause them to respond in a very
strong way.’ Iryna Khalip was the first to receive a warning for her article. Ear-
lier the prosecutor’s office tended to launch criminal proceedings. The journal-
ist had been called for talks, however everything went off fine. Sviataslau Harelik,
a representative of the department, warned the journalist the in the event of
new articles of the same sort the prosecutor’s office would assess them as
calls to overthrow of the government. According to the criminal code, this may
lead to 1-5 years in prison.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 26 September Aliaksei Karol, the editor of the independent newspaper
Zgoda, and his deputy Aliaksandr Sdvizhkou were fined approximately 1 200
US dollars each by Minsk Pershamaiski Borough Court. The court punished
the heads of the independent periodical for ‘releasing knowingly untruthful in-
formation’. The reason for the court ruling was the collages printed in several
issues of Zgoda. The journalists used famous paintings, for example, those by
Salvador Dali, where instead of the original faces they placed the images of
several Belarusian politicians who, as emphasized Mr Karol, did not represent
only the incumbent government.

On 26 September the college board of Minsk Regional Economic Court
]34 did not grant the complaint by Barysau independent company Press-Service.
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On 24 August the court ruled to liquidate Press-Service, which was the founder
of Kurier iz Borisova. The Press-Service head Anatol Udavichenka informed
the court board that the verdict was not grounded. The company operated for
three years without violations, he said. Andrei Lahachou, the representative of
the legal department of the regional executive committee, in turn confirmed
the earlier position that the Press-Service had violated the order of registration
three years before that's why the registration should be cancelled. The board
with Mr. Aliaksandrau at the head supported the initiative and rejected the
complaint by the Barysau company. At the same time, Anatol Udavichenka
believes that this decision has a political coloring.

On 27 September Narodnaia volia published in Belarusian and Russian
an appeal by the founder and the senior editor of the newspaper losif Siared-
zich with a call to all people of Belarus to help with the payment of the compen-
sation worth 100 million rubles. This was the amount Minsk Leninski Borough
Court ruled should be paid to the deputy of the Chamber of Representatives
Siarhei Haidukevich as material damages with respect to the publication in
Narodnaia volia of an article about the cooperation of the Belarusian Liberal-
Democratic Party with the regime of Sadam Hussein and the allocation of spe-
cial privileged oil quotas. The newspaper’s editorial office property was at-
tached, the paper was seized and the bank account of the Narodnaia volia
was blocked until the payment of 100 million rubles to Mr Haidukevich.

On 28 September the state company Belsaiuzdruk unilaterally cancelled
a contract with the editorial office of Narodnaia volia for the distribution of the
publication since 1 October. The director of Belsaiuzdruk Mikhail Padhainy
said the contract was canceled because the newspaper had repeatedly violat-
ed the press law. The editorial office of the newspaper, however, believes it
was Belsaiuzdruk who violated the law: ‘The contract says that Belsaiuzdruk
must warn of its intention to cancel the contract with a periodical a month
before the intended date of the cancellation’, noted the vice-senior editor of
Narodnaia volia Sviatlana Kalinkina. ‘State-owned newspapers also get warn-
ings, but there has not been a single case of a distribution contract with them
being cancelled..’

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 28 September the Belarusian Association of Journalists issued a state-
ment concerning the situation of Narodnaia volia: ‘The Belarusian authorities
have delivered the most powerful blow on the independent press of the recent
time. Though the editorial office transferred more than 70 million rubles of the
100 million rubles awarded by a court ruling in favor of a deputy of the Cham-
ber of Representatives Siarhei Haidukevich, the state officials hurried to can-
cel the relations of the subordinate services (printers, distribution networks)
with the newspaper. The reasons indicated in the letters about the cancellation 135
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of relations with the newspaper are not only legally incompetent but also cyn-
ical. The Belarusian Association of Journalists assesses the actions of the
Belarusian authorities with respect to Narodnaia volia as an obviously illegal
act aimed at destroying an independent periodical prior to important public
events.

On 28 September the chief editor of the non-state newspaper Narodnaia
volia losif Siaredzich sent a telegram to Aliaksandr Lukashenka, demanding to
stop ‘the bureaucratic mess and self-will of the officials’. Simultaneously he
applied to the head of the office of the OSCE mission in Belarus ?ke Peterson,
asking for support from the side of the international community.

On 29 September the vice-prosecutor of Hrodna Leninski Borough Prose-
cutor’s Office Aliaksandr Abramovich officially warned Andzei Pisalnik that he
could not introduce himself as the senior editor of Gios znad Niemna, the Un-
ion of Poles in Belarus weekly. The warning was issued as a result of the
complaint that was filed by the former chair of the UPB Tadevush Kruchkouski
before the repeated assembly of the organization that was supported by the
authorities.

On 29 September the vice-chair of Pinsk City Executive Committee Aliak-
sandr Kaneuski held a council with the CEC workers. There he asked the
specialists of the departments of the executive committee not to give any infor-
mation to the non-state information Miastsovy chas. He explained his request
by saying the editorial office of the newspaper explained the facts and events
that concerned the social life of the city in its own way and sometimes showed
them in undesirable light. According to the editor of Miastsovy chas Viktar lar-
ashuk, the administration of the hotel Sport, to which the editorial office moved
several months before, received an oral order from the chair of Pinsk CEC
Aliaksandr Hordzich to break the rent agreement with the newspaper. Besides,
Pinsk branch of Belsaiuzdruk refused to accept the newspaper for retailing,
referring to the overload of the local kiosks. At the same time, all mailmen and
workers of Pinsk district post office were ordered to subscribe to the newspa-
per of the executive committee Pinski vesnik (50 copies) and Sovetskaya Be-
lorussiya (25 copies).

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 30 September the editorial board of Narodnaia volia paid the total sum
of 100 million rubles for compensation of moral harm to S.Haidukevich.

On 30 September Minsk Kastrychnitski Borough Court ruled to fine the
editorial board of BDG.Delovaya gazeta 50 million rubles (more than 23 000

US dollars) and the journalist Siarhei Satsuk — 5 million rubles for the benefit of

135 the former riot squad officer Siarhei Biadrytski. In June 2005 the former police-
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man sued to the court concerning protection of his honor and dignity. The
matter is that #70 of the newspaper, dated 20 May 2003 had the article Adver-
tisement action by Siarhei Satsuk, reporting about the investigation of the crim-
inal case against two persons who were accused in several crimes. One of
these persons is the plaintiff. He demanded 100 million rubles compensation
from Marat enterprise (the newspaper founder) and 10 million rubles from the
journalist. The trial started this summer, but was suspended because of ab-
sence of the plaintiff's lawyer. On 29 September the court hearings were re-
sumed. According to the information of the defense lawyer Larysa Ataman-
chuk, who represented BDG interests, the court partially satisfied the suit. The
published information was found corrupt and insulting for the plaintiff's honor
and dignity. The editorial staff of the newspaper was obliged to publish a dis-
proval within 30-day term and pay 50 million rubles to the plaintiff. Mr Satsuk
was also fined 5 million rubles for the benefit of Siarhei Biadrytski. The editorial
staff of the newspaper considers this sentence as an attempt of the authorities
to dispose of the newspaper.

On 30 September in his speech to the Defense Soviet, Aliaksandr Lu-
kashenka stated it was necessary to protect Belarusian society from foreign
informational expansion and ‘induction of instability by anti-Belarusian infor-
mation resources’. A.Lukashenka stated that ‘during the last decade all mili-
tary conflicts, escalated in the world by the US and its satellites, began from
such informational attacks and massive propagandist campaigns against the
country defined for military intervention’. According to him, the leading state of
the West actively uses the informational means and strategies for one-lateral
pushing of its geopolitical interests. ‘They are trying to manipulate the public
conscience with the aid of mass media and internet, discredit the ‘inconven-
ient’ countries and artificially create conditions for escalation of social tension
with the aim to seize the power’. According to Lukashenka, Poland and Baltic
countries have already turned into a foothold of NATO means of radio elec-
tronic struggle and spying. He stated that the large-scale program of radio
broadcasting to Belarus had been already declared and promoted. ‘The West
and so called Belarusian opposition that is directed by it, search all possible
ways to form a negative public opinion and spread destructive information
about our country’, he said.

On 1 October during the opening ceremony near Biaroza (Brest region) of
the first in Belarus German military cemetery of the times of World War Il the
heads of Biaroza District Executive Committee recommended representatives
of the German part to refuse from contacts with press. This was reported by
the newspaper Vecherniy Brest. According to the information of the edition,
one of Biaroza DEC officials ‘advised’ the reporters of Reuters agency not to
make photos at the action.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»
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On 3 October it became known that all Belarusian printing houses refused
to cooperate with Narodnaia volia. The editorial board of Narodnaia volia con-
cluded an agreement for printing with a printing house in Smolensk (Russia).
Many influential representatives of the international community expressed their
support to the edition. The World campaign for freedom of speech Article 19
sent a not of protest to the presidential administration and the Ministry of the
information. The OSCE representative on freedom of mass media Miklos Har-
aszti sent similar letters to the foreign minister Siarhei Martynau and minister
of information Uladzimir Rusakevich. ‘1 am convinced that liquidation of Narod-
naia volia will result in a strong recourse in the development of free press in
Belarus will be a great loss for the Belarusian society. | addressed the author-
ities with the request to do everything possible to prevent it said Mr Haraszti.
The influential international organization Reporters without borders addressed
Aliaksandr Lukashenka with the request to stop the oppression of independ-
ent Belarusian editions. The reasons for this appeal became the cancellation
of contracts for printing and distribution of Narodnaia volia and the large fine
that was imposed on BDG.Delovaya gazeta. The European Union issued a
note of support to Narodnaia volia. ‘The European Union expresses its con-
cern with the future of the independent press in Belarus in connection with
harassment of the last daily independent newspaper. The European Union
condemns the unfair fine imposed on the newspaper and also the cancellation
of the contracts for printing by the state printing houses and distribution by the
state distributors-monopolists,” reads the statement. Besides, the European
Union addressed the minister of information of Belarus Uladzimir Rusakevich
with the request to meet with the heads of diplomatic missions of the EU coun-
tries in Minsk with the aim to discuss the situation of mass media in the coun-
try. The application of the EU was supported by Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey,
Croatia, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Serbia and Montene-
gro, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Ukraine.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 3 October the chief accountant of the State College of Olympic Re-
serve Sviatlana Ramanovich sued to court with the demand to exact from Press-
bol newspaper 14 510 000 rubles to compensate the moral harm that alleged-
ly was done to her by the article News from Fields that was written by the well-
known biathlete Sviatlana Paramyhina and didn’t even contain the surname
‘Ramanovich’.

On 4 October the American political magazine Time declared the well-
known Belarus journalist, assistant editor of BDG.Delovaya gazeta Iryna Kha-
lip ‘Hero of Europe 2005’ in the category ‘Brave heart’. ‘The journalist exposes
corruption among the authorities, touching even upon Aliaksandr Lukashenka.
She has been beaten and interrogated many times,’ says the article devoted

138 to the Belarusian journalist.
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On 6 October Hantsavichy district unit of telecommunication (RUTC) re-
fused to place an advertisement of the newspaper Hantsavitski chas (founded
by the publishing house Intex-press Ltd) in the ether of the local radio. The
chair of Hantsavichy RUTC Rylka answered to the director of Intex-press Ul-
adzimir lanukevich that it was impossible to execute the request because the
radio had to congratulate many people and, besides, during the specified time
it was necessary to broadcast the RUTC’s own information.

On 7 October Minsk Regional Prosecutor’s Office turned up the complaint
filed by Anatol Bukas, chief editor of Borisovskiye novosti newspaper, against
the warning that had been issued to him by the prosecutor of Barysau. The
letter dated 29 September 2005 and signed by the vice-prosecutor of Minsk
region Kampanets, states that article #5 of the law On press prohibits not only
to distribute the information that was obtained at a criminal trial, but also to
‘present to readers the author’s own insinuations’. It is also mentioned in the
letter that ‘there was no written permission to publish materials till the enforce-
ment of the verdict’ to the author of the article and Borisovskiye Novosti news-
paper’. Let us remind that the prosecutor’s office of Barysau issued the warn-
ing to Anatol Bukas on 25 August. The check that led to the warning issued to
A. Bukas was held on the basis of the appeal from Vera Pratasevich, the editor
of Adzinstva, newspaper of Barysau City Executive Committee. We would like
to remind you that she was the main character of the critical article published
in March 2004, which was why Anatol Bukas was found guilty of violating two
articles of the Criminal Code. On 16 June the court ruled to fine him about 1
million rubles and awarded three million rubles worth of moral damages to
Vera Pratasevich.

Human Rights Center «VIASNA»

On 6 October the police detained the members of Christian Democratic
Party BPF Aliaksandr Salauian and Uladzimir Plieshchanka for the third time
during the last 10 days. These activists hand out the editions of their party
outdoors on Mondays and Thursdays. The police also detained the non-party
opposition activist Barys Khamaida, who distributes Arche magazine and his
own newspaper Vybor. However, on 6 October the police were suspicious about
the two copies of Naviny BPF bulletin they found in his bag. As a result, they
decided to take him to court. However, a higher police officer told them not to
this, as the detainee managed to prove he didn’t hand out those editions. Kha-
maida was released, but when he came home, he met the court officer, who
wanted to attach his property for payment of the earlier non-paid fines. The
total sum of the fines is really great: the last one alone is 4 million rubles (Khama-
ida was sentenced to it for celebration of Military Glory Day). However, the court
martial didn’t manage to find the property he could attach to cover the 4 mill